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PCI moves Supreme Court over
restrictions on press freedom in J&K
Agency
New Delhi, Aug 24,
The Press Council of India
(PCI) has filed a plea in the
Su preme Cour t r egarding
restrictions on press freedom
in Jammu an d Kashmir.
According to the plea, the
PCI is seeking permission to
in tervene and allow it to
assist th e top co ur t in
deciding on a petition filed by
Kashmir Times Executive
Editor that seeks relaxation in
curbs on the movement of
media personnel, including
photojournalists, in Kashmir.
Kashmir Times Executive
Editor An uradha Bhasin’s
plea seeks relaxation in media
movement and free reporting
amid the security curbs and
communication shut down in
Jammu and Kashmir following
the abrogation of Article 370

on August 5. In her plea,
Bhasin h as ask ed th e
Supreme Court to ensure that
an enabling environment is
created for all journalists and
media personnel in the state
to practice their profession.
“The rights of the journalists/
med ia fo r f r ee an d f air
reporting are on the one hand
and natio n al in ter est o f
integrity and sovereignty on
the other. Hence the applicant
is of opinion that it should
present its views before this
court and assist the court in
d ecid ing th e instan t w rit
petition justly in the interest
of the freedom of the press as
w ell as in the natio nal
interest,” read the application.
The PCI also cited norms of
journalistic conduct Clause
23, which prescribes selfregulation in repor ting by
jou rn alists in matter s o f

sensitive national, social or
indiv idual interests. Under
Clause 23, newspapers should,
as a matter of self-regulation,
exer cise du e restr aint and
cau tion in p r esen tin g an y
news, comment or information
which is likely to jeopardise,
end anger or harm th e
paramount interests of the
State and society, or the rights
of individuals with respect to
which reasonable restrictions
may be imposed by law on the
right to freedom of speech and
expression under clause (2) of
Article 19 of the Constitution
of India. Clause 23 further
states that the publication of a
wrong or incorrect map is a
very ser iou s of fen ce as it
adversely affects the territorial
integrity of the country and
w ar ran ts
p r omp t
an d
p ro minent r etr action w ith
regrets.

The Press Council, in its plea,
said the watchdog body was
established for the purpose of
preserving fr eedom of the
p ress, main tainin g an d
improving the standards of
n ew spap er
an d
n ew s
agencies in the country. The
Bar Co un cil of I n dia
supported the PCI application.
“The media today is expected
to act in a man ner w hich
strengthens the country. The
entire world is witnessing the
biased role p layed by the
media of Pakistan and some
other nations,” said BCI chief
Manan Kumar Mishra adding
that ever y citizen of th e
country was duty-bound to
protect its integrity and the
media was no exception. “The
Constitution has provided full
freedom under Article 19, but
it is su bject to reasonable
restrictions,” he added.

PM Narendra Modi arrives in UAE to
strengthen bilateral ties
Agency
Dubai Aug 24,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday arrived in the UAE
where he will discuss bilateral
and regional issues with
the to p lead er ship . Mod i
r eached UAE cap ital Ab u
Dhab i fr o m Par is on th e
second leg of his three-nation
tou r to Fran ce, UAE an d
Bahrain.
During the visit, Modi will
discuss bilateral, regional and
international matters of mutual
interest with the Crown Prince
o f Abu Dh ab i, Sh eik h
Moh ammed b in Zayed Al
Nahyan, and also formally

launch RuPay card to expand
the netw o rk of cash less
transactions abroad.
“Reach ed Ab u Dhabi.
Looking forward to holding
talks with His Hig h n ess
Cr o w n
Pr in ce
@Mo h amed Bin Zayed an d
discussing the full range of
friendship between India and
UAE. Deepening economic
relations will also be on the
agen da d ur in g th is v isit,”
Modi tweeted.
He w il l also r ecei v e th e
‘Order of Zayed’, the highest
civilian decoration conferred
b y th e UAE go v er n men t.
From Abu Dhabi, Modi will
visit Bahrain where he will

hold talks with King Shaikh
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and
also w itn ess th e f o r mal
b egin n in g o f th e r edevelopment of the temple of
Shreenathji — the oldest in
th e Gu lf r egio n b ef o r e
r etu r n in g to Fr a n ce o n
Su n d ay to atten d th e G7
Summit meetin gs. Mod i’s
visit to Bahrain is significant
as it will be the first visit of
an Indian Prime Minister to
the country.
He w o u ld al so meet an d
in ter a ct w ith th e I n d ian
d iasp or a du ring the v isit.
Earlier in the day, Modi held
bilateral meeting with h is
French counterpart Edouard

