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Hijam Irabot

Hijam Irabot has been now considered as the pioneer
leader of the Manipuri people by the people of the state
irrespective of the differences in their ideology. Even
the government of Manipur now recognised the
sacrificed of the great leader and on the other hand
those waging war against the state too still consider
Hijam Irabot as the father of the revolution movement
in the region. The multi faced leader is also the pioneer
of journalism, literature, Sports and Arts and culture.

Hijam Irabot is the leader of all people, he dreamt
of a better Manipur society. A classless society with the
proletariat on the forefront is what our leader wanted.
For these causes the leader had waged a political war
against the British colonial rule and then later against
feudalistic nature of the Majarajah and the ruling
capitalist class of Manipur and later against the Union
of India as communist.

What makes different from this pioneer leader and
the so call leaders of our days is that he was not lured
by the prospect of the royal prerogatives and official
facilities including the prestigious post of membership
to the Sardar Panchayat Court that was being offered
to him for having married princess Khomdonsana.

To Hijam Irabot, the war was not only against the
external force which had colonized the nation state but
it was rather against all forms of oppression and
suppression committed under the feudalistic character
of the system. He dreamt of a nation where every
citizen has the right to live with dignity. His work for
promotion of the culture, sports, literature and
journalism is a reflection of his love towards this
erstwhile nation state.

All his life the great leader had work for the cause
of the people sacrificing every comfort of live. To convert
his dreamt into reality he spearheaded various political
movement starting from the grass hood level. He was
the man behind the formation of students’ federation,
peasant union, women’s organization and progressive
party.

For his active role to bring about a reformed state,
he was sent to prison many a times during the British
colonial era. Later after the British left the nation state,
Hijam Irabot was once again declared as a terrorist as
his activities continued to be a threat to the Maharajah
himself as well as the ruling capitalist.

In recognition to the activities of this all time leader,
people of the state observed September as a month
dedicated to Hijam Irabot. State Unit of the Communist
Party of India (CPIl) is taking the main initiative in
observing the month long observance in memory of the
leader in September. September is important because
he was born on September 30, 1896, declared
underground by the Manipur State Council on September
21, 1948 and then he died on September 26, 1951.

But one thing many often ask is - How many nights
have we spent sleepless thinking about the fate of our
nation. How many times had we shed tears for our
motherland? We might not have time, but our great
leader Hijam Irabot had many times cried and spent
sleepless night thinking about the future of Manipur. A
matter needs to ponder upon.
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The Greategichievement of Humanity

By: Hareesh Gupta mirror on the wall and looked into it. answered, “I want this thing in front?” you will drive your car a
We live in the era of modernHe had never seen a reflection obecause this is my God,” or “thislittle further ahead, “Don’t even think
technology and have made manyimself, so when he saw his face ifis who | want to be,” or “this is my about it!” because you are no longer
impossible things possibléVe the mirror he was mesmerized, andather” or “this is my this; this is stableYou become diérent.This is
reached the moon; climbed thesaid to himself, “6day | have seen my that.” He asked for the mirror the importance of contentment; this
highest mountain peak andthe face of God.” He left — tobe broughtto him. He looked atis the importance of peac@lithout
measured the depth of the oceargompletely happysaying “I have it and said, “Don’t you know what contentment, we are unrecognizable.
invented aircraft and many moreseen God”. Then along came ahis is?This is a mirrorHe called With contentment and peace,
machines to make our life happieryoung girl. When she saw herselthe old man, the young girl andeverything begins to dance in the
and more comfortable. But are wan the mirror she was taken abackthe third man and told them thatsweetest and the most beautiful way
content with what we have and exclaimed “l have seen the moghey have seen themselves into th®r. Prem Rawat, an International
achieved? What is the Greatesbeautiful woman! Since | grew up, mirror. It reflects the image of Speaker addresses global audiences
Achievement of Humanity? this is how | wanted to look like. anything that is in front of it.” on the topic of Humanity and Peace.
Prem Rawat says “It is contentmentAnd then came along a man whdHow does this story relate toHe is also known by the honorary
it is to be in peace. Peace is not had lost his father not too longpeace and contentment8u see, title “Ambassador of peace’. His
luxury which can be purchased. Itbefore. He looked into the mirror andpeace begins with each one of usnessage is recognized and admired
is not a thing that can be found on a&aid, “Oh, my god! | have seen mybut we have forgotten our ownglobally by various forums i.e.
mountain peak or deep inside thdather again.” Noweach of these self, our own need. What is theEuropean Parliament, United
ocean. It a feeling within us. three people wanted to keep thiace of peace? Some people wilNations, Oxford University, Harvard
Contentment is a feeling thatmirror with them because they hadell you that the face of peace isUniversity, 1T Delhi and many more.
emanates from within you. If their own reasons to it. The oldethe absence of wambut that He is closely involved in various
someone asks you, “Are youman wanted the mirror because hdoesn’'t mean the presence ohumanitarian programs and projects.
satisfied?” You can say“Yes, | had seen the face of God. Theeace! The face of peace is noné recognition to his Nobel work and
have a good familygood job, good young girl wanted the mirror other than your own face whendedication towards humanitye has
car, great friends, even my pets listerbecause into it she has seen, howou are in contentment when youalso received several awards likée

