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The politics of survival

The greatest tragedy in today Manipur is that,
persons who are in the top job never have the
courage of saying “sorry”. It is natural that human
being commits mistake. When human being
commits mistake a disaster occurred unless the
mistake is corrected. A mere attempt to ‘right’
the ‘wrong’ instead of correcting it will not only
sabotage the system but will keep on haunting to
the wrong doer for the rest of his life as conscience
is matter to human being.

This is about the press clarification by the DIPR
regarding the news report about publication of a
booklet called ‘Go to Village’ on historic Khongjom
Day instead of publishing the special issue in
relation to the Khongjom war.

The press clarification on why the special issue
of Manipur Today on occasion of Khongjom was
not released read - “To celebrate and to remember
the brave sons, who valiantly fought in the Anglo-
Manipuri War in 1891, the department have been
publishing “Manipur Today” for the past several
years commemorating the occasion. However, this
year, the department has not published the same
due to the State Government’s decision to suspend

publication of Manipur Today in view of

enforcement of Model Code of Conduct for
elections to Lok Sabha, 2019".

One wanders on how the highlighting of the
history of our brave sons of the soil who had
sacrificed for the freedom comes under Model
Code of Conduct.

On the other hand, it surprises none, on
assuming the reason for distribution of booklet
which highlighted the achievement of the
government on Khongjom Day even though the
booklet was released before the commencement
of the Model Code of Conduct of the 17t" Lok Sabha
Election. If publication of special journal to
commemorate the sons of the soil who had
sacrificed for safeguarding the freedom of the
erstwhile nation violates the Model Code of
Conduct then how come the distribution of
booklets which content articles about achievement
of the government with photo of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
as cover picture not violates the Model Code of
Conduct.

The clarification of the DIPR reflects
desperateness in attempting to cover up the
mistake.

The DIPR should have the courage to apologies
the public instead of trying to ‘right’ the ‘wrong’
if there is no agenda of the ruling political party to
the matter. Or else the speculation about an attempt
to tarnish the history of Manipur might inject hate
feeling to many young bloods against the party in
government.
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restored at 8.45 hours. He sa
total of 85 flights were delayed. was fined 1.8 million dollars in a civil trial. And physical attacks on the process is on.”

Understand your kids with developmental
delays to boost them succeed

By : Dr Shekhar Biswas, Consultant pediatrician and New Born spedaljaty
Golden hospital & DirectoKindeigarten clinics, Rohini, New Delhi.

All  children need love, issues (such as difficulty toilettowards specific objectives and
encouragement, and support, antfaining), that may ultimately comegoals.
for kids with developmental delay to the attention of a medicalln searching for ways to help
such positive reinforcement canprofessional and be found to behildren with learning disabilities,
help ensure that they emerge with aelated to delays in development. look for ways to help them to gro
strong sense of self-worth,As a parent what you have to do istronger and become more resilien
confidence, and the determinatiorto identify how your child learns theA good attitude won't solve the
to keep going even when things aréest — is he/she a problems associated with a learnin:
tough. 1. Visual learner - Learns best by disability, but it can give your child
Early in childhood, a parent mightseeing, reading or picturizinghope and confidence that thing
notice that a child has a globalthrough diagrams, maps, may lovean improve and that he or she wi
developmental delay includingto draw read and write. Does welkeventually succeed.
delays in all areas of developmentvhen material is presented and@he causes of cognitive disabilitie
like language, walking, self-caretested visuallynot verbally are generally divided into prenatal
skills, and/or imitative play 2. Auditory learner - Learns best perinatal, and postnatal factors®
Cognitive deficits, also called by listening, does well in lecture-Prenatal causes may includedaptive equipment, speech-
intellectual disabilityis a condition based learning environments and ogenetic abnormalities, infections,language therapy nutritional
beginning in childhood in which oral reports and tests, Benefits fronexposures to substances thatounseling, audiology services,
people show significant limitations classroom discussions, spokenause birth defects, andpsychological intervention,
in their ability to learn and function. directions, study groups central nervo u s recreationtherapynd social work
Children with more severe3. Kinesthetic learner - Learns system malformations Downservices, can be used to treat the
impairments or those with obviousbest by doing and moving, benefitsyndrome are among the mosassociated impairments sometimes
dysmorphic features are oftenfrom hands-on activities, lab classesommon genetic causes ofseen with cognitive disabilities.
identified in the first year of life. props, skits, and field trips. intellectual disability Fetal Regular and special education
With less significant impairments, malnutrition, prematurity and teachers provide educational
the first sign of a cognitive deficit A multidisciplinary approach is decreased oxygen supply to theervices.

