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Manipur Sate Constitutioi\ct-1947 —ACure for all
myriads of ailments in Manipur ? - (2)

Why trying to dictate media time an
again when it will not work at all

A person identified as a leader of an underground gpotigpome
resptrictionover media persons over publication of news rep
happening in his jurisdiction is a serious blow to the freedom of pi
This is a serious matter and Imphal Times strongly condemn
dictate to media either by the government or by outlawed r
organisation.

The advancement in information technology has made ®deyld
a ‘Global village’ — the term first coined by Canadian-born aut|
Marshall McLuhan. Man born at the extreme corner of FarAsaatic
countries knows, cry and pray for the kind of disasters that happ
Middle East countries or in LatiAmerica. Installation of interne!
technologies to cell phones which every human being can afford nJ
the people of our Earth- whose circumference is estimated at g
40,075 Kilometer staying at a communicable distance. Now every hy
being equipped with cell phone can now talk or stay in touch with
of their friends or relatives staying thousand miles aRaint bringing
here is about the changes in the theory of mass media in relevar
todays journalism.The very concept at which the older generati
considered ‘proximity’ as a characteristic of news is somewhat lo
its foot.

Professor M.L Stein, the then chairman of Department of Journal
California Sate UniversityLong Beach, Carlifornia in his book “Shapiny
the News” in 1974 wrote that people are more interested in
happens in their neighbours. The one time presumption that ‘al

thousand foreign troops killed in battle somewhere’ seems to ha
relevance in todag’ society Readers are now interested abg
happenings at distance places if the subject matters is his or her in

However another characteristic of news - ‘Prominemcethe hand
is becoming a matter of more interested subjects for almost all reg
People now want to know what had happen to their leaders, celg
or the bureaucrats irrespective of where they stay or which coy
they reside. Every news readers are eager to know the sto
successful personality

Points bringing up here are not to lecture on what is news and

understand on why the newspaper especially the kind of ours
published story about real heroes or events that happen far far
from our state. Sometimes a mere insignificant event at which §
people are of vested interested are often left of and the result i
always good for we in the media fraternity of Manipur state in particy
The other kind of pressure that the media persons sometimes r¢
helpless is their intentions to get publish their story

Manipur or say Imphal is not a safe place for even VIPs who
escorted by security personnel days and night. It is an open o
that almost all the politicians including MLAs or Ministers or even
Chief Ministers have linked with the UGs , the only thing we do
have is the proof.

So, what would be the security of those working with the media
case, some of the individuals or rebels force us to publish stori
their interest. Being taken up this profession, we always stand
our ethics and there is no question of compromising our ethics
publishing stories. But when the government said that this shoul
be published and this should be published then where is the fre
of speech provided under the constitution of our couoyernment
machineries can invite news editors and can discussed aboy
content on objectivity reason but should in no way dictate the m|
on what or what not to publish. Calls of bandh or blockade by
organisation are in some way an essential news items for media h
living in conflict zone — because it is for the safety and security of|
common people that the government machineries cannot guar;
safetyWe have PCI guidelines, local code of conduct and this sh
be respected.

Bottom line is that media should not be harassed at any coq
any reason because we chose this profession not merely to eg|
living but with full intention to serve our nation.

([ Letter to the Editor

fight on Main Street is of more interest to our readers then ffftyoperation of the

should be reported but this is an attempt to make some of our crific tas asking this question to some obf India.

d CThis article is the continuation from the previous write uphyKhomdon Lisam Publishedon our yesterday iss)e

