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DLO
meeting held
DIPR
Ccpur, Oct. 7,
Protection of land belonging
to v ar io u s Go v er n men t
d ep ar t men ts, stu d yin g/
assess in g f easib il ity o f
setting up a detention cum
rehabilitation centre for drug
ad d ict s, actio n p lan to
contain outbreak of locust at
Lun gthu l ar ea ar e amon g
o th er s issu es d is cu ssed
today during a District Level
Co o r d i n atio n Co m mittee
(DLCC) meeting chaired by
Sh r i S h yam Lal P o o n ia,
Dep u t y
Co mmissi o n er,
Churachandpur yesterday at
the Conference Hall of DC’s
office here.
I t w as r eso lv ed in th e
meeting that land belonging
to various Govt departments/
o f f ices in th e d istr ict b e
p r o tected
again st
encroachers. To ward s th is
end, the DC has instructed
concerned DLOs to conduct
proper demarcation of the
lan d a llo tted to th eir
depar tments and sub mit a
co py o f their p atta to the
district administration.
Taking cognizance of drug
addicts and their menace in
th e so ciety, th e DLCC
meetin g to d ay decid ed to
h o ld a n o th er meet in g o f
concerned departments such
as DSWO, CMO, Police, etc
on Monday at 11.AM at SP’s
Office to study or assess the
feasib ility of settin g up a
detention cum rehabilitation
centre for drug addicts. As a
security advisory, Sr SP Shri
Kabib K has also urged all
concerned DLO s to install
CCTV cameras within their
respective premises in order
to keep the offices premises
und er su rv eillan ce r ou n d
th e clock. Besid es, it will
also facilitate swift tracking
of criminal activities, if any,
in and around Govt offices.
Expressing serious concern
o ver
th e
r ep o r te d
i n f es ta t io n o f l o cu st i n
Lungthul area under Singat
sub - div isio n, th e DC has
i n s tr u c te d t h e D is tr ic t
Agriculture Of ficer to send
a team of officials to survey
and assess the situation at
the earliest.

Women prisoners, open jail inmates can now Arun Jaitley says scope
to link Aadhaar with
make video calls to kin in Maharashtra
mobile phone numbers

Agency
Mumbai Oct 7,

Women pr iso ner s an d
inmates of open jails across
Maharashtra can now make
video calls to their families
and relatives, said a senior
o ff icial of th e p riso n
d ep artmen t o f the state
government. This could be
the first-of-its-kind initiative
for prisoners in the country,
claimed the official.
Und er th e initiativ e, th e
prison department has started
a smart video calling facility
f or in mates lod ged in
w omen ’s jails an d o pen
prisons, the official said.
A prisoner can talk to his/her
f amily memb ers fo r f iv e
minutes and is charged Rs 5
for availing the service, he
said. “It was initiated on a
p ilot basis at the Central
Prison at Yerawada in Pune
and now it has been started

in women’s jails and open
prisons across the state,” he
said.
Throu gh the v ideo calling
facility, prisoners can speak
to their relatives or family
members for five minutes on a
given day on mobile phone
numbers registered with the
department, he said.
Smartphones being used for
the v ideo f acility, w h ich
brings inmates and their family
members face to face, have
been purchased by dipping
into th e Prisoners Welfare
Fund, the official said. The
w ho le co nv ersation is
mon ito red b y a p olice
constable to ensure the video
chat centr es o n ly ar o un d
family issues and well-being
of each other, he said.
Earlier, the department had
installed coin bo x pho nes
inside jails to enable inmates
to speak to th eir family
members. These phones were

