Editorial | More State News |

: : Development in hill areas is top priority: CM
Awaited eXpeCtatlon CM performs Leisaa Latpa (Bhoomi Puja) for Barak and Makru Bridge

A 5“‘?“‘? yet ,CO'?S‘Ste”t change is sweeping across the Imphal, Oct. 13: Chief Minister said government is to render humarmentioned that the government hasloney
public domain in the state of late. that the first and foremost priority service for the welfare of the peoplekept its door open 24X7 and Speaking on the occasion,
The State Government making a bold and decisive | of the new government is to bringof the State. He further said that neveveryone is invited for to knock theExecutive Director of NHIDCL Shri
stand on the issue of disintegration of the State to g(tevtelopn&ent_tlrr: thtetrr?” areas of th_a'ned_ldcalI) |t|;|suhran|::he scfgetr;:es tmi;)(t)rr] so thatI the ISIZUSS/Q”(Ievagcealaéltﬁh:%\’altlat ||nfortrnedt tgac;:t?or
i ate and without the progress irprovide better healthcare to the pooof the people could be solved asaid that the total estimate
appease a grouP-oyf people apparen'tly d.eVIS?d by .the the hill districts, there would be noand BPL families of the State wouldsoon as possible. He further saidhe construction of Barak and
centrg to .WaSh it’s hands off the illogical issue is a inclusive development in the Statebe announce soon. The schemthat the purpose of the todaywisit Makru Bridge is 110 crores. He
case in point. This was stated by him yesterdawould provide free medical was not just for Bhoomi Pujah offurther said that NHIDCL act as an
The people of the state, so far has been bearing with at the Leisaa Latpa (Bhoomi Puja)reatment to BPL/poor families. the two bridges but also to observénstrument for infrastructure
the indifference and inaction of the Government, and for the construction of Barak andUnder this scheme, the beneficiariehow the people of the living in hill development to improve road
it still has a long way to go in doing away with the tag | Makru Bridge on the NH-37 held will be entitied to medical treatmentareas of the State. The NHIDCL hasonnectivity and efficiency of the
of a passive and unwilling entity in the scheme of near Barak Bru_igéljame_nglor?g: coverage up to Rs. 2 lakhs perfamllpommlttgd to comple_te themterpatlonal trade corridor to enable
: . On the occasion, Chief Ministerper year construction of these bridges byefficient and safe transport. The
things. But things needeq FO get SFarted somewhgre said that the construction of theChief Minister said that the StateDecembe017.The government company is working for the road
and hopefully this positive attitude of decisive | Barak and Makru Bridge will Governmentis planning to launch avould try its best to improve the construction of 1500km in Manipur
governance is not a one-off incident but a jolt to definitely improve the flow of traffic special scheme for differently-ablediving conditions of the people of he added. In the first phase, the
total consciousness and a miraculous awakening of the in the Imphal-Jiri RoadApart from  persons of the State. Under the newuch areas, he added. He showexbmpany would be engaging in the
inner strength suspiciously lacking thus far in the the construction of Barak andscheme, skilled dlff_erently-abledhls discontent onkwhy fno su';:hn?pﬁlrand restoring of various roads
discharge of the duties and responsibilities by it’s Makru Bridge, th_e governmentpersons would be given s_oft loansteps were taken for theofthe State. )

N s would be preparing a Detailedto help start their own business, heonstruction of RCC Bridge of The Barak and Makru Bridge would
various departments. Project Report within 6 months forsaid while adding that the schemeBarak and Makru for such a longbe having a 154 meter span and 122
A fresh and objective view of things still needed | the construction of Irang Bridge, hewould also have a provision totime by previous governments. meter span respectively on the
attending to without any consideration for caste added. He said that he would bgrovide monthly pension to fully During his maiden visit to Barak, Jiribam-Barak Road (NH-37) and will
creed, regl,’igion or more im);;ortantly personal relation; visiting Tamenglong district on 24th disabled persons. The said schemiBamenglong, laye number of_p_eople be _cons?ru'cted by Bharatia Infra
or favours could be a great starting point. Ad-hoc October of _th|s month and wouldwould be implemented from 3rdwa_rm|y_welcome$ and_ feI|C|_tatedPr01_ectL_|r_n|ted. )

. be announcing some developmentddecembe017 on the occasion of Chief Minister Shri N. Biren Singh, Chief Minister was accompanied by
measures and expenmenta! governa.nce has so far been programmes for the district. During‘International Day of People with Council of Ministers and MLAs at Deputy Chief Minister Shri
the order of the day. It is now time to draw up a | his visit to the district, he said thatDisability’. various places such as TupulY.Joykumar Singh, Minister for
concerted and lasting roadmap taking into | hewouldannounce a 35crore wateBeeking the love and support of thiNoney, Khongshang, Nungba, Agriculture ShriV. Hangkhalian,
consideration the varied %eeds and zemandsgof the supply scheme to provide potablepeople,Chief Minister said that Rengpang, Kambiron etc. ChiefMinister for Forest Shri Th.