Manipur Sate ConstitutionAct-1947
is enjoying full protection

of the first Manipur #ateAssembly daysdeliberations, the Princes accepted population of 10 lakhs, the only way
on 18 October1948.Thus the the Cabinet Mission Plan regardingor the Manipur State to participate in
ortThe Chapter Xl - General ClausesManipur Sate ConstitutiorAct future constitutional reforms and madehe Assembly was by combination
Section 57 of thévlanipur State (MSCA), 1947, was putinto operationup their minds to negotiate with Mr with Tripura, Sikkim and the Khasi Hills
PSTonstitutionAct-1947 says that by holding general election , Wavell the theiiceroy45 (TheTimes State which MrGirja Shankar Guha
UCN\here in any case circumstancesestablishing Manipur State of India, Bombayl1l and 12 June 1946; was representing.
bekrise which prevent the properLegislativeAssembly and ensuring Jag Parvesh Chandep.cit., p. 161.) The Secretary to the Governor of
operation in law or in spirit of this proper functioning of thAssembly In another meeting of the StandingAssam wrote a threatening letter to the
Constitution Act, the Council The first Manipur State Legislative Committee held on 2 December 1946, iMaharajah of Manipur
or(Manipur State Council /IMSC under Assembly held four sessions orwas resolved to accept that the quotdnless this opportunity is taken, it
the Maharajah ) of Manipur may atvarious issues of Manipur of Sates'in the ConstituerAssembly  will presumably not be possible for
N their discretion refer the matter for What the Ar ticle 374 of the Indian  would be ninety three seats-one aftevour Highness Sate to get any
decision to such authority outside theConstitution says:- ten lakh population. It was also decidedepresetative at all at the Constituent
lakesate as may be decided hereafter arithe Article 374 of the Constitution that the Negotiating Committee wouldAssemblya position which, in view of
botHe decision of that authority shall beof India provides that “ Nothing in be free to discuss outstanding issuahke probably great changes likely to
maginding.” Probably the British this Constitution shall operate toincluding the terms of States’occur in this countrymight have
[An¥tationed in Manipur could sense thainvalidate the exercise of jurisdictionparticipation in the Constituentregrettable consequences for the future
the Government of India may try to by His Majesty in Council to disposeAssembly as well as their ultimateof the Manipur State”.
\Cedifrogate or dissolve the MSCA-19470f appeals and petitions from, or inposition in the Union. ( B/85, VIl (A)107, Maharajah Bodhchandra wrote a letter
Pnand the innocent simpleton respect of, any judgment, decree 01946, pp. 15-18.) to Jawaharlal Nehru in Ma3Q47:-
IN@anipuris may not be able to protectorder of any Court within the territory The ConstituentAssembly was On 14" May 1947. the Maharajah
| this MSCA-1947. That is why they of India in so far as the exercise otonvened on9 December, 1946, for thBodhchandra of Manipur wrote a
ISMhave inserted this Section -57 . such jurisdiction is authorised by law first time in New Delhi, letter to Jawaharlal Nehru, the first
0 Here one may ask “ who is theand any order of His Majesty inEarlier Mt H.F Knight, Governor of Prime Minister of India regarding grant
haduthority outside the State” to whom Council made on any such appeal oAssam visited Manipur in the monthof a separate representative of Manipur
dagie MSC can refer for revival of petition after the commencement obf December1946.The problems  to the Constituerissembly of India.
Manipur this institution shall for all purposesrelating to the future of Manipur andThe letter said that instead of having a
© MoonstitutionAct-1947 ?". Naturally have effect as if it were an order othe Constitution of India were representative of Manipdripura and
ut the Hon'ble Supreme Court or thedecree made by the Supreme Coudiscussed between the Governor dhe Khasi states as decided by the
eresbvernment of India may be thein the exercise of the jurisdiction Assam and the Maharajah of ManipurChamber of Princes, there should be a
authority outside the State, who canconferred on such Court by thisin January1947, Mr C.GHerbert, separate representative for Manipur
de_ﬁuthorise Manipur to operate theConstitution”. Secretary of the Chamber of Princesjot on the basis of population but on
brityianipur Sate ConstitutioAct-1947.  The meaningis thatif His Majestyinhad informed the Maharajah ofthe basis of “peculiar geographical
NtrPISCA) But the risk of failure is very  Council dispose the appeals oManipur that as a result of the Bill takerand topographical” considerations”.
y fifgh because the operation ofpetitions by a judgement or decreefor the group in which the Manipur Jawaharlal . Nehru replied to this letter
