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Life’s heck

By- Dr Nunglekpam Premi Devi
Independent Scholar

When I'm hungrythere isrt any food left to eat;

When food is readyt am not eating and just left over;
When I'm thirsty there isrt a mouthful of saliva;

When wate's plenty | ditch dirty with feet steps;

When | have bicycle, | really don't know how to ride;
When | need a bicycle, the bicycle isn't fixing properly;
When I'm tired of standing, there isn't a seat to sit on;
When I'm sitting on a seat, | usually give up for others;
When | think of walking, there are too muddy road;
Life’s isnt beautiful, when you aretplan timely;

Life’s heck, when | turn back seeing through.

When I'm ready to dance, there isn't a stag ready;

When stages ready set-go, | fget all the moves;

When I'm feeling bore, there isn’t any good day to start with;
When | feel like crying, there isn't a tear rolling down;

When I'm crying, there isn’t any voice coming out noticing me;
When | feel love, there isn’t a one to hold to;

When | feel bad of, there is lot of faking goodness;

When I'm in a mood, there isn't responding good situation;
When I'm lonely theres lot of egos echoing;

When | search for people, there isn't anyone in helping me;
Living’s a worry when you arem'on time;

Life’s heck, when | turn back seeing through.

When | have plenty of mongthere isrt any to use;

When | need to byythere isrt a single penny left with me;
When | need make up kit, there isn’t any to search for;
When | need lipstick, there isn't one, red | substitute;

When | need brow pencil, there isn’t one, black | substitute;
When | need combing, there isn’t time, hurry hair doing;
When my hair is readyhere isrt a perfect one to comb;

When I'm too important activitythere isrt enough time to bath;
When I'm fresh and readyhere isrt any meeting holding;

Life isn’t sweet, when you aren’t holding sweeter;

Life’s heck, when | turn back seeing through;

FLYING STARAT YOUR LIPS

By- Parthajit Borah

Gliding smile at your lips often

troubled me asking the colour of spring.

| smell your appealing eyes

to flow my love sea .

Sliding clouds silently winks behind

the vastness of thoughts.

Night is preparing fighting against the day with all the vigour

Heart is still drying in the hope of a downpour to drench my
withered chest.

Flying star swiftly falls at your lips
Challenging all the periphery of heart.
Echoes are fell in the ocean of profound

silence for the rustling of pain.
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The Sory of 40 Pineapple Suckers :
Beyond 70rears of Pineapple Cultivation

By -Gin Gangte

Comes September 6, all roads wilManipur Pineapple Festivalfarmers of the state. 2.Infrastructural Empowerment :
leads to Khousabung DistrictCommiittee, Manipur Seventy years down the line, yeKhousabung area is still lacking in
Council Constituency Pineapple:A Case forate Fruit  all is not well and there arebasic infrastructural amenities,
Headquarters in  HenglepPromotion of a product or anythingmounting problems being faced bythoughthey have been the largest
Assembly Constituency of that matters require ‘recognition’.the farmerscommunity To begin producer of pineapple in Manipur
Churachandpur District. OccasionHistory has it that pineapple haswith, transportation is always aTowards this end, the role of
Celebration of the XIth State Levelbeen cultivated in Manipur for overheadache for the farmers as ther@overnment is imperative, with
Manipur Pineapple Festival 2018! many centuriesAdded to this, are hardly good and motorablesetting up of “Fruit Processing
For the first time, the Chief pineapple is the largest fruitsroads within the periphery of theCentre” to yield added value of
Minister of Manipur Pu produced in Manipur - far ahead ofsprawling pineapple farms. In thepineapple, leading to economic
Nongthombam Biren Singh would Orange, Lemon or Passion Fruitsabsence of modern transportatiorhooms for the farmers and pushing
be gracing the celebration, writinglt is cultivated in almost all the 16 the farmers have to transport theip the states GDP higherup,
anew golden chapter in the historydistricts of the state. harvested pineapple by traditionabesides generating hundreds of
of Manipur Pineapple Festival, andConsidering the need for promotiormeans, carrying the pineappleemployment avenues in tocold
the first Chief Minister to be and recognition, and owing tobasket (pawtlang) on their backstorage for preservation of the
interacted with the 500 pineapplehistorical richness and large scal&Secondly marketing is another seasonal fruits through all seasons
farmers in flesh and blood in theproduction of pineapple in theproblem being faced by themay also be set - up to help the
long 70 years of pineapplestate, coupled with 70 years offarmers.With no semblance of farmers in yielding better returns.
cultivation in Khousabung Region. cultivation as alternative livelihood large scale fruit processing3.Financial Empowerment There
Hopes are in the air and a new raprofession by large section of theindustry hindsight in the state,are no basic financial institutions in
of vista and inspiration fills the farmers‘community it is desirable pineapple have to be sold in opeiKhousabung area till today
hearts of the farmersommunity that “Pineapple” may be accordednarket only for human Although there are about 500
waiting the impending the status of “State Fruit” andcomsumption, which limits the pineapple farmers who worked and
magnanimous blessings from thaleclaration of the same by theselling capacity and the price oftoiled through day in and day out,
Chief Minister, for a better Government of Manipur pineapple are being compromisedhowever they are denied financial
Manipur! The ‘First Blood’ Cultivators: much to the agony of the farmerssaving sans financial institutions.
More than seventy years ago, just?When Pu Songpu Gangte plantedhe Queen varieties of pineappleThe much talked of “Financial
a little away before the dawn of40 pineapple suckers atwhich are harvested in the montinclusion” is still a wild dream for
India’s Independence, to be precis&housabung in 1947, it was soorof June is predominantly found inthe farmers of Khousabung area as
in Circa 1947, a progressive farmefollowed by others as a professionThoubal and Imphal East. there is not a single banking sector
by name Pu Songpu Gangte plantednd the process of pineapplerhe Khousabung Experience: in the area. Opening of financial
just 40 pineapple suckers atultivation gradually spread to newEven as Khousabung DCC area igstitutions such as State Bank of
Khousabung in Churachandpurareas, one after the oth&mong the largest producer of pineapplédndia (SBI) may be given top priority
District of Manipur The 40 those early cultivators were Puin Manipur, the area has beenThe Final Call:

