Imphal Times

National & International News

Irom Sharmila to dér hope In
Kashmir - who are we fooling

et |
AFSFA. That is contrary to “influencing” her decision tq
(the stand of the) Manipur end the fast. There was
cm.”
However not everyone saw decision that people open
Many, including the UN, feel much reason in her argumentexpressed apprehensio
that the media needs to takeThe same report quotedthat Coutinho was a sta
a “more constructive” human rights activist agent trying to divert he
approach to news to combatkKhurram Parvez expressingdemocratic struggle.
“apathy and displeasure over Irom beingSo, as expected, the day §
indifference”. That the “escorted by an NGO that isbroke her fast — oAugust
public gets turned off by pro-establishment and bore9, 2016 — most people turng
overwhelmingly negative doubtful credentials”. their back on heit broke her
news. According to Parvez, Irors’ heart to see how all thos
So, first the good news: Irom demand for repealil§FSFPA  who idolised her for years
Sharmila — the Iron Lady of “never attracted the literally shut the door on he
Manipur — after having imagination of the people of This is how her brother ha|
“fallen off the radar” as a Kashmir, because it was reacted. "l am not happy t
result of breaking her 16- seldom a demand in theknow that she has decided
year-long fast and suffering Valley”. end her fast. What upsets nf
a disastrous performance in“People here understandmore is that she did ng
the last Manipur elections, that impunity in Jammu and consult me or her mothe
has “staged a comeback”. Kashmir persists not only before taking this importar
Now, some more good news:because of draconian lawsdecision. My mother alway
She is the brand ambassadobut because of the moraltold her to fight till the end —
of Aaassh (hope), animpunity and absolute till the demand to repea
initiative of a Pune-based lawlessness,” he said. “TheAFSFA is met.”
NGO, Sarhad, for violence- J&K police are not covered However the worst camg
affected women weavers andunder theAFSPA, yet they when she announced to mal
artisans of Jammu andhave also enjoyed impunity a political debut in last year
Kashmir Irom’s demand did not find Assembly elections. It was a
And if that's not heart- enough resonance everif almost everybody wante
warming enough, this when she was on hungero exact their revenge from h
headline would surely passstrike for years, also becausdor “giving up the hunge
muster as constructive the demand in Kashmir is for strike”. And they won: Irom
journalism — “Iron Lady demilitarisation and lost the electoral battle b|
offers hope to J&K violence resolution of Kashmir bagging just 90 votes. Th
victims”. dispute.” message for Irom was clear
Almost two years after she While there were poignant her people had disowned h
ended her fast demandingmoments during her Heart-broken and rejecte
the repeal of the draconianinteraction with the media — she left Imphal for Kerala aftg
Armed Forces Special she caressing her long scark few days and is now bas
PowersAct (AFSR), romon  and revealing that the clothin KodaikanalAs she filed an
her maiden visit to Kashmir was manufactured by theapplication to tie the kno|
compared stone-pelting with Kunan Poshpora rapewith Coutinho at the sub|
“using eggs to smashvictims, lamenting that sheregistrars  office in
stones”, according to this really doesn’t know how to Kodaikanal last yearirom
QOutlook report.
“Pelting of stones is just is significant for reasons thatwant to return home (t
using eggs to smash stonesthe Indian media is perhapsManipur) ever again.

It is an egg-versus-stoneuneasy to highlight. So, now when she find
fight. That will resultin more Sadly Irom Sharmilais nota herself amid an equall
violence, hatred and picture of hope. broken people in Kashmi
degradation,” she said. A desolate hero of resistancewhat kind of “positivity” do
The 46-year-old rights who found no support from we hope to offer? That this

™

By: Sanghamitra Baruah
Courtesy — DailyO

activist urged the youths in either the state or her ownwhat happens when yo

the Valley to resort to non- people who deserted her thechoose to take on the mig
violent demonstrations, moment she announced heof the state with non
which could prove to be a decision to break her decadeviolence?

better way to resist the and-a-half-long hunger All those who are expectin
powerful. strike. Irom to stand tall as a symb
Irom, like always, said all the Until July 26, 2016, she wasof non-violent struggle hav

right things, never wavering Manipurs symbol of self- to be blinded by the chimet|

from her intention. “The sacrifice. That was the daycreated by the “eat-pray-an
people are not
anymore; they are verybreak her fast andpeople who are guilty o
angry They havert found a immediately came underoffering false hopes an
more effective way to severe scrutiny homilies on pluralism an
challenge the system. TheyWhile many urged her to tolerance.