Manipur ConstitutionAct-1947 that will be treated as if the order oiState was included, one MGirja on 22 May 1947 as“ Dear Maharajah
haieans independence of Maniplr decree is made by the Supreme Couhankar Guha., Revenue Minister oSaheb- | have just received your letter
Tripura, had been declared elected tof 14th May .| think your suggestion
ftemy lawyer friends. One senior lawyer These two provisions (Bection 57 the Committee of Ministers. that Manipur should have a separate
pwagmmented that the Manipur of the Manipur State Constitution Tripura’s king Bir Bikram Kishore representative in the Constituent
OMEonstitutionAct-1947 is a protected Act-1947 and (2frticle 374 of the Manikya had appointed Girija ShankarAssembly has some force. But
B nednstitution. It was drafted by.F=  Constitution of India give us hope toGuha,, a Bengali Minister to represerinfortunately we have to function
'|afF_’earson, Politicéligent and Chairman the final legal settlement of the longthe state in the Constitueissembly within the limits of certain rules laid
Mafthe Constitution Making Committee standing political and legal conflict on 18April, 1947. He died on May 17, down for us. These rules are based
and approved by Muhammad Salehtowards bringing back the 1947. chiefly on population... the
ar@kbar Hydari., Governor oAssam sovereignty and independenceMaharajah Bodhchandsaeforts to  Negotiating Committee had done so.
fecrgtd representative of the British Manipur, have a separate representative f¢ConstituentAssembly of India,
he Crown. Therefore, Her Majestthe We may be required to provideManipur in the ConstitueAssembly:-  Constitution Section, File No. 84(Sj/
't Queen has got an obligation to reviveadequate proof and evidences ofih the last week of Januar§947, 47,Ministry of LawGovemmentof India
the operation of the Manipur Stateblunders/ illegal activities carried by Maharajah Bodhchandra sent a letter Jawaharlal Nehru, Selectédbrks:
f inConstitutiomct-1947 Therefore , the the Government of India. to the Director of the Constitutional Second SeriegplumeTwo.A Project of
s fianipur State Council may refer the The following incidents will provide Affairs Secretariat. Chamber of Princeshe Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund,
i_thase to Her Majesftythe Queen. adequate evidences.:- at New Delhi. He Stated that in view ofNew Delhi, 2006, p.256. )
hilgherefore, we should read thel.Manipurdid notparticipate atthe  the grave importance and theThe Congress had no idea of changing
NQlanipur Sate ConstitutioAct-1947  Constitutional Assembly of India outstanding features of the Maniputhe States’ boundaries. It was held that
dagiong withArticle 374 of the Indian during 9 December , 1946 to 26 State, he determined to appoinsuch change must have the consent of
Constitution . November 1949. additionalAdvisers (at least 2) who the States. It would not be forced on
t t_h}i‘)nsequentlythe Manipur Ste Itisafactthat MiGirja Shankar Guha, were well conversant with the politicalthem. Nehru too added that the scheme
edigonstitutionAct (MSCA)-1947 can Revenue Minister of Tripura and historical development of Manipurunder the plan was a voluntary one;
Rnyiot be dissolved or abrogated by theepresented Manipur in thethe matters concerning the Hill tribeshere would be no compulsion at any
pus@dian Parliament or the GovernmentConstituentAssembly Meeting and the valley people, and the existingtage. (B/85, VII (D), 200, pp. 35-36.)
théf India. The Manipur State during 9 Decemberl946 and 26 day- today political problems. TheOn 15 June 1947, wheil India
antewnstitutionAct-1947 is a living November 1949 ignoring thegrounds on which MaharajahCongress Committee (AICC) passed
uldocument. If the Manipur State existence of the Manipur StateBodhchandra expressed his desire @ resolution “Constitutionally and
Government , which is a de-facto LegislativeAssembly and the requesthave a separate representative of ttegally the Indian Princely States will
t f{@overnment , the Civil Societies andof the Maharajah. This is a seriousvianipur State in the Constituentbe independent sovereign States on
n tAé people of Manipur stand united,blunder which the Government ofAssembly were as follows. the termination of Paramountcy”.
then we can bring effective operationindia has committed to Manip@an 1.1t was not quite safe to have gTransfer of Powe¥ol. XI, No. 225.)
of Manipur Sate ConstitutiorAct-  you purchase my homestead landepresentative who would mainlyThe Governor ofAssam had a
1947.To me, we need not take aby negotiating and finalising the dealdepend upon informatiansupplied by discussion with the Manipur State
permission or approval from the with my neighbourThis is utter the Advisers without having full, Darbar on 01 July 1947 and an

