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Remembering the past
famine while on the
way to another famine
The history of Manipur had witnessed two
Nupi Lals in 1904 and 1939 as a result of artificial
famine during British rule. Few decades later
followed the students’ movement in 1965 against
another artificial famine post annexation of
Manipur by India. All three uprisings were revolts
against the ruling government of the respective
period that enabled the rich mayang businessmen
to get hold of our food and trade it for their
personal benefits. Innumerable lives suffered and
many died fighting for the blood of the poor and
against the system of the rich. As we remember
the fight against the artificial famines from the
past, we also need to remember that history
repeats and another artificial famine is on its
way. At present, people of Manipur, especially
the poor, are facing the burden of the scarcity
of food along with the current soaring price of
rice and local foodgrains.
The
v er y
basic necessities are sold at a price that is hardly
affordable for people with low income in this
time of job scarcity. On the other hand, farmers
are struggling and finding it difficult to grow
foodgrains in the paddy fields because of no
rainfall and lack of irrigation facilities. Farmers
had to pay the price of the delayed and deficient
monsoon. It took away their sources of income
and left them empty handed at the time of this
crisis. Had there been a well-planned irrigation
system, the problem could have been avoided
at least in some way or the other. On top of this,
there has been claims of irregularities in rice
distribution under National Food Security Act,
either in terms of the price or quantity or
frequency. It is necessary to check if the Public
distribution essential items are reaching the
deserving citizens or not, and not just give a
clarification of well-maintained documentation
of distribution by the state.
It is crucial to hear from the people and
co nfir m i f t hey are getting w hat they a re
supposed to be getting at the right price and
time. Amidst the delayed monsoon, price hike,
and ir regular distrib utio ns, ano ther major
contributing factor to the nearing famine is the
exploitation of workers/farmers, their lands, and
so urc es o f li v eliho o d . F o r i nst a nc e, t he
construction of Mapithel dam has destroyed the
whole of Chadong village and their entire paddy
field. This huge blow has created a crisis in their
livelihood and worsened their daily struggle.
How are they going to afford the skyrocketing
prices of rice with no proper sources of income
while battling to start their lives all over again?
The same dam co nstruction has also badly
affected the people in and around Nungbrang
village.
Sand and stone quarrying used to be their main
source of income but the accumulation of stone
and sand also drastically declined after the dam
construction. To top it all, the recent ban on
quarrying has deprived them of their only source
of livelihood. All of this has resulted in the
villagers struggling to find an alternative, including
wood cutting in the hills and clearing of forests.
This sudden shift in finding ways to survive has
added up to the already existing struggle of the
families, some to the extent of losing family
members. While the benefits of price hike,
irregularities of rice distribution, and dam
constructions etc have landed in the pockets of a
few rich people, the prices are paid by the poor
and with their blood. Therefore, it is the duty of
the government, the people, and concerned
citizens to look into this holistically and take up
necessary steps to fix the land and help the poor
in order to avoid another artificial famine.
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By -Bruce Pebam,
Secretary HRD, AMSU
Catalonia! A small nation in northeastern Spain inhab ited by the
Catalan p eop le, w h o ar e
significantly different from the
majority of Spaniard s in many
asp ects in clud in g cu ltu r e,
language and history. For years,
the 7.5 million Catalan people have
b een k ep t u n der th e un ju st
subjugation of those in power in
Madrid. Deep inside their hearts,
the Catalan people have always
had the desire and aspiration for
self -determinatio n and all th is
culminated in a large extent to the
Catalan Independence Referendum
in O cto b er 2017 u n d er th e
stewar d sh ip o f the r egio n al
Catalan government. The basis of
Catalan Nationalism stands mainly
o n th e p r in cip le of r esistance
again st the eff or ts o f Sp an ish
Go ver nment to imp ose gr eater
Spanish culture on the Catalan
people. Preservation of their own
unique identity and culture is the
main driving for ce beh in d the
Catalan independence movement.
The movement has been fuelled by
fears of dilution of Catalan identity
by the majority Spaniards, and the
realization that continued union
with Spain could one day result in
their ‘extinctio n ’ as a nation .
