Evening daily

Imphal Times
Regd.No. MANENG /2013/51092

3 Persons
Nabbed;
explosives
recovered
in Imphal
In a major breakthrough
during a joint operation
conducted by Thoubal
Battalion of 9 Sector
Assam Rifles under the
aegis o f HQ I GAR
(Sou th ) and Tho ub al
Comman do s
th ree
symp athiser s
of
p ro scr ibed
gr ou p
PREPAK
w er e
apprehended from two
locations in Imphal on 03
October 2018.
Six Improvised Explosive
Dev ices (I EDs) w er e
r ecov ered
f ro m
possession of one of the
apprehended individuals
whereas the other two
ind ivid uals
w er e
inv o lv ed
in
th e
transp or tatio n o f th e
explosives from Moreh.
The IEDs were likely to
be used to target Security
f or ces an d cause
disturbance as a run up
to the PREPAK raising
day on 09 October.
With the apprehensions
the nefarious designs of
the proscribed group to
d isru p t p eace an d
tranquility in the State
w er e th warted. Th e
apprehended individuals
have been handed over
to the Police for further
legal action.

Indonesia
disaster:
Search
teams make
last-ditch
efforts to
find
survivors
Search teams mad e
desperate last-ditch efforts
today to find survivors, a
week on from devastating
quake-tsunami
in
Indonesia.
Officials said, more than a
thousand people could still
be missing.
The death toll from the
disaster has already
crossed 1,500. Local military
spokesman Muhammad
Thohir said that the death
toll had risen to 1,558, up
about 100 from the
previous official figure.
Search efforts focused on
eight key locations,
including a beach and the
Balaroa area where the
quake turned the surface
temporarily to mush.
About 20 planes carrying
vital supplies such as
medical equipment and
generators are now heading
from all over the world to
the disaster zone.
Indonesia sits along the
Pacific “Ring of Fire”, the
world’s most tectonically
active region, and its 260
million people are
vulnerable to earthquakes,
tsunamis and volcanic
eruptions
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Minister Biswajit inaugurates Right to
Information Week Celebration

DIPR
Imphal, Oct 5,
I nf or mation an d Pub lic
Relations Minister Thongam
Biswajit Singh inaugurated
Right to Information Week
Celebration 2018, today at
Lamyanba Shanglen, Palace
Compound, Imphal. The event

was organised by Manipur
Information Commission with
the objective of popularizing
the RTI Act, 2005 and also to
spr ead mass awar en ess
among the stakeholders. The
event was spo n so r ed b y
Department of Personnel &
Train ing,
Min istry
of
Personnel, Public Grievances

& Pensions, Government of
India.
Add r essin g the gather in g
Minister Biswajit stated Right
to I nf o rmation Act is an
important Act which helps in
bringin g tr ansp aren cy and
accou ntab ility f or a goo d
governance.
He asser ted that the State

Go ver nment has tak en up
v ar io u s steps to cur b
corruption in the state. He also
maintained that we need to
control misuse of RTI Act.
Minister Biswajit continued
that two State Information
Commissioners were newly
appointed to strengthen the
Man ip u r
In f or matio n
Commission as RTI Act is very
important act. In a democratic
country every individual has
the right to know the steps
taken up by the government.
He
also
w elco med
co nstru ctive criticism and
called upon for contribution
for the welfare of the society.
I n co n nection with th e
celebr atio n, a State Lev el
Workshop was also held and
v ar iou s r eso ur ce p er son s
delivered lecture on the RTI
Act.
The inaugural session of the
celebration were attended by
MLA Y. Surchandra Singh,
State Ch ief In f or matio n
Commissio ner, Th .Ib ob i
Singh, newly appointed State
Information Commissioners
Dr S. Ibocha Singh and O.
Sunil Singh among others.