Ph ilip p e an d d is cu ssed
issues of bilateral and mutual
interests to further boost the
co mp r e h en siv e str ategic
partnership.
He al so met UNESCO
Dir ecto r Gen er al Au d r ey
Azoulay and addressed the
I n d ian co mmu n ity at th e
UNESCO headquarters after
inaugurating a memorial at
the fo o th ills o f th e Mon t
Blan c mo u n tain i n th e
honour of the victims of two
Air India crashes in France
in 1950s and 1960s in which
sever al Ind ians, including
Homi J Bhabha, regarded as
the father of India’s nuclear
programme, were killed.

UAE can be valuable partner in realizing
India’s five trillion dollar economy: PM
Agency
New Delhi Aug 24,
Pr ime Min ister Nar en d r a
Mod i has said that United
Arab Emirates can be India’s
Valuable partner in realizing
the objective to achieve five
tr illi o n d o llar e co n o my
th r o u gh
a
mu t u ally
b en ef i cial
p ar tn e r sh ip .
Speakin g to th e Emir ates
New s
A gen cy
r ep r es en tativ e,
in
an
interview, the Prime Minister
said that India has embarked
o n th e amb itio u s , yet
achievable, path to be a five
trillio n dollar eco nomy by
2024-25.
Th e co u n tr y is tar getin g
about 1.7 trillion dollar worth
of investments in the coming
five years. To achieve this
vision, the go vernmen t is
working to promote inflows
f ro m do mestic as well as

foreign sources. He said that
UAE-I ndia relations are at
th eir best ever. Ther e h as
been an increasing interest in
in v est men ts in I n d ia in
secto r s r an gin g f r o m
r en ew a b le en er gy, f o o d ,
p o r ts, air p o r ts, d ef en ce
man u f actu r in g an d o th er
sectors, he added.
Prime Minister Modi said
that he is very upbeat about
th e tr ajectory o f relatio ns
with UAE and for opening up
new areas of coop eration.
There exists a huge potential
to make the cooperation a
win-win partnership for both
countries, he added.
Sp eak i n g ab o u t I n d ian
community in the UAE, he
said , th e co u n t r y is
immensely p ro ud th at the
r ich c o n tr ib u tio n o f th e
co mmu n ity to b u ild in g a
modern, diverse and vibrant
UAE a r e also b ein g

ack n o w led ged
an d
ap p r ec iated b y t h e UAE
leadership. This is the Prime
Minister ’s third visit to the
UAE in the last four years,
which reflects the desire and
will of the two countries to
su sta in th e mo m en tu m
ach iev ed in t h e b ilater al
relationship.
Pr ime Min ister Nar en d r a
Modi launched Rupay Card
in the United Arab Emirates
today. With this, UAE has
become the first country in
the Middle East to have this
facility. Mr Narendra Modi
w i ll r ec eiv e th e h i gh e st
civ ilian aw ar d o f Un ited
Arab Emirates, the Order of
Zayed at a special function
in a short while from now.
The cermony will take place
in the Presidential Palace of
the Emirates. Prime Minister
Modi and the Crown Prince
o f Ab u D h a b i Sh e ik

Mo h am med b in Zay ed
Su ltan Al - Na h yan w i ll
jo in tl y
r e lea se
the
commemorative stamp on
Ma h at ma
G an d h i
co mmem o r a tin g th e 1 50
years of Bapu. Previously,
The Cr own Prince of Abu
Dhabi, Sheik Mohammed bin
Zayed Su ltan Al - Nah yan
expressed his appreciation
for the role and the efforts
o f d e v el o p in g f r i en d ly
r e lat io n s ex ten d in g t h e
b r id g es o f co o p er ati o n
between the two Countries.
Ambassador Navdeep Suri
in an interview earlier said
th at th e Ru p ay car d w as
launched in Singapore and
Bh u ta n . Un ited Ar ab
Emirates is the third largest
tr ad e p ar tn e r an d f o u r th
largest exporter of crude oil
for India. This is a home for
mo r e t h an th r ee m illio n
Indians .

