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India proposes ban on e-cigarettes
with fine up to Rs 5 lakh
Courtesy Northeast Now
GuwahatiAug 23,
The union health ministry has
p ro po sed a ban o n th e
pr odu ctio n and impo rt of
electronic cigarettes to India.
E- cigarettes h av e beco me
quite popular in the Northeast
alon g with the r est of the
country.
There is a slow but gradual
increase in th e u se o f
electronic cigarettes or ecigarettes in some NE states,
revealed a latest Global Adult
Tobacco Survey.
This has been done to ensure
that the health of the people
of the country is not affected.
As per a Reuters report, the
health ministry has issued a
notice that e-cigarettes and
similar techn o lo gies that
en cou rage to bacco u se or

adversely impact public health
are hazardous for an active as
well as passive user.
Mor eo ver,
th e
h ea lt h
ministry is also pro posing
that those who are found to
be violating th e rules of the
ban of e-cigar ettes for the
first time might have to face
a jail term of one year and a
fine of Rs one lakh.
How ever, repeat o ffend ers

of the rules might have to
f ace a jail t er m o f th r ee
years and a fine of Rs five
lakh.
Th e h ea lth m in is tr y h ad
w ritten in the no tice that
th er e is ev id en ce th at ecigarettes are a gateway to
t o b ac co p r o d u ct s an d
i n d u c e a d o le sc e n t s an d
yo u n g ad u lts to n ico tin e
use leading to addiction.

India has over 100 million
ad u lt smo k er s an d man y
people die every year in the
co u n tr y af te r co n su min g
tob acco p roducts.
The order as pr oposed by
th e h eal th mi n is tr y a r e
generally issued in India as
an emergency measure when
parliament is not in session
but implementation of these
p r o p o s als w i ll d ep e n d
acco rding to the outco me
when discussed in the next
session of the parliament .
If the ban on the production
an d imp o r t of electr o n ic
ci gar ett es to I n d ia is
imp lem en ted , e- cig ar ette
man uf actu ring gian ts lik e
Juul Labs and Philip Morris
International may face a big
loss who were planning to
launch their e-cigarettes in
India.

Indoor farming new buzz across globe
Courtesy Northeast Now
GuwahatiAug 23,
Urban farming is taking over
from conventional farming at
many across the globe.
A BBC report states that ten
shipping containers dominate
a co rner of the Broo klyn
par king area, each full of
climate control tech, growing
herbs that are distributed to
local stores on bicycles.
The containers are owned by
Sq uare Ro ots, par t of
Amer ica’s fast- expan ding
vertical farming industry, a
secto r run by many tech
entrepreneurs who believe
food production is ripe for

disruption.
Th e wo rld ’s b est b asil
reputedly comes from Genoa,
Italy. Square Roo ts gro ws
Genovese seeds in a container
that recreates the city’s daylight
hours, humidity, Co2 levels –
and all fed hydroponically in
nutrient-rich water, the report
added.
An artificial intelligence expert,
Peggs founded Square Roots
with investor Kimball Musk
(Elon’s brother) two years ago.
They’ve signed a deal with one
of America’s big distribution
co mp an ies, Go rdo n Fo od
Service, to locate herb-growing
con tain ers at some its 200
warehouses.

Th e r epo rt qu oted h im as
saying that the deal represents
ev eryth ing ab out indo or
farming’s potential – locally
grown, quick-to-market, fresh
produce that can be harvested
year- ro und an d is free of
pesticides and harsh weather.
Jeffery Landau, director of
bu sin ess d evelop ment at
Agritectu re
Consulting
estimates the global value of
the vertical farming market will
rise to about $ 6.4 bn by 2023,
from $ 403 m in 2013, with almost
half that attributed to growth
in the US.
Plenty, another major US player,
raised funds from Softbank
chief executive Masayoshi Son

and former Google head Eric
Schmidt.
The company has ambitions to
build hundreds of vertical farms
in China. In the UK, food
delivery and robotics company
Ocado is investing in indoor
farming.
In neighbouring New Jersey,
however, Bowery Farming,
takes a different approach. The
five-year-old company runs
industrial-sized farms.
Ou tsid e o ne h uge, gr ey
windowless warehouse a heat
haze shimmers off the concrete.
It’s a sharp contrast to the chilly
interior where an aroma of fresh
farm pr od uce h its you
immediately, the report added.

