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Manipur Sate Constitutioi\ct-1947 —ACure for all
myriads of ailments in Manipur ? - (3)

The tales of a
forgotten University

It is now 30 days. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s mission to empowering youths of the nation
by 2022 in making global players in the field of
development appeared to be another joke to the
people of the country particularly to the youths of
Manipur.

Every citizen of today’s world known that Prime
Minster Narendra Modi’s dream will only become a
reality only after they are equipped with the best
systematic knowledge through proper education.
Today’s world is highly competitive and higher
education and research scholars are the only hope
to make Modi’s dream comes true in the making
of this country marching towards development.

When everything is going well in across the
country with more high class institution like 1ITs
putting as a priority area, it is unfortunate that
the Prime Minister fails to spell out a single word
over the prevailing issues in Manipur University
which is on strike for nearly 30 days over the
alleged irregularities of the Vice Chancellor Prof.
AP Pandey.

Well and good, a joint secy. of the higher
education department of the Union Ministry of
Human Resource and development had been sent
to look into the matters recently.

But the negligence on the part of the Union
Government to any issue related with the academic
welfare programme of this state has always been
noticed, not only at the time of this govt, but also
in the earlier days too.

The joint secy. refusal to meet the MUTA
representatives of MUSU at high class hotel room
here in Imphal after having consultation with some
of the teachers from the Universities, the VC AP
Pandey and later the Chief Minister of Manipur
showed that the joint Secy. would certainly not
present the exact happening at the MU except
telling that this are small matters where the VC AP
Pandey and CM can resolved.

This is a speculation, but following the silence
of the HRD Ministry over the matter indicates that
the speculation is reasonable.

It is hard to understand on how the chief
minister of Manipur had announced an enquiry to
the issue arises at Manipur University when the
state govt can only urged the concerned HRD
Ministry to look into the matter.

May to Chief Minister N. Biren singh would have
strong desires to solve the ongoing issue. But such
an announcement when academic activities is
totally collapse not only in the university but also
to all the colleges affiliated to the university is an
exposition of his attitude towards the people.

Common people can be fooled for some time
but cannot be fooled every time. But then fooling
an academia is a tough job, the emotion, sentiment
and high promises will find no room to convince
the academicians. What the Chief Minster should
understand is that those uprising in the Manipur
University are highly intellectual community who
plan, think and shape the future.

A mere commitment of constituting an enquiry
under the Manipur govt. well not serves it. A high
level that too an independent enquiry headed by
some retired Judge which is constituted at the
level of the Union HRD Ministry will be the only
solution.