pineapple suckers that wereKhamzathang Gangte, the latainfortunately one of the mostSeventieth year of Pineapple
planted 70 years ago have foreve€hief of Bunglawn, Pu (L) Kamsoi “neglected” area in terms ofcultivation and a decade of
changed the history and destinyGangte, Pu (L) Nielgo Gangte, anddevelopment and governance fograssroots movement, in the form
of Khousabung DCC area inothers. They took to pineapplenearly half a centuryAlthough and style of Manipur Pineapple
particular and the state in generalcultivation in a massive scale andKhousabung has given the state Restival, howsoeveit is sad but
revolutionizing pineapple the pineapple cultivation haspride of place in the field of true that there has been lacked of
cultivation as a livelihood spread it wings by becoming as apineapple cultivation, on the otherzeal and enthusiasm from the
alternative in Manipur alternative livelihood profession. hand, the government is yet todGovernment  to promote
Pineapple, a tropical fruit famousMay their souls rest in peace!  deliver it's due to the people.horticulture crops and the farming
for its “thorny crown” has been My father, the Late Chief of Decades of apathy andcommunity per se. In the midst of
first cultivated in Brazil. Pineapple Bunglawn once told me thatlackadaisical approach of thechanging political dynamism, there
was first called “anana”, a wordpineapple suckers were collecteduccessive governments all thesis however a silver lining of hopes
derived from the Tupi-Guaranifrom Lakhipur inAssam. He said years have resulted in Khousabunépr the future. It is, therefore,
word “nanas” in SouttAmerica, that he himselfhad collected DCC as the most “backward” areanteresting to note that the success
which literally means “excellent” pineapple suckers from Lakhipurin the whole of Manipur of India’'s Act East Policy
fruit. Despite the fact that ananasand transported it by flight. They Notwithstanding the fact that theparticularly in the case of Manipur
had long been grown and eaten invere the first one who planted thepeople of Khousabung areawill solely rest with the success of
South America, the explorer Giant Kew variety of Pineapple inworked and toiled through thick horticulture crops and availability
Christopher Columbus was stillManipur, even though the Queenand thin, braving the mercurial surof indigenous products for outside
credited for the discovery of thevarieties were found in Thoubaland rainsA true reflection of their exports.With the People Chief
fruit in 1493. He found it on the area of the state. What is unique irgrit and determination in upholdingMinister in Pu Nongthombam Biren
Island of Guadeloupe, which is nowtheir approach was that, the “firstthe spirit of “dignity of labour”, Singh leading at the front and a
a French overseas territory in théblood” cultivators have chosenthey have chosen the professiohard-working Minister for
Southern Caribbean. pineapple cultivation as afor the last 70 years, giving anHorticulture & Soil Conservation,
Pineapple cultivation waslivelihood alternative, which “alternative” livelihood mission, Pu Thounaojam Shyamkumar
introduced to India by Portuguesestands the test of time, for the laspioneering a profession sinceactively pursuing the goal, there is
in 1548AD. 70 years. India’s Independence. a glimmer of hopes for the future.
The People’s Festival: The Manipur Experience: Even as Khousabung area is th&owards this end, an administrative
With the aim of promotion of Locally known as “Lengthei” in largest producer of pineapple inmechanism that links the
pineapple to the next level andGangte dialect, which means thehe state, giving Manipur a rightful Government and the people of
focussing on empowerment of the'King of all Fruits”, pineapple has place in the arena of pineappléKhousabung Region is the need of
farmers for sustainable been cultivated in almost all the 16cultivation in India, howsoever the hour