Catalans have not forgotten in their
hearts and minds that before their
u n io n with Sp ain in th e 16th
cen tur y, th ey w er e a p r o u d
independent nation for almost 250
years.
Oppression of Catalan identity and
culture reached its zenith during
the military dictatorship of General
Fr ancisco Franco (1939- 1975).
Catalan s f ear ed wh eth er th ey
would lose their identity altogether.
The subjugation was so complete
that Franco’s administration put a
ban on the cultural practice of
Castell, a Catalan practice of making
h u man to w er s/p illar s d ur in g
imp or tan t
festiv als
an d
ceremonies, a unique symbol of
Catalan identity. Catalan parents
were prevented from giving their
children traditional Catalan names,
an d the ad ministration instead
emphasised on giving the children
Spanish names. The use of the
Catalan lan guage w as sev erely
r estr icted , ev en in th e ar eas
around Valencia and the Balearic
I slan d s. Th er e w as tigh t
cen so r sh ip o n b o o k s an d
p u blicatio n s p u b lish ed in th e
Catalan language. The situation
was similar for many minor ity
communities throughout Spain,
but it seemed th at the Catalans
found themselves at the biggest
receiving end as Franco sought to
u n if y Sp ain b y f o r ce. Th e
administration in Madrid was well
aw ar e of the Catalan peop les’
asp ir atio n s, an d it so u ght to
subjugate them to the maximum
extent. Catalan Nationalism thus
could not gather much pace during
the Franco regime.
However, af ter Gen eral Fr anco
passed away in 1976, voices of
Catalan self-determination grew
louder once again. Under the new
1978 Sp an ish co n stitutio n ,
Catalo n ia w as given gr eater
au ton o my. A statute th at w as
enforced in 2006 gave more powers
to the Catalan people. It gave them
mo re econ omic auton omy and
upgraded them to the status of a
‘Natio n ’ in th eir o w n r igh t.
However just four years later in
2010, the Spanish Constitutional
Co ur t amen d ed mu ch o f th e
provisions of the 2006 statute and
removed many clauses that gave
greater autonomy to the Catalan
p eo ple. Th is act en r aged th e
Catalan regional authority and the
Catalan people as a whole. Removal
of greater autonomy, increasing
economic recession and cutting
d o w n o n p ub lic spen d in g all
increased the anger in the hearts
and minds of the Catalan people
an d th is cu lmin ated in th e
unofficial Catalan independence

referendum of November 2014.
Almost 5.4 million voters exercised
their franchise and 80% of them
favoured complete independence
from Spain.
Close on the heels of the events of
this independence referendum, the
Catalan peo p le elected a p ro independence party (Junts pel Si/
Together for Yes) to power in the
2015 regional elections. The party
soon set out on its quest to hold a
legal, b ind in g ind ep en den ce
referendum against the provisions
of the Spanish Constitution. The
Catalan regional government led by
Pr esid en t Car les Pu igd emo n t
announced that a legal, binding
independence referendum would
be held on 1st of October, 2017,
further asserting that the Catalan
p eo ple h ad mo r al, eco n omic,
cultural and political rights to live
sep ar ately as an in d ep end en t
n atio n. How ev er, th e Sp an ish
government in Madrid called the
p r op o sed
r ef er en d u m
unconstitutional and announced
th at th ey wo uld d o everything
po ssib le to stop the vote fr om
go ing ah ead as p lan n ed . Th e
Spanish government argued that
the pr o po sed r efer en d um was
illegal under the 1978 constitution.
They argued that the constitution
did n ot give the po wer to any
Sp anish p r o vin ce to h o ld
referendums for self-determination.
I n Mar ch 2017, th e Span ish
go vern ment barr ed th e fo rmer
Catalan president Artur Mas from
holding any sort of public office
o n th e p r etext that th e 2014
unofficial referendum organised by
his government was against the
Law. Legal action was also taken
again st man y member s o f th e
Catalan regio nal au th o r ity o n
charges of supporting the holding
of the independence referendum in
October 2017. Civil officers of the
Spanish Guard raided the offices
an d b u ild ings o f th e Catalan
regional authority and arrested 14
people including the Secretary for
Economic Affairs and the Secretary
for Taxation. The Spanish police
destroyed nearly 10 million ballot
papers that were to be used for the
referendum. Not only that, they
also picked u p an d d estr o yed
hundreds of pamphlets and posters
meant to be used for the Catalan
independence referendum. They
were hell bent on not allowing the
independence referendum to go
ahead as planned. The magnitude
o f p o licemen and secur ity
personnel that descended on the
p or ts o f Catalon ia to sto p th e
referendum from going ahead was
not seen even d uring the many
years of the Spanish government’s
str uggle again st th e Basq u e
insurgency in Northern Spain. This
on ly exp osed the au tho ritarian
men tality o f th e Sp an ish
Government in dealing with the
legitimate aspirations of the Catalan
people.
