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Words

By- Dr Nunglekpam Premi Devi
Independent Scholar

You never know how hard you use ‘words’ to others;
You never regret what you said about ‘words’;

You satisfy much when you rebuke louder;

You fill up your stomach when you scolded bitter;
Yeah! | smile after when | reprimanded yours ideas;
You chased away slowly ‘down and lower’ hanging;
You laugh like a squirrel biting his own tail;

You feel self like a comrade when you lecture ‘words’;
You eat your own shit when you shit ‘words’;
‘Bastard, Coward, lazy, devil, villain, pig’
‘Scoundrel, rascal, animal, monster, monkey’

You blinded with red ‘idiot’ shouting over others;
You find warm citing threatening ‘words’ verbal;
‘I’lkill you’, I’IL jail you, and ‘I’lIl burn you’

I’ll paint you’, I’ll beat you and I’ll punch you’;

All’s a word; all’s a feeling fooling you ‘words’.

You reacted so easily when you listen ‘half’ statement;
‘Okay, go on, | know, you go, I’ll and you don’t;

You cut off immediately angrily better be finish;

“You’re wrong, he’s right, go with him, and he’ll tell you’
“You know nothing; my men will do and get off’

You think you’ll are correct when you find partner;
You sit chair spreading your legs when you hold ‘fire’
You walk like you never fall down again like childhood;
You tried standing taller knowing you lose balance;
Ah! How funny you’re, your words so enchanting;

‘Fool, son of a bitch, your mother a lie and rubbish’
You’re ears a rat and you’re eyes a dragon;
All’s a word; all’s a feeling fooling you ‘words’.

You reacted like a dog when you notice ‘haters’;

“Yeah!, Oh!, Really!, OMG!, shit! And awkward’

You argue like a cat when you did proving ‘self’;

‘Noand yes, yes and no, you did, | don’t, meow and meow’;
Ha ha! You roar and you thunder ‘I win and | conquer’;
You wisher per early ‘I’ll destruct opinions’;

‘Common on bastards, I’ll jail you all” you murmur;
You enjoy pulling strings ‘getting away others’

‘Take them away, clean my way and lock them up,
Your ‘words’ so vibrating; hitting all others hard;
Your ‘words’ a puppet, jumping and dancing elsewhere;
One a ‘capture’, two a’ shut down’, three a ‘lock up’;
Four an ‘imprisonment’ and five a ‘stupidity’;

All’s a word; all’s a feeling fooling you ‘words’.

‘Bloody, Hell, Oktabi, Ninai nupi and chamchatnaidbi’

In Kutch,WomenAre Weaving a New
Future forThemselves

Today we find women entrepreneursBy no means is the revival of weavingraditional roles to join other sectors.
like Hansaben Meria from Ramparthe only or perhaps even the maiifhis preferences could force the
Vekra, KankubeAmritial Vankar from  reason for womes’empowerment. otherwise family-oriented livelihood
“Hamare bina mard vanaat ka kaanKukma, Jaishreeben Harijan fromOfficial policies and programmes,into one based on outsourcing and/
kar hi nahi sakte,” assertedAdhoi who have established theirincluding reservation, access tmr on centralised production units.
Bhavanaben Vankar from mark as skilled weavers in acrylic aducation, civil society programmesThere are also some women who have
Avadhnagar in KachchiVWomen well as kala cotton weaving. They areare other factors. But Khandr been taught to weave in order to
have consistently been the backboneven providing jobs to other womenintervention in the weaving sectorincrease family incomeA women

of Vannat, a handloom weavingfrom their communityThey travel has definitely opened new doors foweaver highlighted the need for a
process. They have been doing thacross India and abroad forwomen. “Sanstha ke vajah se humieindamental change in sharing roles
pre- and post-loom processes, whiclexhibitions and shows, increasingswabhiman se jeena ka rastand responsibilities between different
prepare the raw material to be weavetheir range of exposure and networkmila,” said Rajjiben, a single mothergenders. She said, It is wonderful that
and then polish them with tassels an€Champa Sijwankar and Rajjiben who was able to support her familyl am able to weave and innovate, but |
embroidery Harijan ofAwadhnagar took some ofthrough weaving and a Khamiralso have to manage household
However this work has been their own designs to a textile exchangemployee. Increasing sense of prideesponsibilities. There is too much
unrecognised and unpaid for manyrogramme in UKInAdhoi, Prakash and confidence among women idurden.” In some villages, though
decades due to the patriarchal naturBijal Vankar has set up a separateeflected in the political and socialwomen operate the loom, they are
of the communityVery recently loom for his wife. Jaishreeben taughspaces as well. “As women, wesupposed to be hidden with a purdah.
though, with the changing trends inher husband to weave and has set umderstand the requirements of ouxeed for new interventions