HM stresses on maintaning peace & tranquility
for development of country
Agency
New Delhi Aug 24,
The Home Minister has said
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi completed the national
integration which was started
by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

He said, Sard ar Patel
integrated Hyderabad in 1948
and the integration has been
comp leted w ith co mp lete
integration of Kashmir now.
He was addr essin g I ndian
Police Service probationers
after reviewing a passing out

p ar ade at th e Sar dar
Vallabhbhai Patel National
Police Academy in Hyderabad
this morning.
The Home Minister stressed
on maintenance of peace and
tran qu illity
f or
th e
development of the country.

He said law and order plays
k ey r o le in th e eco no mic
development and particularly
in achieving five trillion dollar
economy. He asked the IPS
probationers to be SMART
police as the Prime Minister
always stresses.

Janmashtami being celebrated in
different parts of the country
Agency
New Delhi Aaug 24,
Janmashtami, which marks the
birth of Lord Krishna, is being
celebrated in different parts of
the co un try to day w ith
religious fervor and gaiety.
In Uttar Pradesh, birthday of
Lord Sri Krishna -Janmashtami
is b eing celeb rated w ith
religious fervour and gaiety
acr oss th e state to day. At
some places the festival of
Janamasthmi was celebrated
yester day
also .
Th e
Janmashtami was celebrated
in Banke Bihari and Prem
Mandir in Mathura yesterday.
AIR correspondent reports
that the people are celebrating
the Janmastami function in
their own ways at their places
and homes, but main function
of Lord Krishna incarnation
will take place in Mathura at
Jan m Bhu mi to day. Th e
devotees in sizable number
have already reached here for
incarnation function. Various
cultural troops and artiste from
Bollywood and other places
are depicting the life of deity
Banke Bihari through their
son gs an d Bhajan s. Th e
streets and roads in the town
are reverberating by Radhey
Rad h ey an d the w h ole
atmosp here has b ecome
divine. Elab or ate secu rity
arrangements have been put
in place in place and traffic
d iv ersio n s h av e
b een
en fo r ced
to
man age
thr on gin g
cro w ed
of
devotees.
President Ram Nath Kovind
has greeted peo ple on the
occasion. In his message, Mr
Kov in d said , Yogesh war
Krishn a
embo d ied
righteousness against evil and
devotion to truthfulness. He
said, Lord Krishna taught us
to focus on Nishkam Karma
which means responsibility
r ath er th an rew ar d. Th e
President said, Janmashtami is
a day to commit ourselves to
the life and teachings of Lord
Krishn a and called u po n
people to take a resolve to
imbib e these timeless and
universal values and follow
them for the betterment of their
lives and the world.
Vice President M. Venkaiah
Naidu has extended his warm
greetin gs to the people on
Janmashtami. In a series of
tweets, Mr Naidu said, the
incarnation of Lord Krishna
symb olizes the v icto ry o f
Dhar ma o v er Ad har ma,
righteousness over evil. He
said, the eternal message of
selfless service given by Lord