MSME dominant sector in industrial
scenario of Assam: Patowary
Courtesy Northeast Now
GuwahatiAug 23,
Union MSME minister Pratap
Ch an dr a
Sar angi
on
Th ursday called upo n the
Assam in d u str ies an d
commerce minister Chandra
Mohan Patowary at Janata
Bhawan in Guwahati.
Minister Patowary said that
Micro, Small and Medium
En ter p r ises ( MSME) is a
d o min an t secto r in th e
industrial scenario of Assam.
He also stated th at it
co ntr ib u tes
maximu m
employment generation with
minimum capital and is a major
con tr ib utor to th e State’s
economic growth.
As a special category state,

minister Patowary requested
minister Sarangi to enhance
the Centre and State’s funding
ratio to 90:10 from the present
ration of 80:20 and increase
the amount for infrastructure
development in MSME sector
from Rs 10 crore to Rs 20 crore
for Assam.
He also requested the union
minister to consider including
th e ap p r o ach r oad to
industrial infrastructures and
en h an cin g th e p r oject
completion period from two
years to three years.
Matter s r elated to MSME
sch emes like to o l ro o m,
exten sio n centre, PMEGP,
in du str ial in f rastr u ctu r e
imp r ov emen t etc w er e
discussed in detail.

Minister Sarangi assured all
help to expedite and sanction
th e
State’s
p r ojects
pertaining to MSME in the
ar eas of entrepr en eu rship
sk ill
d ev elo pmen t,
procurement and marketing
su p po r t, settin g up o f
incubation centre on f ood
processing etc.
The Union Minister quoted
Mah atma
Gan dh i’s
philosophy that production
by masses sh ou ld r ep lace
mass production.
He advocated for handicraft
and khadi industries to boost
rur al eco nomy and ensure
generation of employment,
especially f or women and
youths.
He also called upon the State

Go vern ment to popu larize
organic farming and promote
value addition of spices to
f etch h igher pr ices at th e
international markets.
Commissioner and secretary,
In du stries and Commerce
Department, Dr K K Dwivedi
apprised the union minister of
th e exp o r t of f r u its an d
vegetables f rom Assam to
Du b ai, Sin gap o re an d
European countries.
Commissioner and secretary,
Sk ill, Emp lo ymen t &
Entrepreneurship, Ashutosh
Agn ih otr i; co mmissio n er,
Industries and Commerce, S
S Meenakshi Sundaram; MD,
AIDC, Virendra Mittal and
other officials were present in
the meeting.

Foundation Course of the newly
admitted MBBS students

IT News
Imphal Aug 23,
As a part of the Foundation
Course of the newly admitted
MBBS students, under the
Disability Comp etence, a
sessio n titled “Disability
Co mp eten ce: Meet th e
People” was held at MiniAu dito r ium, RI MS o n

Thursday. The pu rpose of
the session was to make the
stu den ts u nd er stan d th e
p er sp ective, pr o b lems o f
d isabled p er so ns an d
in cu lcate an idea o f
in clu siv ity. L. Sashir ani (
Hearin g I mpair men t) o f
Wan gk h ei, Ch Lo k esh o r i
Devi (Locomotor Disability)
of Singjamei, S. Birla Devi

(Loco mo tor Disability) of
Laipham Khunou, A. Surjit
Singh (Visually Impairment)
of Luker Maning leikai and Y.
Ashalata Devi ( Interpreter/
Sign lan gu age ( Hear in g
Impairment) participated in
th e sessio n, w h ich w as
moderated by Brogen Singh
Akoijam, Dean(Acad), RIMS,
Imphal.

DC Imphal East Reviews
Preparedness Ahead of 7th
Economic Census

DIPR
Imphal,Aug 23,
The 1st meeting of the District
Level Coordination Committee
(DLCC), Imphal East to review
the preparedness of the 7th
Economic Census was held
tod ay. Dr. Ran gitab ali
Waik ho m,
Dep uty
Commissioner, Imphal East
chaired the meeting held at her
Office Chamber at Porompat.
To get a complete count of all
economic units in Imphal East,
the District Administration will
f or mally lau nch the 7th
Eco no mic Censu s f ro m a
Common Service Centre (CSC)
u nit at Ayan gp alli Ro ad ,
Kho n gn ang
Makh o ng,
I mp h al East to mo r ro w
informed Dr. Rangitabali.
Dr. Rangitabali, who is the
Charge Officer of the District,
verified the ward-wise and
village-wise lists prepared for

the 7th Economic Census for
the District.
The census conducted by the
Ministry o f Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI), Government of India
will be conducted after a gap
of five years. The Ministry has
selected Common Service
Centre (CSC) e-Governance
Services India Ltd., a Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV), under
the Ministry of Electronics &
I nf o rmation Techn olo gy,
Government of India as the
implementatio n agency for
conducting the fieldwork for
the 7th Economic Census.
The 247 enumerators engaged
by the CSC will visit door-todoor and collect information
from all establishmen ts in
I mp hal East d istr ict. Th e
timeline for the fieldwork is
three months.
Fo r th e f ir st time, th e
Econ omic Census w ill be