weaving sectagreducation, and a new system of weaving livelihoodhomes and village bett&¥e are able In spite of these contradictions, it is
increasing interactions with the globalin a non-vankar familysanjot Sheetal to provide better solutions to improveémportant to notice that times are
markets, women have startecHitesh, Buchia Roshni Pachan fronvillage governance andchanging. There is more freedom in
changing the way they and societydamthada, Champa frowadhnagar infrastructure,” says Jassuben Khimjyarious ways.Young girls are
looks at their contributions. and many other young girls areVankar from Bhujodi.Kankuben persistently questioning the rigid
Questioning the taboo confidently voicing their aspirations Amritlal Vankar from Kukma, a nature of the marriage system,
Earlier, for a woman to operate theto pursue weaving as a full-timenational award winner for her wovenlifestyle, career options and are
loom and weave was frowned uponprofession. sari in 2011, proudly narrated hebecoming assertive for their rights.
Now women are confidently asserting‘Instead of working in a factoryl  journey of being a sarpanch and howhey hope for continued
their aspirations to weavewould prefer that my daughter worksshe overcame challenges. Lakshnginhancement in livelihood options.
independentlyMany women are now from home on a loom. Itis much safeiGagubhai Mandaa vankarstood as With persistent ébrts and patience,
exploring acrylic, kala cotton and convenient,” said a father who issarpanch with the aim of doing ‘sevavomen vankars feel that the long-
(indigenous and organic cottonproud of his daught&s contribution for the community standing patriarchal nature of
variety) and even plastic weaving ago the weaving tradition and theContradictory trends community could be undonés

a source of livelihood. Plastic economic status of the family While it is important to applaud theexplained by Champa, “®éving is
weaving, introduced by the Kutch-This new energy and perspectivestruggles of these successfuhot just a physical and mental task.
based innovation group Khamir toseen in designs, products, arevomen, there are also soméne must also put orgeheart into it.
reduce the ecological impact of plastidransforming the already flourishingchallenges which need to bdf the yarn gets tangled, it has to be
waste, created an impetus for womelvanaat. In situations where people araddressed collectively refreshing unfurled with patience and heart.”

to develop their weaving skills andmoving away from traditional level of confidence in few villages wasThe author visited Kutch as part of a
understand markets. Nowlastic livelihoods, this community effort, countered by cases of women witltollaborative study (ACKnowl-EJ) by
weaving is practised by women incombined with the determination fromlower confidence levels elsewhereKalpavriksh, Khamir and the
Avadhnagar and other villages. It hasvomen, is providing an alternative toThere is no necessary connectiooommunity supported by the
resulted in a growth of women self-the  otherwise  mainstreamsbetween being a vankar and beinfnternational Social Science Council.
help groups with better access tmccupations. politically empowered. There areRadhika Mulay works with
micro credits. Gender empowerment many girls who would rather leaveKalpavriksh.
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Brazilian model dies after
collapsing on catwalk at
Sao Paulo Fashidfteek

Agency
New DelhiApril 28,

The 26-year-old model fell while mindless violence.
turning to leave the runwalyledics Naidu said that events such as thall nations. The SouthAsian community of sisters and brothers ofisguided minds who are unleashing

Music has the power to overcome the tribulations of war and terrovisePresident
Music symbolizes the best of the human spirit; Re-capture the essence