Supreme Court dismisses plea by accused in
Kathua case seeking fresh probe
Courtesy - AIR
New Delhi Oct 4,
On Friday dismissed a plea by
an accused in the Kathua gang
rape and murder case seeking
f resh inv estigation in th e
matter on grounds that the
probe conducted earlier was
allegedly motivated.
A ben ch o f Justices Ud ay
Umesh Lalit an d D Y
Chandrachud also dismissed

a separate plea filed by two
other accu sed in the case
seek in g tran sf er of th e
investigation in the matter to
an independent agency.
The bench, while rejecting
b oth th e p leas, said th e
accused could raise this issue
before the lower court during
the ongoing trial.
The state po lice’s cr ime
br anch, w hich p robed the
case, filed the main charge

sheet against seven people
and a separate charge sheet
against a juvenile revealing
details about how the minor

girl was allegedly kidnapped,
drugged and raped inside a
place of worship before being
killed.
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Biswajit inaugurates 5 Day
Photo Exhibition on 4 yrs
achievement of NDA Govt

PIB

Imphal, Oct 5,
A 5 day Photo Exhibition on
the theme “Saaf Niyat, Sahi
Vikas” showcasing the 4 years
ach iev emen ts o f NDA
Government was inaugurated
by Th Biswajit Singh, Minister
IPR, RD, Works, Electricity &
Industry at INA Memorial Hall,
Moirang today. The ph oto
exhibition is being organised by
the Regional Outreach Bureau,
Imphal under the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
Government of India.
MLA Mo ir ang Assembly
constituency P Saratchandra
Singh (Retd IAS) and S K
Malv iya, Ad d l. Directo r
General (Region), Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
attended the function as the
guest of honour and president
while K Sonikumar Singh,
Head of Regional Outreach
Bureau, Imphal was the other
presidium member.
Speaking on the occasion as
the chief guest, Th Biswajit
Singh highlighted the various
initiativ es o f th e NDA
government said stated that
the BJP led government has
ach iev ed
w h at
other
governments have failed to
ach iev e. He said Pr ime
Minister Narendra Modi has
now propelled India into the
top echelon of nations with
h is new initiativ es an d
schemes.
Stating that programmes like
Skill
In d ia
Mission ,
Demonitisation, Digital India,
Beti Bachao, Beti Padao, Make
in India etc. are the brainchild
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Biswajit said all such
amb itiou s initiatives show
Modi’s love of his citizens in
general and his country in

particular. He appealed all the
people to take the benefits of
the schemes.
MLA P Saratchandra Singh
p ointed o ut th e str ategic
location of Manipur state in
the success of Act East Policy.
He however cautioned that
people of the state should not
remain mute spectator to all the
changes happening around
but instead should try to reap
the benef its o f the new
changes.
Earlier, in his keynote address,
S K Malviya, ADG (Region)
highlighted the campaigns
being taken up by the Ministry
of
I nf o rmation
an d
Bro ad castin g an d said
Regional Outreach Bureau,
Imphal will b e o rganising
similar photo exhibitions in
other parts of the state during
the next few months. He said
the Bureau is committed to
tak e the p o licies an d
programmes to every nook and
corner of the country.
K Sonikumar Singh, Head of
Office, Regional Outreach
Bureau Imphal said the Bureau
is op en to w or k w ith th e
stakeh old er s in the state
gov er n men t in cr eatin g
aw areness on gov er nment
schemes. He app ealed the
minister to put forth proposals
for holding such programmes
in th e state o n wh ich th e
Regional Outreach Bur eau
could work.
More than 70 life size photo
panels are at display in the 5
day photo exhibition in which
mor e than 250 peo ple
attended. Artistes of the Field
O utreach Bu reau (FOB)
I mp h al
pr esented
a
scintillating choral song based
on the different programmes
and schemes of the central
government.

Rajnath Singh at HT Leadership Summit: Home Minister blames
Pakistan for troubles in J&K; calls Naxalism biggest challenge
Courtesy - First Post
New delhi Oct 5,
Covering a range of subjects
from farm distress to security
challenges both within and
external, Union home minister
Rajnath Singh gave a general
imp ressio n
of
th e
government’s views on this
arr ay
of
to p ics
while delivering the keynote
address at the 16th Hindustan
Times Leadership Summit in
New Delhi on Friday. Singh
sounded optimistic on two
critical fronts sticking to the
gover nment claim that the
in co me o f far mers w ou ld
indeed double by 2022 and
that Pakistan will be forced to
mend its ways as isolation of
the
co u ntry
in
th e
inter n atio n al
circuit
increasingly mounts.
The
su mmit
themed Reim a gin in g Th e
Fut u re fo r th is year ’s
edition, had the home minister
in con v er satio n w ith th e
Hindustan Times editor-inchief Sashi Shekhar. Following
is the assortment of issues that
Singh chose to touch upon
during the discourse:
On Jammu and Kashmir vis-