don’t care what happens tocontinue the fast, someThere is no way to make th

them. They are so angry radical groups threatenedpiece of news “balanced” an

They are fed up with talking her Ironically, those were the “constructive”. The broke

now.” But such non-violent very people for whom sheimages and dreams simp

methods of struggle arestood up and nowthey were don't fit in the big picture of
strong, she added, remindingready to sacrifice her on thepositive political discourse.
the youths of the non- altar of toleranceAt that Indians, Ike everyone else i
violent struggle against the time, she had also expressethe world, are suckers fq
powerful British that her desire to get married (to“true” stories that offe
ultimately freed the country her long-time friend Goa- hope. We lap them up
She also expressed surprisdorn British Desmond instantly and start revellin
over the “overwhelming Coutinho, with whom she in the possibility of a bette
support” from the Mehbooba eventually tied the knot last brighter tomorrow But we
Mufti-led PDP government year) and announced that shéorget there are always t
for the revocation of the would join electoral politicsto sides to a storyAnd the
AFSPA. “l find that your continue the fight againstother side of hope is nq
chief minister and the police AFSPA. Many even blamed something that you woul

much resistance against h

? Gauri Lankesh mu
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rder case: Key accused

points to leader of Hindutva outfit

Courtesy Indian Express
Bangaluru, June 1L,

At least one senior Karnatakg
office-bearer of the Hindu
Janajagruti Samiti, an affiliate
of the Sanatan Sanstha, kne!
about the existence of an
“extremist unit” in the parent
organisation, according to a
probe by a Special
Investigation Team of
Karnataka Police in the killing
of journalistGauri Lankesh
Investigations have found
that a Bengaluru-based co
ordinator of HJS, Mohan
Gowda, allegedly put key
accused, KI Naveen Kumar
dn touch with this Sanstha unit]
ein the planning phase of the

that a Bengal

accused, KT

I nvestigations have found

ordinator of HJS Mohan
Gowda, allegedly put key

Kumar, in touch with this
Sanstha unit in the
planning phase of the
Lankesh murder.

the statement claims, the HJS
organised an event in
Bengaluru, which was
attended by the man identified
as Praveen. On the last day of
the event, Praveen took
Kumar to a park near the venue
in the Vijayanagar area of
Bengaluru and told him that
he needed assistance to kill
Lankesh, claims the statement.
“He told me Gauri Lankesh
had been speaking in an
insulting manner about
Hindus and Hindu Gods, and
that they had decided to kill
her” Kumar claims.

Kumar claims he
subsequently travelled to a
Sanstha ashram in Mangalore
on the invitation of a local HIS

uru-based co-

Naveen

yLankesh murder Gowda

year-old Udupi resident, who Ponda in June 2017.

leader on September 5, 2017,

nallegedly connected Naveenin his statement, Kumar refersseeking a meeting from a marand learnt the next day from
eKumar last year to Sujeetto an annual convention of thewho identified himself as TV reports that Lankesh had
I Kumar alias Praveen, a 37-Sanstha he attended in G®a'“Praveen” — the call was from been killed in Bengaluru.

a public booth. “He told me On May 31, the SIT also

help out people — the visit declared that she doesn’

heas part of this unit and was “On the second dathere was that my phone number hadarresteddmol Kale, 37, from
arrested on May 31. adiscussion on the protectiorbeen provided by Mohan PuneAmit Degwekayr38 from
dMiuch of the information of the Hindu dharma... | Gowda from Bengaluru,’ Ponda; and Manohar Edave,
pointing to this link has participated in the discussionclaims the statement. 29, from Vijayapura, in
eemerged from “a signedand expressed my personatl called up Mohan Gowda connection with the Lankesh
, voluntary statement” given toview that the use of weaponsand asked him about thecase.

the SITby Naveen Kumafhe and arms is necessary tccall... He (Mohan Gowda) told Mohan Gowda has previous

idMaddur resident was arrestedrotect the Hindu dharma... me the caller was part of hisacknowledged that Naveen
oon March 2 for allegedly Impressed by my speech,organisation and a personKumar was associated with

tgroviding logistical supportto many people congratulatedwith my mindset. He told me the HJS. “He is known to us.

nea group that came from outsideme. Mohan Gowda praised meto carry on working with the He attended our adiveshan in

tKarnataka to shoot Lankesh at lot. | told him | can procure caller” Kumar claims. Goa last year on our
rher Bengaluru home onguns and bullets. He told meA few days laterthe statement invitation. He has attended
t September 5, 2017. there were many like-minded claims, the caller visited Kumar dharma sabhas in Bengaluru

8When contacted by Thepeople and they would beand his wife at their home, and a programme on Bhagat