installed on court orders and
prisoners could use them for
five minutes, he said.
Ar ou nd 28,000 p rison er s,
inclu d in g con v icts an d
undertrials, are lodged in 54
jails across the state. Among
them, 13 are open prisons and
two are women’s jails, he said.
Besides, the department has
set up high-tech rooms in all
the prisons with thick glass
partitions separating inmates
and visitors, the official said.
In these rooms, inmates and
their family members can see
each o th er and co nv erse
through a mike, he said.
Maharashtra has taken a lead
in using video conferencing
facility to produce undertrail
p rison er s in co ur ts fo r
hearings, the official said. Last
year, 1.11 lakh undertrials were
p ro d uced bef or e v ar iou s
cou r ts th ro u gh
v ideo
conferencing, he said, adding,
“This year, we are expecting

this number to top 1.5 lakh.”
In another initiative called
‘Galab het’ (emb race yo ur
child), children aged below 16
years are allowed to meet their
parents lodged in jails, the
official said. “We have also
started tele-medicine initiative
for prisoners, under which
they can get medical advice
o ver the telep h on e f ro m
doctors,” he said.
The Mahar ashtr a p riso n
department, headquartered in
Pune, oversees nine central
jails, 31 district jails, 13 open
jails and 172 sub-jails. There
are two separate prisons for
women at Pune and Mumbai,
according to the department’s
website. Two open prisons for
women are located in Pune
and Akola, it said. Open jails
give the prisoners freedom of
mo vement. Th ey are also
allowed to work on farms or
factories while serving their
sentence.

J-K local body polls: Ahead of election
tomorrow, security stepped up in valley
Agency
Srinagar Oct 7,
Secu rity
fo r ces
h av e
intensified checking and area
d ominatio n as p ar t o f an
elaborate plan to provide a
sen se of secu r ity f or th e
smooth conduct of local body
polls in the Kashmir Valley,
officials said Sunday. The first
p hase o f the p o lls star t
Monday.
“An elaborate security plan
has been put in place for the
smooth conduct of the polls,”
a senior police official said.
He said security forces have
intensified vehicle checking,
frisking and area domination
in the city as well as in the
other areas of the valley in the
run up to the polls. “Many
check - po ints h av e b een
p laced in th e city w h er e
vehicles are being checked.
Sniffer dogs are also being
used to check vehicles. We are
making sure that no untoward
incident happens,” he said.
The of ficial said w h ile

p ro v id ing
a
secur e
atmosphere for the polls was
a challenge, there is a good
syn ergy b etw een v ar iou s
security agencies and several
step s h av e b een taken to
provide a general sense of
security in the valley. “We are
providing cluster secu rity.
Most of the candidates have
been taken to secure locations
and some have been given a
security cover. The areas are
b ein g mad e saf e thr o ugh
o per ation s and in creased
presence of forces as well as
through area domination,” the
o ff icial said . He said
deployment of forces has been
worked out and sensitive areas
have been taken care of.
The o f ficial said p ollin g
boo ths have been secu red
and a thick layer of security
h as b een th ro w n aro un d
them. “The focus is to keep
trouble makers at bay so that
there is untoward incident and
p eo p le co me ou t to v ote
without any fear,” he said.
Inspector General of CRPF,

Kashmir, Ravideep Singh Sahi
said the “environment” in the
entire Kash mir Vall ey is
u n d er co n tr o l an d th e
en d eavo u r is to create a
sense of security so that the
peop le co me o ut to v ote.
“We have made elabo rate
ar r an gemen ts f o r th e
secur ity. Whatev er fo r ce
w as r eq u ir ed f o r th e
elections, has come and they
ar e b ein g d ep loyed. Th ey
h av e been h ere f or some
time and they are adequately
familiarised with the area. We
h av e
star ted
ar ea
d omin atio n, check -p oints
have been installed in various
areas and we are working in
close coordination with the
police and army,” Singh said.
He said o per ation s w er e
being co ndu cted to arrest
trou ble mo ngers so that a
secur e env iro nment is
provided to the people. “We
h av e
made
ad eq u ate
arrangements for the security
o f the can didates, th eir
personal security as well as