Meanwhile report of some teachers receiving
threat intimidation calls will not work this time.
If Pandey want to continue he should revealed
everything that has been alleged by presenting a
white paper. Threat intimidation or diplomatic
lobby or trying to shut the mouth of those
protesting against him by bribing will not work
this time.
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3.The signing of the &ndstill  the Maharajah that the Governmenhad already become a Constitutionalr. T.C. Tiankham Speaker , M¥1.
Agreementon 1August, 1947 was of India did not recognize the Ruler since adoption of the ManipurK, Priyobarta Singh, Chief Minister
illegal Manipur State Council and also theState ConstitutioAct, 1947 on 26 July and 6 other Ministers and 43 Hon'’ble
Maharajah Bodhchandra of Manipur Manipur Sate Legislativédssembly  1947. He is not competent to sign thlembers were present and adopted
signed the @ndstillAgreement on This is illegal action on the part of Manipur MegerAgreement without the resolution . The copies of the
11 August, 1947.These were Governmentof India. the approval of the Manipur Statedeclaration signed by.B. Singh,
accepted by Lord Mountbatten of 5. Forced Manipur Sate Merger LegislativeAssembly which was Chief Minister T.C. Tiankham,
Burma on 16August,1947. But his Agreement-1949 inaugurated and functioning with SpeakerArambam Ibungotomcha
signing of the &ndstillAgreement MaharajatBodhchandraf Manipur ~ Chief Minister Speaker and 51 otherSingh, Minister of Finance and
without the approval of the Manipur was invited to Shillongn September elected members since 18 OctobeForeignAffairs. was sent to the
State Council in 1947 and without 1949 byMr. Prakasa, Governor of 1948. Government of India. But there is no
ratification by the Manipur State Assam for talks as per wishes of thé&urther the said Manipur Meer reply from the Government of India
LegislativeAssembly under pressure Maharajah. The Maharajah, havingAgreement was not done under angn this issue during the last 68 years.
from the Government of India was full trust in the relationship with Mr Act or Law or Parliamentary It is said that the Kuki Chiefs were
an illegal act since he had alreadyPrakasa, arrived in Shillong on 17Resolution. It was done hastily by thegreatly disheartened to hear the news
become the constitutional ruler sinceSeptember 1949 accompanied witldecision of Sri Prakasa, Governor ofind they sent 250 armed warriors to
26 July 1947. hisADC, the Private Secretary and @Assam ,V.P Menon,Advisor to the protect the Maharajah from any
There is no such provision in the few household staff members alongsovernment of India violating possible attack on the Maharajah.
Indian Independenogct 1947 and  with some bodyguards. international laws, the Manipur StateéSeeing the honest and dedicated
India (Provisional Constitution) On the firstday (18 Septemb#849) ConstitutiorAct-1947 and the Indian loyalty of the Kukis, the Maharajah
Order 1947 to merge and annex theof the meeting between Maharajaindependencact-1947. gave them lands near the Manipur
acceding States who are acceding t®odhchndra of Manipur and Mr Further the said Manipur Meeer Palace for their permanent settlement.
the Dominion of India (now Union of Prakasa, theAssam Governor Agreement was not done under anyhis place is now called “Haokip
India) by the SandstillAgreement. straight away placed before theprescribed format under amct or  Veng”.

The acceding States are sovereigtMaharajah an already preparedRule. It was done on a draft hastily7. The Merger Agreement was
States. The acceding State is a paflerger Agreement’ whereby prepared and amended many times byeither approved by his Council of

or unit of the Union not a part or Manipur would be ‘merged’ with Nari RustomjiAdvisor to the Governor Ministers nor ratified by the
territory of India. The Union is a India and asked him to sign on theof AssamV.P MenonAdvisor to the Manipur Sate LegislativeAssembly
political body same. The Maharajah had given iGovernment of India. It should beThe weakness of thgreement lies
The signing of the Standstill writing to the Governor gfssam “| rendered invalid. also in the fact that the people of
Agreement by Maharaja am merely a Constitutional Head of arhe Manipur Meger Agreement of Manipur did not give consent in any
Bodhchandra and acceptance by théull responsible Government underl949 does not have any legality andbrm to the MegerAgreement as no
Governor General were illegal and the Manipur $ate ConstitutioAct-  constitutional validity in the views of referendum was held on that issue.
invalid in the eyes of international 1947 approved by the Governmenthe educated youths of Manipur ~ Further the MegerAgreement was
law. of India (British India) and the voice There was nobody among the Indiameither approved by his Council of
4. lllegalAppointment of an outsider  of the Majority is my voice and it Leaders who would listen to his legaMinisters nor ratified by the Manipur
as Dewan of Manipur shall be constitutionally and legallyassertion that sovereignty of theState Legislative Assembly
Mr. Akbar Hydari, the Governor of binding on me not otherwise” Manipur was vested in the people an@herefore, the MgerAgreement was
Assam came in person to ManipurKnowing the Maharajakfirm stand, that it was in the fitness of things toillegal.

along with Nari Rustomjdvisor on  Mr. Prakasa did not pursue the mattdrear the peoplevoice and learn their 8.The dissolution of ManipurSate

23 June, 1948 and asked the Maharajturther for the day sentiment so that the line of actiorlLegislativeAssembly was in violation

of Manipur to appoint a Dewan in The Maharajah on his return to hisnight not in any case beof Independenceict, 1947 enacted
place of DominiorAgent. The post  Redlands residence at Shillong wheranconstitutional. He expressed hidy theKing's most Excellent Majesty

of Dewan was not included in the he was staying found several Indiamlesire to return to Manipur the nexion 18th July 1947