i ing i i ihili icali water supply to the people of thewithout the support of the people andMinister also inspected theShyamkumarMinister for PHED
p?bhclfl keepln_g in mind the feasibility and practicality district. government, the National Highwayconstruction and progress of Jiri-Shri Losii Dikho, Minister folyAS
orsuch an aCt](,m' . Mentioning the Prime Minister Shri Infrastructure Development Tupul-Imphal Railway line at Shri Letpao Haokip, MP (Rajya
An understanding yet resolute Government is what | Narendra Mods initiative of ‘Saab Corporation Limited (NHIDCL)would Noney He also inspected andSabha) Shri K. Bhabananda Singh,
the general public has been clamouring for, as a | ka Sath Saab kikas’, he stated not be able to complete the projecteviewed the progress of the wosd’ MLAs and top civil and police
decisive and proactive approach coupled with a high that the objective of the newunder thestipulated time. He tallest girder rail bridge located atofficials attended the function.

level of transparency in governance will eradicate
most of the trivial matters that has been made into ‘ Contd. from page 1 ‘ ‘ Letter to the ed|t0|’ ‘
mountains due to Government inactiveness.

The identity of the State and it’s welfare supersedes

everything else and as long as the different groups e KYKL, KCP and NLFT “A rebuttal to

and communities that contribute to the vibrant and

diverse character of the State are allowed to co- Ca"s total Shut down .. ImprUdence OATSU M”

exist in peace with their rights and privileges duly

delivered, then only can there be lasting harmony “Assumption of Indian leaders astime she had to face a great number 'Apropos “Arebuttal to Imprudence &{TSUM” appeared in
and progress. Inclusive growth- concerted | not understanding the necessity obf crises from within and without”, | the media yesterdagnd | presume — issued BFSUM, | am to
development of all sections and regions should be the ratifying the agreement concludedt said. say that | made two points to whiafSUM takes strong exception.
aim. When the Government has taken the initiative | between the two states for itsThe statement also said that The  “Now what | have said was, one, that the Meiteis are no |ess
and concrete steps towards enduring development in | consummation would constituteindependent-minded people of tribal than any of the tribals listed in the schedule tribe lists of the
earnest, then will the warmongers and disruptive our infantile understanding of India. Tripura stood against the ngen | fifth schedule of the Indian constitution from anthropological angle.

. . . But it was not that they did it for Tens of thousands Borok people Two, that it is absurd to say that if the Meeteis are included in
elements in the society began to stand out like sore nothing; they purposefully did sotook to the street protesting the the schedule tribe list of the constitution it would “bring mdre

thumbs to be remedied as they should necessarily be, | thinking what they did then as theperfidious agreement, raising thei inequality in the state in all respects”
regardless of the virtuous and discriminated facade | only rational choice left to co-opt voice that spoke the Borok spirit of | have stated that the demand of the Schedule Tribe Demand
they operate behind. It is for the Government to set | the sovereign independent state dhdependence and justice; Committee Manipur (STDCM) to include the Meiteis in the Schedule
the ball rolling and bring in the much needed change | Manipurinto the newly born fascistUnfortunately the fascist TlﬂldEd Tribe lists of the Constitution is to protect the Meetei from the
: . : i i itndian lead ho still smell slave inction i i i i
so eagerly awaited with a glimmer of hope, sparked India, though it seemed to be a bitndian leaders who sti threat of extinction in the face of unchecked influx of migrants into

infantile. masquerading as democrats, this beautiful Manipur valley of seven hundred square miles, which
by the recent bold steps and stands taken. The statement said that what theuppressed the voice of the people is the home to all sections of the Manipuri society —— Kuki, Meitei,
The people of the state has been led astray for too by | India did was nothing but makingsending many Borok leaders td Naga, Pangal and the rest of the people.
too many forces- only for want of a far-sighted visionary | things invisible whichever they prison. o | have raised the question to the Government of India writing
and leader. Is the long wait coming to an end? considered obstacle to theirA close observation will tellone that| to the Prime Minister while enclosing a copy of my letter to which

elephantine venture of constructingall the issues confronting Tripural ATSUM take strong exception. | have drawn the attention of the
India, where the mainland will in the postmerger period, beginning Honourable Prime Minister as to what has the Government of India