the
acco mmo datio n
arr an gemen ts, w e h av e
elaborate plan for that. Area
do mination , ch ecking and
operations have been going
on so that trouble mongers are
arrested and there is a general
sen se o f security,” the IG
CRPF said.
Jammu and Kashmir Governor
Satya Pal Malik Saturday took
a d etailed r ev iew of th e
security situation in the state
ahead of the first phase of the
municipal elections.
The meeting was attended by
Northern Army Commander, Lt
Gen Ranbir Singh, Director
Gener al of Po lice Dilbagh
Singh, GOC 15 Corps, Lt Gen
A K Bhat, and top officials
from police, CRPF and civil
administration.
Th e meeting d iscussed
security arrangements made
for the smooth conduct of the
f o r th co min g electio ns to
u r b an lo cal b o d ies an d
panchayats and the need of
a safe environment for the
elections.

Rape backlash: Fearing for lives after attacks by mobs, UP, MP
and Bihar migrants flee Gujarat
Agency
Ahmedabad Oct 7,
HUDDLED
UNDER
Ahmedabad’s Chanakyapuri
flyover with their bags and
small children, they waited for
a bus that would take them on
a backbreaking 24-30-hour
jou rn ey ho me to Uttar
Pr adesh, Mad hya Pr adesh
and Bihar.
Fr om Ahmed ab ad and its
neighbouring districts, Hindispeaking migrants who have
lived in Gujarat for years, are
fleeing — driven by fear after
mobs, seemingly angry over
the alleged r ape o f a 14mo nth -o ld gir l, started to
attack “non-Gujaratis” earlier
this week.
In some cases, landlords had
asked them to leave, said some
of the migrants waiting for a
b us in the af ter no o n su n
Saturday. At least 180 people
h ad been arr ested in th e
d istr icts o f Gan d hinagar,
Ahmedab ad, Sabar kantha,
Patan , an d Meh san a fo r
targeting migrants, especially
those from UP and Bihar, police
had said Friday.
“My children were playing in
the lane outside our house

when the mob attacked on
Thursday night. They are still
in shock. I took my four-yearold son to the doctor to calm
him down that night,” said
Rajkumari Jatav, 30, waiting
for a bu s to retur n to her
village in Bhind district of
Madhya Pradesh.
Rajkumari’s three children and
her husband, who does paint
jobs to sustain the family, live
in Mahadev Nagar, a colony of
migr ants in Ahmedab ad’s
Chandlodiya area. Several other
migrant families who are their
neighbours, are fleeing too —
in their seven years in Gujarat,
none of them has ever felt a fear
like this, Rajkumari said.
Dharmendra Kushwaha, who
too is from Bhind and lives in
Mahadev Nagar, said some
1,500 UP, Bihar, an d MP
migrants may have fled from
their homes in the colony over
the last few days. “Two
hundred people left today,” said
Kushwaha, 20, a labourer who
works with painters, and arrived
in Ahmedabad two years ago
after spending seven years in
Surat. He said masked men had
told him to “leave Gujarat before
9 am” Saturday, or he would be
dead.

Some 20 buses, each packed
with more than 80 passengers,
left for UP, MP and Bihar
Saturday. Normally, no more
than a handful of buses leave
on these long-distance routes
every week.
“A bus would leave for UP,
Bihar, or MP once in two days,
with perhaps 25 passengers. But
now, I am having to
accommodate 80 or 90 people
in each bus. And 20 such buses
are leaving every day,” said
Pintoo Singh of Satyam Tomar
Travels, an agency that has
been operating private buses on
these routes for several years.
Krishnachandra Sharma, a 42year-old building construction
contractor who says he has
lived in Ahmedabad for the last
22 years, cannot recall having
witn essed seen a situation
earlier. “There have been HinduMuslim riots, but n ever
something like this. The news
spread like wildfire on Facebook
and
WhatsApp, wh ich
everyone has on their phones,”
he said.
Manju Singh (27), who does
paint jobs in Gandhinagar, said
his bike was stopp ed b y a
gro up of seven men o n
Thu r sd ay ev enin g. “They