Indian Express, Gowda said:contacting me in the coming stayed the night and collectedSingh. He was also part of a
I“It is a police conspiracyWe days,” he claims. a few bullets that were in hisprogramme held in his own
will hold a press conferenceAccording to the statement, apossession to verify whetherhometown Maddyr Gowda
soon on behalf of the HJS tofew days after the convention,“they could be useful’ had told The Indian Express

kapeak on these issues.” Kumar received a phone callOn August 19 and 20, 2017, earlier

Former prime minister | Pyongyang could establish
Atal BihariVajpayee | new relationship with US
admitted tcAlIMS Agency

Phongyang, June 1,

S
d

Commenting for the first time on
the agenda of the meeting,
North Koreas state-run KCNA
North Korean State media hasnews agency said the two sides
raised the possibility that willexchange wide-ranging and
Pyongyang could establish aprofound views to re-set
new relationship with the relations. It said discussions will
United States. It comes a dayfocus on the issue of building a
before North Korean leader Kim permanent and durable peace-
Jong-un meets US Presidenkeeping mechanism on the
Donald Trump for historic talks. Korean peninsula.

The editorial in Rodong Sinmun Meanwhile Donald Trump has
newspaper confirmed that Mrsaid he has a good feeling about
Kim had travelled to Singapore the much-anticipated summit. In
to meet Mr Trump and that thea tweet this morning, he said
country will establish a new there was excitement in the air

e

il

afraid when she said she wanted t@ulogise” club. It the same

Agency
New Delhi, June 1,

extended its support to th
third largest party Janata D4

sFormer prime ministeAtal Vajpayee was left with n
uBihari Vajpayee was on choice but to submit hi
htMonday admitted tall India
Institute of Medical Sciences In a stirring speech then, h
(AlIMS). The Bharatiya had said: “The seats we wd
g Janata Party (BJP) stalwart hagre not by a stroke of lucive
plbeen admitted t&\IIMS for reached out to the people a
eroutine check-up and worked hard to spread ol
ainvestigation. messageAnd today we are
d-Vajpayee was taken to thesuddenly being judge
hospital on the because we couldn't get ju
f recommendations of doctors.a few more seats? Ok, | agr
d He will undergo the check-upsthat was a little bit of our ow
under the supervision of Dr weakness.”

Randeep Guleria. “President gave us th
sVajpayee was the first personopportunity  (to  form
dfrom the BJP to have becomegovernment) and we took th.

the prime minister of India. In opportunity We could not
ythe 1996 Lok Sabha polls, thesucceed but that is a differe

BJP had emerged as thematter Butwe will still sit here

single-lagest partyCongress as the largest opposition par
n had won 140 seats while BJPand you will have to take oy
rhad 161 in its kittyVajpayee support to make this Hous

led by HD Deve Gowdal

resignation to the President.

erelationship to meet thein Singapore ahead of the

l,changing demands of the newsummit. He hopes the meeting
era.The comments mark a shift inwill kick-start a process that
tone from North Korea after decadegventually sees Mr Kim give up

5 of animosity towardhe US. nuclear weapons.

e

¢ EUtoimplement counter
. /measures against US tarah
steel & aluminium

Agency avoid further trade barriers.
stEngland, June 1L, Earlier the United State had
ee imposed a 25 percent of tariff

German ChancelloAngela on steel imports and 10 percent
Merkel has said Europeantariff on aluminumimports from
e Union (EU) will implement the EU, Canada and Mexico.
counter-measures against US/oicing regret about President
attariffs on $eel andAluminium Donald Trump’s abrupt
justlike Canada. In an interviewdecision to withdraw support
ptto a public televisionADR  for a G7 communique she said
following the G7 summit, the withdrawal, via tweet is of
tyMerkel said the Europeancourse, sobering and a bit
r Union is preparing counter-depressing.Mr Trump's
emeasures against US tariffs orannouncement ofwitter that

was thus sworn in as the 10thwork. Don't ever forget that| steel andA\luminium imports, he is backing out of the joint
PM of India. And | assure you, we wil] in line with World Trade communique, torpedoed what
g The BSP had promisedsupport you in running the Organisation rules. appeared to be a fragile
support toVajpayee but House properlyWe assure She said European Unionconsensus on a trade dispute
minutes later in the House,you that while you want won't let itself be ripped off betweenWashington and its
loMayawati rose to speak andpower we want to work for thig again and again, instead EU adiop allies.Merkel also brushed
said that she would becountry and we will never sit then too. Merkel also said, theasideTrump’s suggestion that
topposing the government.and restin this endeavgune | G7 leaders had agreed to revieiRussia should be readmitted to
d The numbers went againstthehad said in that famougstheir trade ties and assess ththe group of the world'

heads here are against théoutsider” Coutinho for want to know

government and Congressspeech. scope of existing tariffs to leading economies.
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