What was even more surprising
and shocking was the European
Union (EU) refusing to intervene
into the matter, maintaining that it
was an ‘internal issue’ of Spain.
This left the Catalan people with a
number o f questions to the EU
leadership. What would any nation
th ink if ho r d es of secur ity
p erso n nel d escend ed on their
ports, on their streets? If this had
happened in somewhere like the
UK, would they have remained
silent? How can the treatment of
local politicians and journalists as
terrorists, how can their dragging
out and arrest from their offices and
h o mes b e b r u sh ed o f f as an
internal matter? Despite all the
d r aco n ian restr ictio n s b y th e
Spanish authorities, the Catalan
In dependence r ef er end um w as
held quite successfully with over
4.3 million people turning out to
vote. 92% of the voters supported
complete independence from Spain
an d th is o n ly af f ir med th e
d eter min atio n o f th e Catalan
people to live as a free nation in
their own right.

At this juncture, it is only fitting
that we remember the contribution
o f Catalan Pr esiden t Car les
Puigdemont, for he was the one
who brought the movement to that
stage. It is most fortunate for all
Catalans that a leader like him was
born amongst them. Despite the
Sp anish Co nstitu tio n al Co u r t
maintaining that the referendum
was illegal, in the aftermath of the
ref erend um results the Catalan
Parliament on October 27, 2017
declared that Catalon ia was an
independent and free country. As
soon as this declaration was made,
the Spanish Government in Madrid
evoked Article 155 of the Spanish
Con stitu tio n to imp o se d irect
cen tr al r u le o n the r egion o f
Catalonia. Spanish Prime Minister
Marian o Rajo y dep o sed th e
Catalan Parliament and removed
Catalan
Pr esid en t
Car les
Puigdemont and his cabinet from
their respective posts. Not only
this, eight ministers were charged
w ith attemp tin g to w age w ar
against the Spanish state with their
words and actions and sent to jail.
They were also falsely framed with
corruption char ges. This was a
glaring display of fascist mentality,
d espite Sp ain claimin g to b e
democratic country. An arrested
Catalan leader expressed that if
they thought this was natural, they
w o u ld n o t be ab le to live as
Catalan s an ymo r e. His w or d s
carr ied a d eep significan ce. It
showed how much the Catalan
leaders loved their motherland.
As soon as the Catalan Parliament
ann ou nced that Catalo nia was
ind epend ent, the Spanish High
Co u rt
su mmo n ed
Car les
Pu igd emo n t an d 13 o f h is
government’s cabinet ministers to
appear in court. Only nine of the
ministers appeared in court. Out of
th e n in e, eigh t of th em w er e
arrested and only one was let go.
President Puigdemont maintained
that the dissolution of the Catalan
Parliament was a war on democracy
and refused to go to court. Instead,
he and some of his ministers went
to Brussels, the EU Headquarters.
Meanwhile charges were framed
against President Puigdemont and
four of his cabinet ministers by the
Spanish National Court for not
attending court as ordered by the
Span ish Con stitution al Co u rt.
Arrest warrants against them were
issued an d sent to th e Belgian
Government to apprehend them.
Just because Mr. Puigdemont and
some of his cabinet colleagues
went to Belgium, it does not mean
that they ran away like cowards
from their motherland. Brussels
b eing th e h eadq u ar ter s o f th e
European Parliament an d other
notable organizations, they went
there to spread awareness to the
whole world about the atrocious
action s bein g tak en u p by the
Spanish authorities against the
w ishes of the Catalan peop le.