paperless. The enumerators
engaged by the CSC will do
the en umeratio n o f th e
establish men ts by u sin g
Mob ile Ap p an d all th e
establishments will be geotagged informed the DC.
The DC who also highlighted
the n eed to sensitize th e
people about the importance
of the Economic Census.
Dr. Rangitabali also appealed
to the people and Industry
Associations of her District to
extend their full co-operation
to th e enu mer ato rs b y
providing correct information
and to p articipate in th e
development planning of the
State.
Th e 7th Economic w ill be
conducted in two phases in
Manipur. The first phase will
be launched tomorrow in six
valley districts. The second
phase will be launched on 9th
September in 10 hill districts.

Law Gives Justice To The People: 10th Hathei Phanit (Chilli Festival) Kicks Off
Minister Jayantakumar
DIPR
Imphal,Aug 23,

DIPR
Imphal,Aug 23,
Law and Lagislative Affairs
Minister L. Jayantak umar
Singh said that it is through
law that people get justice.
Minister Jayantakumar was
speaking as Chief Guest on
the occasion of the Release
of “IEC materials on 8 (eight)
Legislations”, held at Kuki
Inn, Imphal, today. He said
that it is the responsibility of
the government to impart legal
kn ow led ge to th e peo ple.
Public maintain peace and
harmony in the society just
because there is law which
regulates Dos and Don ’ts.
Breaching law is also liable to
be punished, he added.
Minister Jayantakumar also

maintained that citizens of this
country also ought to know
law. There is no excuse for
violation of law. Perplexity
arises when somebody, who
are not aware of the land’s law,
commit crime. To overcome
such mystif ication s ev er y
citizen of this country should
be taught and let understood
about the law of the land, he
added.
He said that translation of
different Sections and Clauses
of our Law Book to regional
languages is as important as
giving law lesso ns to o ur
citizens in easiest means.
Directive Principals of State
Po licy has no t in clu sively
been a direction to the states
but it has now become a law.
Right to free and compulsory

Education for the children up
to the age of 14 has become
an Act. Constitution has also
been amended several times
according to the changing of
the society, minister added.
Speaking as Guest of Honour,
Advocate General, Manipur N.
Kumarjit Sin gh said that
u nd erstan din g
law
is
necessary for developing a
nation. He also appealed to the
people to abide by the law of
the land.
A b o ok let co ntain ing th e
translated version o f eight
legislations was also released
by the Ch ief Guest at the
function. The occasion was
o rganized b y Law &
Legislativ e
Af fair s
Department, Government of
Manipur.

The 10th Hathei Phanit ( Chilli
Festival) begins yesterday at
Sirarakhong Village, Ukhrul
District. The Festival was
inaugurated by Joseph Pauline
Kamson,IAS, DC Ukhrul as
Chief Guest.
Delivering a speech, the Chief
Gu est spo ke ab out the
un iq uen ess
and
the
commercial value of the chilli.
He said that the village is very
special because no other in the
state can claim that they are
producing the same variety
and it can be said that this chilli
is the copyright of the village
same as the lemon of Kachai
village and the oranges of
Tamenglong. The village is
very blessed to have such an
unique product grown in the
land. It can be taken as blessing

from an Almighty God. He
further states that the chilli is
not only pleasing to look at, it
also have lots of nutritional
value as studied by experts. He
also en cou rage the ch illi
farmers to expan d their
products on large commercial
scale because the village is
blessed with pleasant weather,
abundant water and fertile soil
which is favourable for hard

work.
N.Premananda Singh, Mission
Director,MIDH who attended
th e fun ction as Guest of
Ho no ur said th at the
Sirarakhong Chilli is known
internationally with its own GI
tagging from the Government
of India. He states that the
Horticulture Department has
been working along with the
farmers, it is to be noted that

this particular chilli has high
co ntents of calcium, its
structure is also different from
other species of chillis.
Tenshub am
Sangeeta,
APO(Press), DIPR who also
attended the function as Guest
of Honour highlights about the
activities of DIPR. DIPR has
been takin g seriou s and
important role to make public
aware of the Governmental
schemes and projects and at the
same time public feedbacks are
also sent to the Government ,
so this directorate is playing an
important role in achieving good
governance in the state.
It is worth to mention that
around 20 stalls belonging to
Self Help Groups showcase their
products including handloom
and handicraft.And as a part of
the inaugural function, cultural
dance was also performed by the
youths of the village.

