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2 JDS workers killed in Sri Lanka blasts, shockedian athletes win 5 medals on opening
HD Kumaraswamy says knew them personally  day ofAsianAthletics C-ships
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Avinash Sable won the silverlower back spasm during her
medals yesterday 400m heat.

Quartermiler M P Poovamma, Sprinter Dutee Chand qualified
Indian athletes won five 5000-meter runner Parulfor the semi-finals clocking
ofmedals on the opening day ofChoudhary and 10000-meter11.28 seconds to win the heat
the Asian  Athletics runner Gavit Murali Kumar number four of the womes’

e Championships in Doha. bagged a bronze each on 400-meter race. She bettered

aglavelin throwerAnnu Rani day which saw sprint her arlier national record of
and 3000-meter steeple chasesensation Hima Das suffer al1.29 seconds which she set

last year in Guwahati. M R

7 killed, 10 injured in | feriaometer neat, dociing
stampede during local

temple festival infrichy

52.46 seconds to qualify for
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the final round.
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“deeply shocked,” and that he tweeted about them earljer leaving 500 injured.

had personally known the two and said two of them were An island-wide curfe
men, KG Hanumantharayappafeared killed. imposed by the governme
Karnataka Chief Minister HD and M Rangappa. India’s High Commission in was lifted early on Monday
Kumaraswamy has “We stand with their families Sri Lanka reported the deathsThere has been no claim
announced the deaths of twoin this hour of grief,” he said of Hanumantharayappa andresponsibility yet.

Janata Dal (Secular) workersin a tweet on Monday Rangappa on Sunday“Such senseless violenc
in Sundays serial blasts in Sri There were reports that severevening. aimed at innocent people, h
Lanka, saying Externalffairs  JD(S) workers from Tumkur Bombings tore through no place in civilised society
Minister Sushma Swaraj had and Chikbalapyrwho were churches and luxury hotels inPresident Ram Nath Kovin
confirmed they were among staying at the Shangri-La hotel Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday said onTwitter on Sunday
the hundreds killed. in Colombo, had gone killing 290 people —including “We stand in complet
Kumaraswamy said he wasmissing. Kumaraswamy had at least six Indians — and solidarity with Sri Lanka.”

Now, buzz oveAllahabad as Priyanka
Gandhis probable seat

nominations for itVaranasi life into it, we want her to share reduced to 7% i
goes to the polls in the lastcontest from here.” Varanasi with Ajay Rai
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Other top Indian athletes
advanced to the next round
of their respective events.
They are Jinson Johnson
€men's 800 meters),
[ Muhammedinas andArokia
@ Rajiv (both mers 400 meters),
hpraveen Chitravel (mestriple

in Muthiampalayam village|
Expressing anguish over t
loss of lives, Chief Ministe!
nin Tamil Nadu, seven K Palaniswami ordered
devotees were killed and tensolatium of Rs one lakh ea
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phase on May 19. The lastAccording to a senior winning only around 75,000 injured in the stampedeto the families of the jump) and Gomathi
Congress general secretarydate of filing nominations for Congress leadetthe chief votes. He finished third after during a local temple festival deceased and Rs 50,000|t®arimuthu (womers 1500
Priyanka Gandh¥adras close the seat ig\pril 29. priest of Sankat Mochan Aam Aadmi Party leadef near Thuraiyur inTrichy, the injured. meter).

aides have advised her toThe functionary said Rahul Temple invaranasi and former Arvind Kejriwal and Modi,
contest from her partyformer Gandhi and United Banaras Hindu University who won by over 500,00
bastion ofAllahabad, which Progressive Alliance (BHU) professoVishambhar votes. “The Modi wave ha;
was renamed Prayagraj lastthairperson Sonia GandhiwillNath Mishra is being now gone nowthere is high
year, according to a senior eventually take a decisionconsidered as a probable Lokunemployment and busine
party functionary aware of the whether Priyanka GandhiSabha candidate for thehave shut down. This wi%

today, police said. The
tragedy occurred when
5 hundreds of people gathered
for the ‘padikasu’, temple
coin distribution ceremony
held as part of annual
‘Chithira Pournami’ festival,
at the ‘Karuppasamy’ temple