asked me where I was from.
Sixth sense told me to lie, and
I said I was from Rajasthan.
When they probed further, I
mumbled th e n ame o f a
district. They let me go only
after they h ad satisf ied
themselves I was not from UP,
MP or Bihar. Immediately after
I left, they burnt a vehicle at
that very spot,” Manju Singh
said.
Man ju Sin gh an d sev eral
others left for their homes in
Madhya Pradesh Saturday. All
of them are painters, and this
is peak business season for
them, with Gujaratis painting
and decorating their homes
ahead of Diwali.
Waiting for a bus to Jalaun
district in UP, Urmila Devi,
who has been living in Kalol
in Gandhinagar district for the
last two years, said she did not
know why people from her
state were being attacked, or
who was targeting them.
“Some 50-60 people stormed
our settlement, shouting, ‘Sab
bhaiyya log nikal jao nahin toh
mar-peet karenge’,” she said.
“They set all the pani puri
stalls in the lane outside our
homes on fire. My son-in-law
now has a fractured arm. Our

landlords asked us to leave as
soon as possible,” Urmila said.
Mannbhai Prajapati (26), who
has been selling pani puri in
Visnagar in Mehsana district
for the last 11 years, fled home
with his family and reached
Ahmedabad Friday morning.
On Saturday, he said he was
boarding the first bus he could
get for his village in UP, along
w ith h is wif e and th ree
children, ages eight, two, and
one.
“We do not know why they are
doing this to u s. We have
locked our rented rooms and
left with only our clothes.
What else could we do? We
do not know when we will be
able to r etu rn . We n ever
thought we would have to run
away like this,” he said.
Meanwhile, the child whose
alleged rape by a man from
Bihar on Sep tember 28 in
Sabarkantha district triggered
the violence against Hindispeak ing migr ants, was
discharged from hospital in
Ah med abad Satur day. Her
condition was stable and she
was out of danger, a senior
official of the hospital said. The
alleged r ap ist had b een
arrested on the same day.

Agency
New Delhi Oct 7,
Union Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley Saturday said that it
w as still p o ssib le to lin k
mobiles to Aadhaar and to
allow private sector to use
the unique identity, provided
there was statutory backing
to it an d th e te st o f
p r o p o r tio n ality co u ld b e
satisfied.
Speaking at the Hindustan
Times Lead ership Summit
here, Jaitley said the Supreme
Court had upheld “most of
w h at A ad h aar d o e s”. He
added, “What has not been
u p h eld f al ls in tw o
categories. Bulk of that has
been stru ck do wn on two
p r in ci p les — o n e is th e
principle of proportionality,
that Aadhaar will help in these
cases, please weigh the pros
and cons and then do it by
an appropriate law. So this
whole argument which was
b ein g giv en , th at p r iv ate
companies can’t use it… For
instance there is a Section 57
which says you can authorise
others either ‘by law’ or ‘by
contract’. So what has been
struck down is ‘by contract’.
By law it can still be done,
p ro vided yo u do it un der
adequate prov isio n of law
and you do it on the basis
th at, i n th is f ield , it is
necessary.”
Asked if Aadhaar would be
extended to b ank accounts
and mobile phones, Jaitley
said, “I don’t know, but in
sev eral areas, f or instance
in co me tax, th ey ( th e
Supreme Court) permitted it.
Becau se th ey said o n th e
principle of proportionality,
income tax you do it by law.
The Act h as alr eady b een
amend ed. An d sin ce there
was largescale violation, it
was permitted. So if you are
able to show the kind of data
that, in mobile telephony, it
will help, it can happen… So
th ese ar e th e tw o cr itical
areas, one is bank accounts,
the other is mobile telephony.
So you will th en h av e to
decide where it can’t be done
an d w h er e o n b as is o f
intrinsic data available, you
can say that proportionality
then demands that it can be
done.”
Th e Un ion minister add ed
that, in his view, the majority
opinion in the Aadhaar case
“is a very sound judgment”.
“Because, after all, you have
a system where you give a
lot of government moneys on
various subsidies to all kinds
of people. And that was the
principal object of Aadhaar.
Aadhaar is not a citizenship
card. Aadhaar was that those
who want benefits from the
State… an d th at’s h o w it
became a Money Bill.”
Noting that he was criticised
for introducing the Aadhaar
legislation as a Money Bill,
Jaitley added, “I said it’s pure
and simple distribu tion of
monetary reso urces by the
State, in terms of subsidies
etc, which will directly reach
bank accounts… And if it is
r each in g p eo p le, in th e
absence of Aadhaar, it was
reaching peo ple who were
never born in this world. We
had peop le wh o were n ot
deserving getting it, we had
people who got it twice and
thrice over.”
The use of Aadhaar had saved
th e go vern ment Rs 90,000
crore last year, he said, “fourfive times the amount that is
bein g sp en t o n Ayushman