might be difficulties in school. For recommended to identify andfetal brain is among perinatalSometimes, children with attention
example, the child might havemanage any concurrent conditions;auses. Infections, suffocationdeficits, learning disabilities,
trouble learning to read and do mathacademic performance, socialaccidental and non accidentacommunication disorders, or
Some parents may only notice @ehavioral functioning, andtraumas, brain damage, CNS tumorgervasive developmental disorders
delay in their child after a youngerindependent living skills. are a few acquired causes. may be thought to have intellectual
sibling catches up developmentallyEarly intervention and appropriateA variety of therapists anddisability. About 5% of the

to the child with the developmentalschool placement are essential teervices, including nursingpopulation has cognitive deficits,
delay In other instances, the childmeetthe child at his or her intellectuaervices, occupational thergpyand most of these individuals fall
might first demonstrate behaviorallevel and proceed at his or her pagehysical therapythe use of intothe mild range deficit category

Bleak Outlook for Press FreedomfestAfrica

Courtesy The Wire
By : LahaiJ. Samboma

sitting politician openly called on
supporters to attack a journalisi *
whose documentary on corruptior,
Any objective assessment of theén Ghanaian football exposed him
relationship betweefVestAfrica Ahmed Divela was subsequentl
governments and mediashot dead last Januaryn 2015,
organisations will conclude that, butanother journalist, GegeAbanga, .t
for a few exceptions, the outlook forwas also shot dead on assignmer|
press freedom in the sub-region is én March 2018, Latif Iddrisu, a |
bleak one. young reporterwas covering a
From Cameroon and Ghana, tetory when he was dragged into thi
Nigeria, Liberia and Senegal,Accra headquarters of the polict
journalists and media organisationsnd given a merciless beatlnqi
are being attacked for simply doingwhich left him with a fractured skull
their jobs. The fact that these attackiddrisu told IPS by phone:
emanate from mostly state actors,Journalists are being threatene
who as a rule remain unpunishedwith assault and death by politiciang
points to a culture of impunity and people in power because the|
Liberia is a case in point. feel threatened by our exposés.” Hi
“The president does not likedoubts whether the passage oéf them is Cameroon, where theaeporter
criticism,”
Roots FM and host of the statien’ legislation will improve matters.  media critics in military or special violence against Sierra Leonean
popularCosta Show. “And because This position is borne out in Nigeriacourts. women and another on diamond
we are critical of some policies, ourwhere the passing of FOI laws ha#\sAngela QuintalAfrica Program mining.
offices have been attacked on twaot deterred officials from denying Coordinator of the Committee toThe Ministries of Justice, Mines,
occasions by armed men and oujournalists access to informationProtect Journalists (CPJ) told IPSand Information in Freetown refused
equipment damaged and soméhey need to carry out their jobs“Cameroon is the second-worsto provide the information we
stolen.” According to Dapo Olorunyomi, the jailer of journalists in sub-Saharanrequested, even though they had
Some would say Costa was luckyCentral Bank and the NigerianAfrica, and the second in the worldinitially promised they would. That
for the corpse of another journalistNational Petroleum Company (thefor jailing journalists on false newsrecent experience came to mind
Tyron Brown, was dumped outsideNNPC) are the “most opaquecharges.” when, during his interview for this
his home last year by a mysteriousnstitutions” in the country SierraLeone and the Gambia are theiece, Liberian reporter Henry Costa
black jeepA man has confessed toOlorunyomi, editor-in-chief of two countries that emerge relativelysaid theWeah government “were
killing the journalist in self-defence Premium Times Newspaper, added: blemish-free in our survey of thepretending to be tolerant” but
but his colleagues are not‘So you are allowed to write whatlandscape of press freedonVilest “would go to their old tricks” when
convinced. They believe the murderyou want, but if you get it wrong Africa. Both have relatively new economic hardships trigger anti-
was a message — mind your wordgou suffer the consequences.” governments that have promisedjovernment protests and the media
or you could be next. He and journalists working for him repeal criminal libel laws that their begin to report on them.