Krishna in the Bhagwad Gita
h as been a sou rce o f
insp ir ation fo r th e en tir e
humanity.
On the occasion, Mr Naidu
called upon people to take a
resolve to embrace Dharma,
reject Adharma and seek the
path of righteousness and
service with the endeavor to
perform their duties to the
best of their abilities. The Vice
President expressed hope that
this Janmashtami will bring
peace, amity, harmony and
prosperity in the country.
Prime Min ister Naren dr a
Modi has also gr eeted the
people on the occasion of
Janmashtami. In a tweet, Mr
Modi expressed hope that the
blessings of Lord Krishna will
always bring happiness and
good health in the lives of
people.
Shri Krishna Janmashtami is
also b ein g celebr ated in
Gujarat with traditional fervor
and gaiety. Th e main
celebrations are being held at
Jagatmandir- Dwarika and
Lord Ranchhodrai Temple in
Dakor. AIR Correspondent
repo rts th at tho usan ds o f
d ev otees h ave star ted
gath er in g at Dw ar ka an d
Dakor to participate in special
Janmashtami Mahotasva to be
h eld d ur ing mid- n ight.
Meanwhile, Gujarat Governor
and Ch ief Minister h av e
greeted the people of the state
on Janmashtami.
AIR correspondent reports
that devotees are participating
in special pujas and functions
b eing held at Bagawat
Vid h yapeeth at So la an d
Iskon temple in Ahmedabad.
Large number of devotees
h av e star ted gath er in g at
Dwar ik a and Dako r to
p ar ticip ate
in
sp ecial
Janmashtami Mahotasva. At
Dwarika, after the morning
p ujas, th e d ev o tees ar e
waiting f or Shayan Bho g,
Shayan Arti and Maha Bhog
fo llow ed b y Jan mash tami
Mah otsav
d u rin g
th e
mid n igh t.
Devsthan
Committee of Dwar ka has

arranged a special live web
castin g o f Shr i Krishn a
Janmotsav.
In the wake of severe floods in
w ester n
Mah arash tra,
especially in Kolhapur and
Sangli districts, earlier this
month, the Dahi Handi festival
is b ein g celeb r ated in a
subdued manner in Mumbai
and other parts of the state.
The Dahi Handi ritual is part
of the Janmashtami festival in
Mah arashtra,
w h er e
youngsters, called Govindas,
dressed in colourful attire,
make human pyramid to reach
an ear th en p ot con tain in g
buttermilk and suspended in
mid-air, and break it.
AIR correspon dent reports
that many GovindaMandals
and organizers of events in
Mumbai and other parts of the
state have decided to keep the
celebrations low-key, to show
so lidarity with th e peop le
affected by the devastating
floods. Some of the Mandals
are also donating money for
the flood relief work. Many
Man d als h av e d ecided to
celebrate the festival just to
keep the tradition on.
The city is witnessing several
Gov in d a Man dals o n th e
streets since mo rning. Not
only men but also wo men
Govindas are participating in
the competition. Meantime,
Dep uty Co mmissio n er o f
Police Pranab Ashok informed
that along with SRPF and BDS,
p olice f o rce o f 40,000 is
deployed to maintain law and
order. The CCTV cameras are
installed to keep an eye on the
venues of Dahihandi.
In Delhi, various temples have
been decorated with colourful
lights and flowers, depicting
the life of Lo rd Kr ish na.
Dev otees ar e thr o ngin g
temples to pay their obeisance
to Lord Krishna. There is huge
rush of devotees at Birla and
ISKCON temples. The main
celeb ration will be held at
midnight when the birth of
Lo rd Kr ishn a tak es place.
Many people are observing
fast on the occasion.

India, United Arab Emirates to
sign six MoUs
Agency
New Delhi Aug 24,
I nd ia an d United Arab
Emirates will sign six
Memor and u ms
of
Und er stan ding to d ay in
presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visiting the
United Arab Emirates. The
memorandums will be signed
o n w or k p ractice fo r
dependents of members of
d ip lomatic and co nsu lar
missions. India will sign a
memor an du m o f bilateral
cur rency sw ap agreemen t
between Reser ve Bank of
India and the Central Bank of
the UAE.
The gro w in g relatio nship
between the two countries
will further strengthen the
cooperation in the field of

p eacef u l u ses o f n uclear
ener gy b etw een Emir ates
Nuclear Energy cooperation
and the glo bal cen tr e fo r
nuclear energy partnership.
The ties have broadened with
the signing of memorandum
o n emp lo ymen t of exservicemen of Indian Navy in
the Navy and Coast Guard of
th e UAE. There will be a
trilateral cooperation in Africa.
Th e Institu te fo r Def en ce

Stu d ies an d An alysis an d
Emirates Centre of Strategic
Studies and Research will
ensure more cooperation
through a memorandum of
understanding.
In his tweet, Prime Minister Modi
in his tweet said that he was
looking forward to holding talks
with the Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Zayeed and
discuss a full range of friendship
between the two countries.
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