Congress releases another
. list of 5 candidates for LS
polls in Haryana

developments. should contest. Congress. definitely cost them thi
Even as there is no clarity onSenior leaders, including theln 2014, the Congress voteelection,” Rai said.
whether Priyanka Gandhi, 47, countrys first Prime Minister,

e b Hisar Lok Sabha seat. The
will fightin the 2019 Lok Sabha Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur S k 300 t . N : B
elections, there has been som&hastriVijaya Lakshmi Pandi ensex Crac S Over p S’ I elhi April 22, sr;]gthgras”:tlsoofreéz?lz}id
fnpae;l::lg:toenstOIr:)ar:\e/atrhaar:aSs?e?:;re;/enred Sthegr(gonZar\é?s belOW n 700 Congress has releasecandidates for the Lok Sabha
5 > : N -
against Prime Minister from  Allahabad and y another list of five candidateselections yesterday

for Lok Sabha election in Union Minister Dr Harsh

Narendra Modi. On Sunday neighbouring Phulpur in

she said she will contest from Parliament.
the constituency if her This time, the Congress h
brother Congress president fielded Pankaj Niranjan Sing

Agency and SBI, shedding up to 1.72hearly 50 paise to 69.8,
Mumbai, April 22 per cent. against the US dollar in earl|
S Bucking weak market trend, trade.

nThe benchmark BSE SensexTCS, PowerGrid, HCOech, Brent crude futures, th

AHaryana. The party hasVardhan again fielded from
fielded senio leader and Chandni Chowk
former state Chief Minister constituency in the national

€Bhupinder Singh Hooda capital, Delhi BJP unit

Rahul Gandhi, asks her to.Chandel from Phulpur in th
Priyanka Gandh$ statement 2019 electionsThe partys
during campaigning in Kerala popularity has waned in th
came days after Rahul Gandhiregion over the past twi
in an interview to The Hindu decades.Actor Amitabh
onApril 18, refused to rule out Bachchan was the la
the option of his sister taking Congress candidate to wi
on Modi inVaranasi. fromAllahabad in 1984.
“She [Priyanka Gandhi] has The Samajwadi Partywhich is
been advised to contest fromcontesting the elections i
Allahabad The party has beenalliance with the Bahuja
traditionally stronger there. Samaj Party and the Rashtri
Her nomination will have a Lok Dal, has fielded Pandhaj
huge impact on the entireYadav from Phulpur an
Purvanchal regiorithe senior Rajendra Singh Patel fro
functionary cited above said Allahabad. The Bharatiy
on condition of anonymity ~ Janata Party (BJP) has nam
The Bharatiya Janata PartyRita Bahuguna Joshi, who lef
(BJP) swept eastern UP in thethe Congress in 2017, as
2014 polls, winning 71 out of candidate fromillahabad.

80 seats in Uttar Pradesh. I1tThe Congress' Allahabad
holds 27 out of the 29 Lok presidentAnil Dwivedi, said
Sabha seats in the region thaPriyanka Gandhi has bee
includesVaranasiThe region tasked with forming the
will go to the polls in the last government in the state b
three phases of ongoing2022. “Keeping thatin mind, i
national elections on May 6, is important for her to conte
12 and 19. Polling for the Lok Sabha elections,” he sai

g cracked over 300 points in Infosys, HDFC Bank and giobal oil benchmark, wa
early trade Monday tracking NTPC rose up to 1.31 per2,06 per cent higher at US
elosses in index cent. 73.84 per barrel.
p heavyweights RIL, HDFC “After a period of significant E|sewhere in Asia,
and ICICI Bank, amid weak momentum ahead of thepenchmark equity indices i
tglobal cues, sinking rupee general elections, the markeshanghaiTokyo and Seou
nand soaring crude oil prices. may take a pause in sOMgyere trading in the red i
The 30-share index waskind of an interim profit early trade.
trading 309.56 points or 0.79 booking,” said Josep
Nper cent lower at 38,830.72. Thomas-Head Researc
The NSE Nifty too plunged EmkayWealth Management.
&0 101.80 points, or 0.87 per The accelerating scenario pf
ricent, to 11,651. a slowdown in global growt|
In the previous sessionas also the definitiv
NThursday the BSE bourse prospects of higher fuel
a settled 135.36 points, or 0.34prices and a weaker currengy
eder cent, lower at 39,140.28.may also be working on the
ftThe broader Nifty slipped minds of the marke)
ts34.35 points, or 0.29 per cent,participants at this juncturs