Bharat”. “So that’s the kind
of resources you save. And
th eref o r e, to b r in g o u t
ar gumen ts (th at) it may
encroach on liberty and so
on… I think it was a bit too
ov erstated. Th erefor e I ’m
glad th at th e major ity
(opinion) didn’t accept it.”
On the Supreme Court verdict
decriminalising Section 377
of the IPC which penalised
same-sex r elation s, Jaitley
noted that he had said in the
past that the time had come
for this change. However, he
expressed reserv ations on
some of the observations in
the judgment. “The debate
on 377 was on for a long time,
it was a global debate, and on
th e
issu e
of
decriminalisation, there was
an international trend. In fact
I was one of the first persons
in political life years ago who
co mmen ted th at time had
come to decriminalise it. In
society many have accepted
it. It took some time. There
was a favo urable ju dicial
verdict, an adverse verdict.
And then finally it came to
the Constitution bench. And
I think it’s been received fairly
okay and fairly well.”
However, he added, while he
agr eed w ith th e co ur t’s
f in din gs that same- sex
relations were not against the
order of nature, and that there
should be no discrimination
on this basis and that sexual
activity was a part of Article
21 guaranteeing right to life
an d p er so n al lib er ty, h e
disagreed with the view that
it was also part of free speech.
“I think the problem comes
when, writing these historical
judgments, you get carried
away and want to be a part of
history and therefore you go
a step further. So whereas
these three reasonings I fairly
agree with, the fourth one I
completely disagree with —
that it’s also a part of free
speech.”
Ju stifyin g this, th e Union
minister said, “I think it is a
little excessiv e an d th e
con sequ ences of that may
not be on decriminalisation.
Free speech is an entir ely
different campaign. It can be
restrained only on reasons of
sovereignty, security, public
order and so on. And, mind
you these, because there is a
tendency to keep on creating
n ew f u n d amen tal r igh ts
ev ery d ay. So w h en yo u
co nv er t
th is
into
a
fundamental right and say it’s
free speech, then how do you
restrain any form of sexual
activ ity, ho mo sexu al o r
bisexual, in a school hostel,
in a p r iso n , on an Ar my
f ro n tier. An d u n less in a
subsequent view it’s clarified,
that court observation which
was not necessary for the
purpose (of) deciding this
case, I think is something
w h ich r eq u ir es f u rth er
debate.”
O n the Su p r eme Co u r t
judgment regarding Section
497 o f th e I PC, wh ich
p un ish ed on ly a man fo r
ad u lter y, he said , “th e
section itself was very, very
b ad ly w o r ded ” an d w as
“rightly quashed”. But again,
Jaitley d id n ot f avo ur the
court saying it was only a
“matr imo n ial o f f en ce”, a
p r ivate w r on g an d no t a
public wrong, and wondered
if the logic could then be
exten d ed to b igamy an d
po lygamy too. “… then it
w o u ld b e a w h o lly an tiwoman judgment,” he said.