a-vis Pakistan
Regarding Pakistan, he stated
that th ou gh th ey are ou r
neighbour, if they fire at India,
the BSF will retaliate. “I have
always told the forces that we
should never fire first. Pakistan
is our neighbour. But, if they
shoot at us then we should
not ponder on what to do,”
said Singh.
He also said that the problems
that India faces with regard to
Jammu an d Kashmir ar e
mostly because of Pakistan. “I
do agree that the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir should
improve. The problem that we
face in Jammu and Kashmir is
mostly because of Pakistan,”
he said.
However, he also spoke about
how the terror incidents have
drastically improved in Jammu
and Kash mir. Th er e w er e
6,000 terror incidents in 1995.
There were approximately 360
such incidents in 2017, said
Singh. Wh en asked abo ut
stone pelting in the state, he
said that stone pelters were
present in before they formed
a government.
He admitted that the BJP-PDP
alliance in Jammu and Kashmir
was not successful.

Singh said that hopefully at
so me p oint, Pak istan will
change its ways. “Pakistan will
change its way at some point,
it h as b een
isolated
internationally. Even Islamic
cou ntr ies h av e spo ken
against it. I am glad that
Muslims in India have not
allowed radicalisation to rise,”
said Singh.
On Naxalism
While sp eak ing ab ou t
Naxalism, Singh stated that it
is the b iggest secu r ity
challenge in the country. He
claimed that Maoism needs to
be eradicated from the roots.
Singh said the government
had succeeded in containing
the Maoist activities to 52-53
districts of the country, much
lower than the 126 districts
four years earlier.
With r egar d to th e Naxal
movement in urban areas that
are taking place, Singh said
that n ob od y sho u ld b e
allowed to promote violence
in the cou ntry. “There are
people who are trying to incite
violence or support violence
using Maoism, we will not
allow that,” he said.
Singh rejected the criticism
that the arrest of five activists

w ith regar d to th e Bh ima
Koregaon violence was linked
to their ideology or that the
po lice had not d one their
homework before going public
with their allegations. “If the
decision had been taken in
hu rry, the Su preme Cou rt
wouldn’t have given a free
hand to the police,” said the
Union home minister.
He also co n demn ed th e
murder of TDP leaders at the
hands of Naxals in Andhra
Pradesh,
calling
it
unfortunate.
On the plight of farmers
On the Kisan Kranti Yatra that
took place on Tuesday and
how he managed to placate
the farmers, Singh said that he
understood the plight of the
farmers. The Un ion ho me
minister stated that farmers are
th e biggest p rod ucers and
consumers, but not enough
has been done to solve their
problems.
He reiterated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s promise that
by 2022, farmers’ income would
d ou ble. “I agr ee th at th e
agriculture sector has been
shaken. Not enough focus has
been laid on the sector. But we
are co ntinu in g to w or k

towards th eir benefit. The
prime minister has already
promised that farmer income
will double by 2022,” said
Singh. “We are working on
increasing Minimum Support
Price on various crops. The
country’s economy will get a
goo d momentu m if th e
farmers’ issues are tackled and
improved.”
Praising
th e
cur r en t
government, Singh said that
farmers don’t have to stand in
queues for urea or fertilizers
since their government came
to power.
On trigg e r- ha ppy Ut ta r
Pradesh cops
Regard in g
th e
po lice
encounters that have taken
place in Uttar Pradesh recently
and the killing of the Apple
executive by the police, Singh
stated that its unfortunate but
the state is taking the right
action.
He also said th at th e
government is working on
police modernisation. “We are
w or kin g
on
po lice
modernisation but this can’t
be a Centre-only initiative. The
state government will also
have to contribute,” he said.
With r egard to the bord er

secu rity, Singh said th at a
compr ehensive in tegrated
border management system
has b een laun ched. “O ur
border security is not foolproof
but we have launched pilot
projects to improve security.
We are working towards a
unified command and control
centre,” he said.
On mob lynchings
Singh also spoke about mob
lynchings in the country. The
Union home minister said that
tackling mob lynchings is a
state subject. “The Central
government can only issue
advisories to states, tell them
what to do,” he said.
On Rahul Gandhi’s comments
against BJP
Singh hit back at Congress
pr esident Rahul Gand hi’s
comments saying that BJP
government is strengthening
in stitu tions as that is an
impo rtant
aspect
f or
democracy. “Rahul Gandhi’s
allegation that BJP is taking
over institutions is baseless. He
should have given at least one
example of where this has
happened. We have always
maintained the dignity of every
institution in the country,” the
Union home minister said.