5 from Sonipat and replacedPresident Manoj Tiwari will
PFaridabad candidate Lalitcontest from North East
Nagar withAvtar Singh Delhi, PravesiVerma from
Bhadana. West Delhi, and Ramesh
N Nirmal Singh has been givenBidhuri from South Delhi.
ticket from Kurukshetra, The party has fielded Union
N Kuldeep Sharma from Karnal Minister Hardeep Puri from

and Bhavya Bishnoi from Amritsar in Punjab.

Ghaziabad software engineer murders
wife, three children; sends confessional
video on familywWhatsApp group

on WhatsApp that he hasvideo, Sumit Kumar said he
to 11,752.80.Stock market he added. purchased potassium cyanidéaced the drink of his family
was closed Friday onMeanwhile,foreign to kill himself. Upon seeing the with sedatives and thereafter
account of Good Fridayes institutional investors (Flis) A 34-year-old software video, Kumals sisterwho also  killed them with a sharp object,
nBank and Reliance Industriespurchased equity worth Rsengineer allegedly murderedstays in Indirapuram, alertedthe SPsaid. “We are trying to
were the biggest losers in1,038.46 crore oifhursday his wife and three children ather brothetin-law, Pankaj trace Sumit. His mobile phone

ythe Sensex pack, droppingand domestic institutional their home in Ghaziabasl’ Singh, who rushed to the flat.is switched off,” he added.

t up to 2.66 per cent, followed investors (DlIs) sold shar sindirapuram and sent a vided‘l found the door locked. | Pankaj Singh said Sumit Kumar

stby Indusind Bank, Bharti to the tune of Rs 337.59 crore confessing the murders to ecalled the police who broke ithad earlier worked with several

f.Airtel, Asian Paints, Kotak provisional data availablg family group on WhatsApp, open.We found the body of software companies in
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Allahabad Lok Sabha seat will “Since for some time the Bank, Tata Motors,Axis with stock exchanges police said Sunday my sister and her threeGurugram, Noida and later
be held on May 12, am&pril  politics in this region has begnBank, ICICI Bank, HDFC, showed. Police said Sumit Kumawho children with stab injuries,” went to Bengaluru in Octoher
23 is the last date for filing in decay and to breathe a newMaruti, M&M, Bajaj Finance The rupee depreciatedfled after the murdealso said Pankaj Singh claimed. 2018. “He worked there for a

North Bengal\West URcould boost BJB’national prospect
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its performance in 2014, it could these elections and whether itemain loyal to him. In both test in western Uttar Prade:
win just two Lok Sabha seats,can win a majority in the Lok places, Mods name continues belt, which the BJP sweptin tl
even though it got a respectableSabha for the second time in &0 evoke hope among BJPprevious elections. Th
North Bengal and parts of west17% of the vote share. One ofrow. An alliance between the supporters. His position oncoming together of the rivg
Uttar Pradesh are emerging ashese was won with supportSamajwadi P&y (SP), Bahujan nationalism has severalparties and the appare
the bellwether regions for thefrom aregional partyhe Gorkha Samaj Party (BSP) and thebackers, and Modi hastransfer of votes between the
BharatiyaJanata Party (BJP) in Janmukti Morcha (GMM). Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) managed to convince hiswill create trouble for the party
the ongoing parliamentary The state remains under thechallenges the BJP in Uttarsupporters there are “achcheBut while a DalitMuslim-
elections. There are somedominant control of Trinamool Pradesh this time. This pact isdin” (good days) ahead, if theyYadav-Jat consolidatio
compelling reasons for this. Congress leader Mamatathe most lethal in western UP have not arrived as yet. Theshould mathematically end th
The BJP never got a footholdBanerjee and the BJP is largelywhere the population of lack of jobs, the initial hiccups BJPS dream run in India'most
in Bengal, and even at the peaklismissed as a party of India’ Muslim, Jats and Jatavs — thein the implementation of the populous state, the Modi fact
of its performance in 2014, it Hindi speaking population. If mainstay of the grand allianceGoods and ServiceBax are may help the party survive th
could win just two Lok Sabha the BJP has to do well in Bengal— account for more than 50%talking points, but not onslaught.