On the tussle at MU

Sir,

In my humble view it is good to apply common sense in respect ¢
high drama of MU and tussle between the VC of MU and student:
teachers of MU in particular and guardians and parents, s
organizations in general.

Common sense says there must be some factual truths if the|
allegations against him or heothing can happen if there is no ba:
So in the interests of VC himself and students community and
backdrops it is not wise for the VC just to deny all the allegationg
wrong and adamant to his stand on one side and on the other s
authorities concerned should not be indifferent for such a very
time wasting invaluable time of the students and others.

For an amicable settlement both sides must soften and take
thinking and required action. It will be better for VC to have a se(
thought rather than evading faults and impulsive thinking and
authorities concerned either the state Govt. or the Centre
appointing authority) must take up the responsibilities of their e
child. All the (Nitis) rules should have a base on Dharma Niti (R
&love).

The wise and the learned have little desires and accept less p
ready to admit any mistake if it is happened. Common sense worl
is happened. Common sense works wonders. Forget the imnj
politics from education.

N Mangi Devi

Government of India. My lawyer friend nonsense committed by the themersonal and local knowledge of thegreement on certain points was
jokingly said “ my car has been stolenindia’s Prime Minister and Home matters he was dealing with. arrived at between the Governor and
by a thief. He is driving the car for all Minister. 2.the representative for the Maniputhe Manipur S&te DarbarThe first
these years. He is the de facto owne®n 26 July 1945, MClemenittlee State should for all practical purposepoint was related to the joining of the
of the car | have all the legal became the Prime Minister of Britain.be a person, whether official, who wasConstituentAssembly by Manipur
documents of the cdram the de jure  On 19 February1946, MrClement well conversant with, and experienceand acceptance of MBirja Shankar
fthéwner of the carThe Indian Attlee declared that the British hadin the Eastern Frontier problems whictGuha as representative of Manipur in
a_rdovemmentand the State Governmertaken a decision with His Majesty’ were of major importance to the cominghe ConstituenAssembly Another
Cig)f Manipur are the de-facto owner ofapproval to send to India a speciaCommonwealth of United Indidnd  important point was the necessity of
Manipur whereas the Maharaja ofmission of three Cabinet Ministerseven this representative would have tthe assistance by the Union
€ dMnipur is the de jure owner of comprising of Pathick Lawrence, thebe assisted by a speciativisory government both for the external and
IS. Manipur” Secretary of State for India, Sir StaffordCommittee  consisting of theinternal security of the State and
heanipur had a Sate Legislative Cripps, President of the Board ofrepresentatives of diverse Hill tribegetention of theAssam rifles. On 02
arAssembly by 18 Octoberl948. Trade,and.V,AlexanderFirst Lordof and the valley people. July 1947 another agreement between
[le thf Manipur Sate Constitutiodct-  theAdmiralty to find out means for the 3.With regard to the method of selectiorthe Governor and the Maharajah was
oNg947 was put into operation by holdingtransfer of power to the Indian handsof representative, as there was tsigned. The agreement contained
General Election, establishing theThe Cabinet Mission arrived in Newelected legislature in Manipilaharaja points relating the administrative
rop@anipur Sate LegislativéAssembly  Delhion 24 Marc1946 Bodhachandra expressed his desire arangement after the lapse of British
ondind ensuring i proper functioning. The ConstituenAssembly of India reserve the power of special referenggaramountcy on 1sugust 1947. But
th&oon after regaining independence ofvas created by the Cabinet Missiorio the Darbar and public bodiesthe decision of the Manipur State
(th@anipur from British rule on the Planto draft the Constitution of India.compeent to advise him where Darbarhave no validity after abolition
anfidnight of 14 August, 1947, The members of the Constituennecessary and this would be subjeaif the Darbar and constitution of the
bhtMaharajah Bodhchandra took stepsAssembly were elected by theto change of personal and demandedanipur Sate Council on 26 Jyl§947.
to introduce democracy in Manipur Provincial AssembliesThe total by circumstances fromtime totime. Lord Mountbatten , the/iceroy
y_aqn;d provided in the Manipur State membership of the ConstituentThe Secretary to the Governor ofiddressed the special session of
s if@onstitutionAct (MSCA), 1947, Assemblywas 389 ofwhich 292wereAssam had  strongly advisedthe Chamber of Princes on 25 July
atusrctions of 53 representatives of theepresentatives of the then 12Maharaja Bodhchandra to ask .Mr1947 ( Gwyer 8Appadorai, op.cit.,
people to the Manipur State provinces, 93 representatives ofGirja Shankar Guha to represenp. 772; Mansergh & Moorgp.cit.,
LegislativeAssembly were held ori1 princely states and four were from théManipur State and depute Maharaj&/ol. XllI, p. 234.) .The Viceroy
and 18 June, 1948 in the valley area€hief Commissioners’ provinces ofKumar Priyobarta addvisor to Mt  advised the Rulers “to accede to the
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and on 26 and 27th Judlections were Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara, Coay and Girja Shankar Guha. The matter waappropriate Dominion, with regard
held in the hill areas. The first ever British Baluchistan. of importance and great urgencyto three subjects of Defené&xternal
elected Manipur State Legislative On 7 June 1946, the Rulers of Princelppecause the Constituekgsembly of Affairs and Communications as they
Assembly was inaugurated by theStates held a meeting in figj Mahal India had already begufs the right have nothing to lose as the States had
Maharajah on 18 Octohei948The Hotel, Bombay Nawabof Bhopal of appointing a Member to thenever dealt with them.

Maharaja addressed the first sessiopresided over this meetingfter three  ConstituenfAssembly was dsed on (Contd. on page 3)