Puigdemont himself affirmed this
when he came to a village called
Vilhaour near his birthplace where
he signed a pact (Farmhouse Pact)
w ith th e Dep u ty Chief o f th e
Catalan National Assembly. They
agr eed to take p ar t in th e
sch edu led electio n s to th e
Catalonian Parliament, the date for
which had been fixed on December
21st by the Spanish Government.
Th e main r easo n b eh ind th e
agr eement was th at th ey w er e
confident of yet another victory in
the said election. They regarded it
as a third referendum for Catalan
independence. With the peoples’
mandate on their side, they could
further pursue their goal of selfdetermination. They could show to
the world the steadfast will of the
Catalan people. During the meeting
at Vilhaour, Puigdemont told his
follo wers that he would gladly
spend 30 years in jail for the Catalan
independence movement and he
had no regrets whatsoever should
it ever come to that situation. His
statement on ly re- aff irmed the
stead fast d eter mination o f th e

Catalan leadership to pursue the
matter of Catalan independence
come what may!
We need to ask some cr ucial
questions at this stage. Why would
someone like Carles Puigdemont
w h o is th e h ead of a stab le
provincial government in a well-tod o cou n tr y lik e Sp ain r isk
everything for the sake of Catalan
independence? He could easily live
a carefree life with the resources at
his disposal. Why do the Catalan
people feel that nothing could be
mo re imp or tan t th an th eir
independence?
We should analyse what are the
differences between our Manipuri
people and the Catalan people, two
lan ds f aced w ith similar
cir cu mstances. What ar e th e
d if fer en ces
b etw een
Mr.
Puigdemont and our own leaders
who kneel before those in power in
Delhi whenever they are told to do
so, and why the differences? We
need to find an objective reason for
these crucial differences. How has
the courage and determination of
our own people come to differ so
greatly from that of the Catalan
people despite sharing numerous
historical circumstances?
Eco nomy o f a place gives u s a
window into a place’s lifestyle and
the mindset of the people. For this
reason, it is imp or tan t that we
discuss the economic life of the
Manipuri society and the Catalan
society. It is a known and agreed
f act th at th e f irst step to
co lo n isatio n o f a p lace is th e
tak eover of the local econo my.
Catalon ia h as b een rep eatedly
stressing that they give more to
Spain than what Spain has given
them. Although the Catalans only
make up 15% of Spain’s population,
they contribute 20% to the total
GDP of the country. 35% of Spain’s
income from foreign trade comes
thr o u gh Catalon ia’s p or ts an d
harbours. Therefore it is well and
truly clear that Catalonia has an
in d ep en d ent
self -su f f icien t
economy, and they don’t need to
beg for resources from Spain. In
this way, they’ve never felt any
sense of inferiority to Spain and
they feel that they are capable of
living independently. Meanwhile, it
is a completely opposite case in
Manip u r. Ev er y asp ect o f o u r
economy is controlled by India. We
literally do not have any viable
economy of our own. Our state
administration literally survives on
funds from the central government
in New Delhi. Our roads, bridges,
health care services, educational
facilities are all dependent on funds
given to us by New Delhi. In other
words, we survive on the resources
allotted to us by New Delhi. Any
disruption in this and our society
would literally come to a standstill.
This is one of the main reasons why
w e’v e b eco me so af r aid o f
‘in depen dence’, fo r the fear of
resource shortage is too great it has
become engrained in the public
psyche.
Being skilled in the art of politics in
Manipuri society is nothing but the
ability to dance according to the
wh ims and fancies of those in
power in New Delhi. Elections are
frequently won by political parties
who seem most likely to garner
surplus funds from New Delhi. The
mentality of our society has never
progressed from that of a servant
who relies on the good graces of
his master for survival. The race for
p o litical p o w er in Man ip u r is
nothing but a race to become a
slav e o f New Delh i. In su ch a
situation, forget aspiring for another
Manipur. This is the reason why
o u r lead er s v iew an yo n e w h o
b r ings u p th e issue o f
ind epen dence as ‘anti-nation al’
wh ile in Catalo nia Pu igd emo nt
himself led his people in aspiring
for self-determination. It is now
imp er ativ e th at in o r d er to
strengthen our society as a whole
we need to build up and strengthen
our local economy.
We shall overcome someday.