seats, even though it got at must perform extremely well of population in most of the necessarily determining theThe BJP continues to hol
respectable 17% of the votein the northern part of the state parliamentary seat¥adavs, voting pattern. sway over the upper castes g
share. One of these was worwhere it has its largest supporthe other major demographicin north Bengal, the lower backward communitie
with support from a regioha base. group backing the alliance aregroundswell of support for of Uttar Pradesh, and eve
party, the Gorkha Janmukti Meanwhile, by virtue being present in a small belt in westModi is visible, and the among Jats and non-Jat
Morcha (GMM). India’s most populous state thatUP, and lagely in central and inability of the Congress and Dalits in most parts of wester
Bengal is seen as one of the newccounts for 80 Lok Sabhaeast UP the Left parties to offer an Uttar Pradesh. The rallying

green pastures for Indixuling  seats, Uttar Pradesh is the mos$o, how are western UP andhlternative narrative to thethese votes behind the BJ
party and, several BJP leadersrucial because of its sheer sizeorth Bengal voting? Trinamool Congress addscould well spring a surprise i
claim, whatever losses they takeand because of the scale of th@ravels across the two regionamore power to the BJmarch. the region on May 23.

in north, central and westernBJPs triumph in the state in over the last fortnight showslt is a repeat of sorts of somelf the BJP indeed make|
India — where it swept a 2014 and in the 2017 assemblythere is a strong “Modi vote” north-eastern states,substantial gains in Bengal ai
majority of the seats five yearselections. in this election, as it was in particularly Tripura, where the minimises its losses in UR

ago — will be offset by gains in In simple terms, the party’ 2014. It appears that the PrimeBJP grew in size and usurpedvould mean that Modi ha
the eastern state. performance in Uttar Pradesh isMinister has managed to beathe space of many othermanaged to change the o
The BJP never got a foothold inthe single largest factor that will his personal anti-incumbency regional parties. caste-dominated equations
Bengal, and even at the peak ofletermine its performance inand those who voted for him The “Modi vote” faces its real Indian electoral politics.

The police identified the four couple of months but resigned
L ¢Actims as Kumds wifeAnshu  in December last yeadde then
LBxla, 32, their five-year-old stayed with his brother in
son Prathmesh and twinsBengaluru for two months.
hAarav andAakriti, both aged Then he came to Ghaziabad. It
efour. Bala worked as a teachewas only around Holi that we
ewith a playschool in came toknow he resignede
| Indirapuram while Kumar had do not know the reason. |
htquit his job in December spoke to him last on Friday and
nrelatives of the couple said.he was smoking continuously
They got married in 2011. There were issues due to
Prima facie, it appears Kumarfinancial problems and his
n killed his family as he was notbehaviour had also become
eable to sustain themerratic,” Singh said.
financially, police said. In the video, Sumit Kumar also
r‘Sumit [Kumar] had been named a medical store owner
egoing through a financial crisiswho allegedly fleeced him
since he resigned from his jobwhen he was buying
din December last yeaMy medicines. In turn, he said, he
ngarents also stayed with themcheated the store owner of Rs
5 but they had gone to attend & lakh. Police said they are
nmarriage around a week backtrying to verify his claims.
avsumit, his wife and threeThe guard of the housing
nchildren were alone in the flat,” society in which the family
f Singh said. lived said that he saw Kumar
PThe bodies of four victims leaving the main gate of the
n were sent for post-mortem andsociety late on Saturday night.
the police filed an FIR after the“l saw him smoking downstairs
svictim’s brother filed a around 1.30pm. Later at
ccomplaint, said superintendenaround 3 am, | saw him going
of police (city) Shlok Kumar outside the main entrance by
s Sumit Kumar was bookedfoot... | did not hear any sound
Idunder section 302 (murder) offrom their second floor flat
piPC. either” said Indrajit Singh, the
In his alleged confessionguard of the housing society