H H imprison the peripheryarticularly - from politics, identity crisis, the | done to rectify the wrongs done to the Meeteis by the Indian
DrIVIng Llcence IOSt ﬂ\}\?hpec)me of WESEIA- ) unchecked influx of g’enhga” Constitution. | have said that the unscheduled Meitei tribes shpuld
S : P . “What is more, the Manipur mergermigrants, economyrts and culture | pe given its rightful place in this great country of 1.3 billion plus
My driving licence (LMV) issued by District Transport Office, Thoubgl, 4greement through which India hasind even social mores, revolve peogp|e wheregtheir epxistence is n%t (hreateng:j. P
Government of Manipuwas lost on 10/10/2017 in betwédBngjing |  peen riding roughshod over us forround the contested agreement. | have also pointed out that the rationale for the demand to
Bazar and'houbal Bazaif anybody found it, the same may please|bemore than 6 decades had nevefTherefore, there is a need td enlist the Meeteis in the fifth schedule of the Indian constitutioh is

returned to me. been subject to a plebiscite undeunderstand  the existential genuine and the state government too, must do its part without
Sd/- § . the supervision of a neutral partychallenges we are facing now b delay
Yendrembam Shantikumar Singh | |ike the United Nation, which haslatching onto the agreement tha In my writing | have not criticized any community or any grolip
S/o (L)Y. Gourahari Singh been a universally democratichad landed us in extreme troubles of people or any ganization includinghTSUM. So why should
Kakehing Ningthou Leikai (LIC Pareng)  norms to ascertain whether théike national death through tools likel ATSUM have any grudge against my statement.
PS Kakching people in a particular territory wantpopulation assimilation, cultural Yes, ATSUM might have been ténded when | call their|
DOB: 08/08/1984 to remain independent or joinindianization and militarization. statement — “it (ASUM) will fight to the end against the inclusiop
another country So we stand Relegating the significance of| of the Meiteis in STlist” —— stupid. But frankly tell me how

against the merger of Manipur withunderstanding these plethora of should | call your statement — hatred, communal venom, a war cr
WHENEVERYOU SEE CONSTRUCTION tr?e dominiongof India pas noissues through the prism of the against the I)\llleiteis — you choose. Y
plebiscite was held seeking whatthenerger agreement to mere My dearATSUM friends you may be smart but you are students;

AND MINING EQUIPMENTS, JUST THINK OF US| people in whose body lies the reasentimentality and emotional you a):e not an army to figr{t a bat)tlle. Do not aII())/W yourself to| be
sovereign authority have in theiroutburst, it would be nothing less carried away by sentiment and hatred because that will take|you
mind”, the statement signed by thehan endorsing the Indian system nowhere.
three leaders said. of colonialism to maintain their Even if you are hostile to the Meitei heaping all the blames|for
Regarding Tripura the statemenhegemonic status quo. all the ills on the Meeiteis — Meitei Manipur historyleeitei
said that the regent queen Kanchatnderstanding the truth that the government, Meitei hegemonMeeitei exploiting the hill people
Prava was taken for a ride by théwo independent states of Manipuf — these are uninformed, unknowledgeable and ill-conceived wprld
newly born fascist India to sign theand Tripura were annexed into India view,
Tripura Meger Agreement in the through a treaty without binding True, in every community there are unprincipled and ignople
name of protecting her state orcharaterswhenviewed fromdifferent| people who by their sheer position in power do more disservice
September 9, 1949 to come into effecaspects, we have to stand up as|athan anything. But you cannot curse a community for those
from October 15, 1949, the same dagingle entity to break the chains of gbnoxious and unscrupulous crooks.

i P P Wi e, niii-h-'ﬂ- on which Maniputs administration slavery and throw off the shackleg Lastly as an eldet would like to appeal to you to be civil i
Midaobis fighvisiog Wiika AR was handed over to India. “Thiswhich India put us on. It is worth| your approach in this regard because it involves the future of your
o _“'_':"-'“-: —_ e c‘ an iy - tragic historical episode of Tripura,remembering that these princely states fraternal communityeven when your own future is safe and
Tk e e ST A st i an ancient princely state ruled bywere noteven annexed to British Indid, secured.
Kirkcmber Ergams 04 Ll Halmbe B Gevwsie | as many as 184 sovereign kingshut the merger agreements they wefe | pelieve we can talk; have meaningful dialogues, debates|and
Sivelaned b DI | W " R began with the death of its lastforced to sign had pushed both of them discussions. This is the way the world moves forward.
ruling King, Bir Bikram Kishore Deb to the lowest status of Part C state
Letters, Feedback and Suggestionsto ‘Imphal Times' Barman resulting in putting his 13within India disrespecting their With regards
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com. years old minor son, Kirit Bikram, sovereign political status they enjoye yours sincerely
For advertisement kindy contact: - on the throne with his wife as regenbefore being merged with India”, the| Heikrujam Nabashyam
0385-2452159 (O) queenAt that turbulent period of statement added. Singjamei
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