fs climate of fear was heightenechave been arrested on severgiredecessors had used to clam$ince Sierra Leone and the Gambia

en Weah accused a BBCoccasions to get them to reveal theidown on the media. From Sierraare currently implementing
correspondent being against hisources. Leone, reporteAmadu Lamrana International Monetary Fund
government. TherFront Page The case of Joned\biri is BahofAYV Mediatold IPS —“The policies, it is only a matter of time
Africa, a newspaper that has beemstructive. The journalist was president says he is committed tdefore those policies begin to bite
d aritical of successive governmentsincarcerated for two years withoutrepealing [criminal libel laws] and the people. If the “Costa equation”
is correct, then it is likewise only a

while

discovered
said Costa, owner of freedom of information (FOI) government continues to prosecuteesearching a story on sexual

They include 21 international defamation lawsuit brought by areporters have increased four-folcHis statement echoes that of Sheriffnatter of time before we find out

The flight operations bjir India

evening.Air India Chairman passengers

flights. Mr Lohani said the friend of the president.
are expectd to be normal by this flights were rescheduled ajndMaeAzango, a senioFront Page
informedAfrica

in recent times. Figures show thaBojang Jrpresident of the Gambiawhether the “blemish-free”
attacks on journalists and the presBress Union, who said: “@Vno authorities in Freetown and Banjul
the quadrupled in 2015-2019, comparedonger work in a fearful or repressiveare as toxic to press freedom as their

reporter said

IAshwani Lohani told reporters accordingly He said the server government new tactic was to to the preceding five year period. environment, but our major problemcounterparts in Cameroon and

in New Delhi this morning that system was handed over

of‘strangulate the free press” byMedia academic Dr Chinenyeis the lack of information coming Ghana, or indeed, their immediate

the operations of the nationalmaintenance. Mr Lohani said therefusing to pay tens of thousanddN\wabueze maintains that theout of government, the total lack ofpredecessors.

carrier which were affected sincemanagement deeply regrets [thewed for media advertisementsviolence

3.30 am due to a technical glitchinconvenience caused

in its server system, werepassengers.
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heightens  duringtransparencyBut the government “Journalists do essential work to
to"One minister said since the medieelections. “In the ‘season’ of have promised to make changes.’keep the public informed, often in
does not write anything good aboutlections, a journalist operates likeThis is a reference to the absencsifficult circumstances ilVest and
the government, it won't pay debtsa car parked — at owrierrisk,” he of FOI legislation in the country CentralAfrica,” Sadibou Marong,
that are owed, which will compeltold IPS “You could end up in the which the government hasthe Regional Media Manager for
some media outlets to shut down,’trossfire between opposing partiepromised to “deal with in due AmnestysWest and Centraéifrica
she said. “Some media houses hava thugs.” course”. But the Gambians onlyOffice, told IPS. “They must be
not paid staff for up to eight The same story of violence andhave to look to similarly “blemish- protected to do their work freglgnd
months.” intimidation against journalists isfree” Sierra Leone, to realise thawithout fear of attacks or threats.
In Ghana, oncéfrica’s top-ranked replicated in francophone countried=Ol will count for nought if the Governments in the region should
media-friendly countrythings have like Cameroon, Senegal, Coteauthorities are not prepared tgromote media freedom and protect

deteriorated to the level where a’lvoire and Mali. The most serioushonour its provisions — as thismedia workers and organisations.”