of civilizational ethos: Vice President tells musiciansAddr esses
Courtesy PIB SouthAsia region, through the divine example of preserving your ownlindian Ocean. Let us celebrate this
medium of music. identity and yet being a part of awealth of cultural traditions and
The Vice President of India, M. Saying that Music was a powerful arfarger, collaborative endeavauin  musical cadences.
Venkaiah Naidu has said that musidorm that could transform the qualityrelations between nations and humaat the same time, you should plan
has the power to overcome theof our lives, Naidu asked the Souttbeings, it is probably the ability to concerts in other cities of the region
tribulations of war and terrorism andAsian Symphony Foundation tolive and work together that can makeand beyond. | hope as time goes by
sends the message of oneness.  build a repertoire of indigenous musicall the difference. you will become one of the great
Speaking at the “CHIRAGH” concert from the region and continue toThe great composgrRobert orchestras of the world and be
of the SouthAsian Symphony spread the universal message of pea@ehumann said once that to sentecognized and lauded for the
Orchestra at the National Centre forand brotherhood around the world. light into the darkness of merfiearts message of peace and coexistence that
the PerformingArts (NCR), in  TheVice President and the gathering— such is the duty of the artist. you embody
Mumbai today Naidu said that music paid tributes by observing silence inMusic is a powerful art form that canMusic training for the young children
speaks a universal language anthe memory of those who lost theirtransform the quality of our lives. | of the region is also important. This
transcends geographical boundariebves on the dastardly terror attack irbelieve that the Soutthsian orchestra has some children from
and unites people. Colombo, Sri Lanka recently Symphony Orchestra through itsKabul inAfghanistan who are profiles
Naidu appreciated Dkhmad Sarmast The Governor of Maharashtra, Cconcert, Chiragh, will light the way in courageAll of them are dedicated
for training the young children from Vidyasagar Rao, more than 7Corward so that cultural collaborationto their music and communicating
Afghanistan who performed at themusicians from countries like and dialogue, existing for long amonghrough their art with the outside
concert overcoming such barriers. HéAfghanistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, IndiaSouth  Asians, is  further world, bringing fame and respect for
said that the young performers haveind others, Orchestra Conductostrengthened. their ancient countyypvercoming the
proved that their music symbolizesViswa Subbaraman, founders ofSouth Asia needs to be moretribulations of war and terrorism and
the best of the human spirit andCHIRAGH, Nirupama and Sudhakarintegrated, economically andsymbolizing the best of the human
speaks the universal language oRao and eminent musicians and aculturally, and our people-to-peoplespirit. | salute them and their dynamic
peace and harmony lovers from Mumbai were present orties and understanding must grow iind most courageous teacher and
The Vice President called uponthe occasion. we are to overcome the legacies deaderDr.Ahmad Sarmast who is with
organisations such as the Soutlrollowing is the text ofVice the past that have kept us aparys today
Asian Symphony Orchestra to carryPresidens address: divided and distant from each otherThis is the spirit that we must
the message of peace and norfWe are gathered here to witness aham glad that the SoutAsian constantly encourage and foster and
violence and dispel the dark cloudsmportant occasion- one in which weSymphony Orchestra includesthat is why the SouthAsian
of misguided minds that were show that we, in India, as a countrymusicians from many Soutksian Symphony Orchestra must carry this
unleashing sporadic spurts ofand people, are dedicated tmations and the Souttsian message of peace and non-violence
cooperation and co-existence amongiaspora. The Orchestra is a beautifidnd dispel the dark clouds of

immediately attended to him in frontConcert organised by CHIARGH Symphony Foundation establishedlifferent nationalities, dedicated tosporadic spurts of mindless violence.
A Brazilian model died Saturday afterof horrified onlookers, according toshowcase India and its people’ by Nirupama and Sudhakar Raogreative expression through musicThe orchestra’ members can all be

collapsing on the catwalk during alocal media reports.

show on the last day of Sao Paul&PFW said he was taken to hospitat;o-existence among all nations.
where he was pronounced dead. The Vice President wanted theOrchestra that unites the people aublime experience.

FashiorWeek, oganizers said.

commitment towards cooperation and-etired senior civil servants, has builit speaks the language of peace, @mbassadors for a new and resurgent
a unique project — a Symphonyunites minds and transports us to outhAsia.After all, SouthAsia has
been a cradle of a great civilization

“SPFW has just received the new$We offer our sincere condolencesnembers of the orchestra andurregion of SouthAsia, throughthe We must not stop with this onefounded on the principles of peace,

of the death of moddlales Soares, toTales'family,” it said, while label musicians at large to becomedivine medium of music.

concert aloneThe SouthAsian compassion and co-existenddfe

who suddenly took ill during the Ocksa said on Instagram its entirembassadors for a new and resurgeMusic speaks a universal languageSymphony Foundation must nowmust re-capture that essence of our

Ocksa show the oganization said team was “shocked” by the deatHSouthAsia. He asked them to re-It
in a statement, without giving aof Soares, who was signed to Baseapture the essence of ancienboundaries and unites peopiée, in

cause of death. MGT modelling agency
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transcends  geographicalthink of building a repertoire of ancient civilizational etho¥Ve must
indigenous music from the region thate-connect with the common cultural
civilizational ethos such as - peace|ndia, have always maintained thatan be played around the woMtle ~ well springs that unite us.
compassion and co-existence and renusical gatherings are an effectivare heirs to five thousand years of wish all the musicians of the
connect with the common cultural form of yoga or spiritual discipline. civilization in our region from ancient Orchestra, the conductdfiswa
well springs that unite the region.  That is exactly what an orchestraGandhara and the Hindu KushSubbaraman, and the founders,
The South Asian Symphony consisting of many musicians sets outountains to the river waters of theNirupama and Sudhakar Rao all the
Foundation established by Smt.to do. Each and every member of théndus and the Ganga, from thevery best in their endeavours to
Nirupama and Sudhakar Rao, retiredrchestra has to concentrate deeplyighty Himalayas to the Bay of promote peace and humanitarian
senior civil servants, has built aon his or her own instrument but aBengal, and thérabian Sea and dialogue and cooperation in the region
unique project — a Symphonythe same time synchronize it withonwards to the southern shores abf SouthAsia to which we all belong.
Orchestra to unite the people ofother musicians. It is a supremeSri Lanka and the Maldives and theJai Hind!”

e povety: Amit Shah