Manipur Sate ConstitutioPAct- Army personnel surrounding theday (19 September) itself to expedit®©nce Manipur became part of the
1947, which is already in operation compound of his premises. Thethe matters. On 19 September he coulddia, the Government of India
since 26 July1947. MrAkbar Hyder house arrest had begun as prewot meet any representative of thelissolved the &tes Constituent
Ali, the Governor oAssam died of planned. While under house-arrestGovernment of India but merelyAssembly on 15 Octoben949
heart attack in Manipur while going the Maharajah was not allowed toexchanged correspondence with thevithout repealing the Manipur
for a trip for shooting ducks to have any communication with theGovernor ofAssam expressing his ConstitutiorAct-1947. Here | may be
Waikhong near th@vaikhong Salt outside world, not to speak tosense of betrayal and reiterating hiallowed to ask a simple question: Can
Spring. Mt Akbar Hydari was Manipur. When Mr, Prakasa desire to go back to Manipufhe the present Manipur Legislative
succeeded by MiPrakasa from Bihar ventured to suggest to Sardar PatelMaharajah was a totally broken mamssembly be dissolved by a simple
Mr. Prakasa came to Manipur on 21-Union Home Minister that the who spent his time weeping alone irmdministrative order of the
24 March, 1949 on the pretext of Maharajah might not agree to sigrthe ‘Redland’ where he was kept undeGovernment of India or by an order
assessing the situation betweerthe merger document. Sardar Patehouse arrest by what Nari Rustomjof the President of India?

Manipur and Burma. He simply said who was by then seriously ill. Sardarcalled, “protective guard to ensure thathe Indian Independenéet, 1947,
that the appointment of the DewanPatel demanded, “No Brigadier inall should be well.” The Redlands wasSection 9(5) states that

would strengthen the relation Shillong?"Thus Sardar Patel, Ind&a’' his private land#ctually nobody has “ No order shall be made under this
between Manipur and India. ‘Iron Man’ had given green signal togot the right to enter the Redlandsection, by the Governor of any
On 14April 1949 RustomjiAdvisor use force should it becamewithout permission of the MaharajahProvince, after the appointed day

to the Governor oAssam came to necessary in this land of Non-Posting and occupation of Redlandby the Governor-General, after the
Imphal with a new Dewan, Major- violence of Mahatma Gandhi. Mr by the so called Protective Guardshirty-first day of March, nineteen
General Raw@lmar Singh. Rustomji  Prakasa was firm in his insistencesent by the Governor o&Assam hundred and forty-eight ( 31 March,
brought with him a letter setting out that the Maharajah was asked to sigamount to trespassing and punishabtE948) , or such earlier date as may be
the powers which the Governmentthe ‘agreement’ before going back tainder the lawIn that situation, determined, in the case of either
of India had given to the Dewan over Manipur Thus, after resisting for according to Rustomji “the MaharajanDominion,. by “any law of the
the Sate of Manipur Rustomji three restless days and sleeplesgas beset himself with emotion, nowLegislature of that Dominion.”.
pressurised Maharaja Bodhchandranights, the Maharajah could not sedursting into tears, now wrapped inHowever violating the provisions of
to issue the appointment of Rawalany escape. Ultimatelle signed the sullen melancholy. the Indian Independenéet, 1947,
Singh and the conditions of his treacherous ‘MeyerAgreementin  According toArticle VIII of the para 9(5), Shri C. Rajagopalcharry
appointment within two days. No a state of helplessness, while stilManipur Meger Agreement,"The Governor General of India issued an
discussion was permitted andunder house-arrest, on 21 Septemb&overnment of India shall alsoorder on 15 October 1949 declaring
Bodhchandra weakly caved into the, 1949. Under the terms of theundertake to make suitable provisionghat ‘the Ministers’in Manipur State
pressure. Nobody from Manipur had “agreement” Manipur comes underfor the employment of Manipuris in shall cease to function and the
got the guts to question the legalindian rule from 15 Octobel949. the various branches of PublicLegislature’ of the State shall stand
validity of appointing a new Dewan Thus the Government of IndiaServices, and in every way encouragelissolved’ citing Sections 3 and 4 of
which was not included in the overthrown the Maharajah, occupiedVanipuris to join them” But not a the Extra Provincial Jurisdictigkct,
Manipur Sate ConstitutioAct-1947  Manipur and annexed to Indiasingle .Meitei and Meitei Pangan is1947 (Act XLVII of 1947) .This isin
orin the history of ManipuiNeither violating all earlier assurances andjiven employment under thisviolation of Independendect, 1947
the Council of Ministers nor the declarations. Thus. the signing ofagreement. No reservation quota iand again illegal. Under which
Legislators questioned the sweepingMerger agreement on 21 Septembecreated to recruit the Meitei and Meiteprovision of the Indian Constitution,
powers given to the Dewan over the1949 was done by deceit and forcefuPangan in all India Services like IAS,Shri C. RajagopalcharrygGovernor
State. The way towards annexationtactics contrary to international lawsIPS, IFS etc. during 1950-2018. TheGeneral of India issued this order on
of Manipur had already begun by aEven after signing the Instrument ofbacklog must be around 300-500 irl5 October 19497