to me, hence | am satisfied.” But areshe wanted to look likeAnd the are in peace — when peace dancdsme Achievement Award, Brand
you content? Have you sown thehird man wanted the mirror upon your face. Look at how muchLaureate Award, Keys to Cities etc.
seed of contentment?” because into it he had seen hismoney governments spend orn 2001, he starte@ihe Prem Rawat
There is a storyOnce, there was afather again. They started arguindrying to make society amiable; butFoundation (TPRF), with a mission
remote village. The people in thisand long fights were breaking outwhen we are content, that happent® address the fundamental human
village were very simple. One day aall over the village, becauseautomaticallyWe have spent soneeds of food, water and peace.
tourist arrived and stayed for awhoever looked into the mirrorandmuch moneytime and engy; TPRFs — Food for People, is an
night. The next morning, he took outwhatever they saw - they liked anchowever we need to also realizénnovative program that provides
his mirror and put it up on a wall sothey all wanted the mirror for this simple and basic humannutritious meals to children and ailing
he could shave. He cleaned up anthemselves. quality that when you are contentadults in India, Nepal and Ghana.The
shaved, but forgot to take the mirrorFinally, a wise man happened toyou are nice and when you are noéxcerpts of Prem Rawainessage are
off the wall before he travelled on.come there. When he saw the fight;ontent, whew! Forget it. If available online at
An elderly villager with grey hajr he asked, “Why are you allsomebody is in your lane and justvww.timelesstodayom and
bright eyes and shiny face saw théighting? Different people looks at you implying, “Can | come www.premrawat.com.
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Rohingya crisis dents Myann'sihopes diVestern Investment Boom

Reuters The pressure has been growing ithold on, I've just seen somethingappears unlikely for now

Yangon, Sept. 22:When oficials recent months, even on existingpn Myanmar onTV: villages Suu Kyi has sought to deepen
from Myanmats commercial capital investors, with rights groupFD  burned down, refugees, etc’.”  relations with China at a time when
Yangon toured six Europeaninternational calling on foreign firms In an interview published in Nikkei Beijing is keen to push projects that
countries in June, they were hopingo stop investing in Myanmar Asia Review orThursdaySuu Kyi it with its “Belt and Road” initiative,
to drum up investment in transport, A small group of investors in U.S.acknowledged it was “natural” for which aims to stimulate trade by
energy and education. oil major Chevron filed an foreigninvestorsto be concernedinvestment in infrastructure
Instead, they were bombarded withunsuccessful motion at its annuabut repeated her view thatthroughoutAsia and beyond.
gquestions about the countsy’ general meeting urging it to pull outeconomic development was theMlyanmar trades with China as much
treatment of the Rohingya Muslimof its production sharing contractkey to solving poor Rakhing’ as it does with its next four biggest
minority, who have long with a state-run firm to explore for long-standing problems. partners: Singapore, Thailand, Japan
complained of persecution by theoil and gas, while Norwegian“So investments would actuallyand India. None of that top five
Buddhist majority in the oil-rich, telecoms firmTelenoywhichrunsa help make the situation betfer participated in previous sanctions.
ethnically divided, western state ofmobile network in Myanmarssued she said. Trade with the United States is only
Rakhine. a statement calling for human rightdn China’s orbit about $400 million and U.S.
“In each of every countryhat issue protection. Myanmars $70 billion economy investment is just 0.5 percent of the
was always brought up,” Hlaing Chevron declined to comment onitsshould be a strong investmentotal. Europe accounts for around a
Maw Oo, secretary ofangon City investment in Myanmarwhile proposition forWestern firms. It 10th of investment, while China and
Development Committee, told Telenor did not respond to severaboasts large oil and gas reservedong Kong make up more than a
Reuters after the 16-day trip. requests for comment. and natural resources such athird, and Singapore and Thailand
The situation in Rakhine hasBernd Lange, chair of the Europeanubies, jade and timhaNages are another third.