development, and with the aim ofdistricts of ManipurThis is clear Khousabung is one of the mosPost Script :A New Ray of Hope
finding a better and sustainabldrom the fact that “Pineapple “backward” and “neglected” arealn recent years, there is a strong
marketing avenues, the State Levdtestivals” are being celebrated irtill today by successive movement currently taking place
Manipur Pineapple Festival wassome part of the state or othitom Governments, one after the otheramong the farmers’ community for
celebrated for the first time in 2008time to time, apart from the “Statelt’s high time that the Governmentbetter and healthier production of
at Khousabung DCC Headquartersevel” celebrationAccording to a compensate “more than 50 yearpineapple. Under the initiative of the
in Churachandpur District. Sincesurvey conducted by the Manipurof apathy and negligence” byManipur Oganic and MissioAgency
then, the festival is beingPineapple Festival Committee,delivering “justice” to the people (MOMA), there are 500 farmers in
celebrated every yeacomes the Manipur in August 2008, whom they have been “swearedChurachandpur District alone taking
“Season of Joy”. Keeping in mind Churachandpur District is theto serve them. up organic farming as a mission, of
the “State Level” tag and largest producer of pineapple inBasically, there are three “Es” which 200 farmers will be getting
respecting the spirit of the festival,the state, thanks to the large scalehich can transform and take Organic Certification next yeafrhe
the festival was celebrated inproductions of pineapple within Khousabung, unchallenging and paradigm shift from “fertilizer” to
different places and locations ovethe jurisdiction of Khousabungundisputedly the “Capital” of “organic” farming would be a great
the years - be it at the state capitdDistrict Council Constituency “Pineapple” and its surrounding boost for the farmers in the long run.
Imphal, Sendra in BishnupurThere are about 400 pineapplareas to a giant new leap forward The recent major development in
District, to name just fewlt is farmersin Khousabung DCC aloneas under: the corridor of the fate's
noteworthy that the festival haswith an area of over 1000 acres ofl.. Administrative Empowerment:  Horticulture & Soil Conservation in
been participated by hues inland being under cultivatiorAs Khousabung and its surroundingairlifting one metric tonne of organic
thousands over the years, aptlypne takes to Khousabung DCCareas may be able to see the lighgineapple to Delhi has raised a new
becoming the PeopkeFestival. Headquarters, a lively sprawlingof development and taste the fruihope and vista for the pineapple
Itis imperative here to mention thatpineapple farms, with all scenicof India’'s freedom by farmers of the state. It is hope that
the State Level Manipur Pineapplebeauty of the hills would “Empowering” them with the expansion of pineapple market
Festival is much more than amesmerize the visitord.cynosure necessary administrativein the form of ‘export’ will definitely
festival, much deeper than theof all eyes, indeed! machineries. This can be achievetielp the farmers’ community in
glamour of show and extravaganzad he Giant Kew variety of by creating Khousabung as aielding higher income, which has
or photo ops of VVIPs. The corepineapple, with all nutritious “special” zone and establishingbeen otherwise in dormant for the
agenda of the festival was, is andontents, has been known by manggovernmeng administrative wing last 70 years.

will always be a peopls’ asone of the best pineapple in theuch as Additional Deputy (The writer is a journalist and
movement, a movement forworld. Commissioner (ADC) or at least Founding Honorary Secretary of
grassroots developmentA ComesAugust, the Giant Kew creation of Khousabung Sub - Manipur Pineapple Festival
movement for progressA variety booms to its zenith turningDivision for peedy progress and Committee, ManipuA Masters
movement for prosperityA the month ofAugust as the holistic development. In such in Political Science and a
movement for “Survival ohll”. A “Season of Joy” for the pineapplescenario, the Government recipient of “Jewel of India”
movement for “Equal” footingA  farmers. While the size of the Giantrepresentative, say tA®C or SDO  Award, he has been honad
movement for financial uplift of the Kew  variety has shown can best deliver the Government’ with the degree of “Doctor of
farmers.A movement peace & appreciable looks, the averagegenda at the grassroots levelHumanity” (Honoris Causa). He
brotherhoodA movement for the weight of one pineapple is about Iesulting in transforming the can be reached at

overall higher pitch of the State. kg. The harvest season of‘backward” area to a “model” gingangte@gmail.com.

As of date, there are 500 pineappl@ineapple is a high point of the yeacolony or region of Mother Facebook @ Gin Gangte /
farmers registered with thefor the pineapple lovers andManipur Twitter @ GinGangte)