deceitful combination of Accession, Manipur did not lose herevery category of employment. Thed. The Merged Sates (Laws)-Act,
deviousness and bullying onsovereignty as the UnionGovernment of India clearly violated1949Act no. 59 of 1949 dated 26th
Mr.Prakasa ( then Governor of Government was to look afterthis agreement. December1949is lllegal

Assam) part. Defence, External affairs andThe Manipur Meger Agreement of The Mepged $ates (Laws)Act, 1949
Major General Rewaélmar Singhwas Communications. The people 0f1949 does not have any legality and\ct no. 59 of 1949 dated 26th
appointed as the Dewan of ManipurManipur is still observing this day constitutional validity in the views of December1949 is amct to extend
on 14" April, 1949 Mr Prakasawho as “National Repentance Day”.  the people of Manipur certain laws to certain areas
succeeded\kbar Hydari declared Manipur and India were both 6. Manipur Sate Assembly ejected administered as parts of Governors’
that there was no question of mergingsovereign and independenthe MergerAgreement Provinces or as Chief Commissioners’
Manipur into India .According to the countries before merger to India.The 4th sitting of the 3rd session ofProvincesThe legality of thid\ct is
letter addressed to the Maharaja orHence, the agreement between twthe Manipur &teAssembly in its questionable as it has been passed
14" April, the Dewan would held the sovereign and independentsession held at the Johnston Schoalffter actual merger of Manipur to
direct charge of the portfolio of Law countries should have been signedn 28" Septemberl949 at 2.30.p.m dominion India has already taken
and Order administration of Hill according to international law i.e freerejected the “Meger Agreement place illegally

Tracts, State Forces and Relation witfrom duress or coercion or force.signed on 21st September 1949” anWhy should a highly responsible
the Government of India. The Therefore the Government of Indiadeclared the Meyer Agreement democratic Government of India
administration of the Manipur State was violating the international law ininvalid as the powers and authoritiesndulged in such deceitful action in
shall be carried out under the generaforcing and putting the Maharajahof Maharajah had been vested witlorder to provide legality to a highly
superintendence , guidance andBodhchandra under house arreshe Manipur $ate Assembly .The illegal action committed earlidtis just
control of the Dewan . The Dewan from 17 September to 21 Septembeexcerpt of thé\ssembly proceedings like hanging somebody first and then
would be assisted by Major Khating, 1949 in order to extract his signaturewas published in the Manipur Statéssuing the hanging order later on.
Manipur Mr. Prakasa also informed Further Maharajah BodhchandraGazette, part I\dated 14 October 1949. (... to be continued)