worsened dramatically since thenParliament Committee  onlow and its youthful population of ThanAung Kyaw Deputy Director
with more than 400,000 Rohingyalnternational Trade, said last weekmore than 50 million is eager for General of Myanmas Directorate of
fleeing to Bangladesh to escape &is delegation postponed a visit taetail and manufacturing jobs.  Investment  and Company
military counterinsurgency Myanmar indefinitely saying the InApril, Myanmar passed a long-Administration, told Reuters
offensive the United Nations hashuman rights situation “does notawaited investment law European investors might have
described as “ethnic cleansing”. allow a fruitful discussion on asimplifying procedures and “second thoughts”, but he expected
Western trade and investment irpotential EU-Myanmar investmentgranting foreign investors equalAsian investors to stay put.
Myanmar is small, but there wereagreement”. treatment to the local®\ game- China is already in talks to sell
hopes that a series of reforms thi&hin Aung Tun, vice-chairman of changing law allowing foreignerselectricity to energy-hungry
year would prise open an economyhe MyanmarTourism Federation, to buy stakes in local firms isMyanmar and pushing for
preferential access to a strategic port

wamder military rule. were now considering otherimproving,” said Dustin two countries reached an agreement
With most sanctions now lifted, anlocations. Daugherty ASEAN lead for on an oil pipeline that pumps oil

expected flood ofMestern money “People were just starting to seebusness intelligence at Dezanacross Myanmar to southwest China.
was seen as a key dividend fronMyanmar as a ‘good newstory” Shira &Associates, a consultancy“lt is going to feedAung San Suu
the transition to civilian rule under said Dane Chamorro, head of Soutfor foreign investors iksia. Kyi straight into the hands of
Nobel laureatéung San Suu Kyi. EastAsia at Control Risks, a globalMyanmars economy may not (Chinese President) Xi Jinping,” said
Regional diplomats saw it balancingrisk consultancy suffer much, howeveiif Western John Blaxland, director at thNU
China’s growing influence over its “Now you can imagine a boardroomfirms shun the country - or even ifSoutheasésia Institute and head of
neighbour in which someone mentionstheir governments were to reimpos¢he Strategic and Defence Studies
But Suu Kyi has been beset byMyanmar and someone else saysome sanctionsalthough that Centre.

international criticism for saying . - . T t d

little about human rights abuses WO arrested over
itle about humen nante seuees - Two miilitants involved in 1o aresiac o
consultants and lobbyists say the

consutans and obbyists s2y the Banihal terror attack arrested bombind freed

had been circling are now wary ofPTl assault rifle and an Insas rifle, g

the reputational risks of investing Banihal/Jammu, Sept 22:Two which were snatched during thePTl

in the country militants involved in the deadly attack, were also recovered fropondon, Sep 22Two of the six men
LouisYeung, managing principal gf terror attack on the SSB party intheir possession”, the SSP said. arrested in connection with last
Yangon-based investment firmBanihal belt of Jammu and KashmirGazanfar andrif were recruited| week’s bombing in the London
Faircap Partners, said one of hi®nWednesday have been arrestedp foment terror in the Chenabsubway have been released without
business partners - a listed, U.$.the police said today Valley region, dicials said. chage, the Scotlan¥ard has said.
based food and beverage compangaznafar andArif have been The duo, along witAquibWahid, | One of those released is a 21-year-
- decided to hold off its plan to enterarrested in connection with thewere involved in the attack. Theold, who was arrested on Saturday
the Myanmar market for three toattack in which one SSB jawan washunt for Wahid is on, they said. | from Hounslow inVest LondonThe
five years, citing factors including killed and another injured. 21-yearold Gazanfahhmed and 221 second man, 45 years of age, was held
slower-than-expected reforms andWe have arrested two militantsyearold Aquib Wahid are BSg from Newport in soutiVales on
the Rohingya crisis. involved in the terror attack on thestudents at the Degree College|iWednesday

“Their conclusion is that it wasn’t SSB party in Banihal. They wereAnantnag. Four other men, arrested in
the right time for them,” he said. arrested within 24 hours of the25-yearold Arif is working with a | connection of the bombing, remain
“They want to see more tractionattack by the police during a majorprivate company to be in the police custody

from the government and Rakhinecombing operation in Banihal belt”, Families of Gaznafar afdjuib were | “We anticipate that the searches will
is not helpful.” SSPRamban, Mohan Lal told PTI. allegedly associated with the Hizbultake some days to complete and may
On hold “Two service rifles, including @  Mujahidebn in the past, they said.cause further disruption.
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