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Bridging the divide
With the change of guard in the state, there is a palpable
sense of renewed vigour and enthusiasm amongst the
general public as well as those in administration and
governance. The turnaround can be gauged from the fact
that announcements for plans and projects by the new
government is being received with a positive hope and
anticipation rather than with snide remarks and sarcasms
as were the case earlier. Perhaps such a change in
perception may have a lot to do with the no-nonsense
and go-getter attitude portrayed by the Chief Minister N
Biren, or it may very well be also a spontaneous expression
of the undying hope and aspirations that had for long been
suppressed or brushed aside and crushed beneath the ever
increasing piles of politically motivated and opportunistic
schemes devised and
implemented by the few with influence and power without
the scantest consideration for the frustrated and deluded
public. Now that concrete steps are being taken up in right
earnest to
untangle the political and social complicacies, it is time to
take into account the irrefutable fact that there had been
a gradual build-up of mistrust and suspicions amongst the
different ethnic groups and communities in the state.
Accepting this very simple fact should be the first step
towards any and every effort to address the issue and to
lay down a strong social foundation which can withstand
any future divisive forces. The earnest appeal of the chief
minister for putting in constructive suggestions before
passing judgments should be kept in mind as such moves
will encourage participation of the public in state building
and will eventually lead to better and stronger state.
Arguably, the best measure for securing such a positive
outcome will be to increase interaction and communication
amongst the various groups and communities which calls
for putting in place a network ofroadways that is
operational throughout the year. Every other factors of
development and progress inevitably hinges on the
improvement and construction of existing or new roads
which are vital in making the people living in far-flung and
remote places to access facilities and opportunities that
makes life better and safer. Transfer of technologies and
infrastructures can be achieved with relative ease which
will accelerate development and instill a sense of belonging
in the hearts of these people which is evidently in short
supply till date. But above all, improving roads will increase
interaction and communication amongst the people of
different communities and groups which is perhaps the only
effective means of dispelling the suspicions and distrust.
With increased understanding of the diverse customs,
cultures and traditions will come respect and appreciation.
A tourism related exploratory festival of sorts in every district
of the state can be held in turn which will act as a medium
through which people from different places can experience
and enjoy the company and cultures as well as the way of
life of the diverse groups and communities instead of
confining state level tourism festivals in the state capital.

ICAR institutions gear up to help raise farmers’ incomes

By : Gargi Parsai which provide food and nutritional Bean variety (Arka Suvidha) whichstandardisation of drip and micro
Technology and its disseminationsecurity These also generate highare grown in over 31 lakh hectaresrrigation in vegetables, water
to farmers’ fields plays a crucial roleincome  and  employment, in various parts of the countiffhe management and in situ
in Indian agriculture. Recognisingparticularly for small farmers. Theresalt-resistant Dogridge rootstockconservation using plastic mulch
that scientific research will be criticalhas been a revolution in the(on which grape creeper is graftedand drip-cum-muich in vegetables
to doubling farmers’ income in theproduction of vegetables in theidentified for development of crops in farmers fields. Some of the
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themselves to deliver fruits is said to be growing due toln addition organic farming gave flexibility to states for use of
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spices, aromatic plants andocussed attention on research inTo prevent the mango orchard fromand crop development centres of
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security of the people, particularlyArka Lohit), okra (ArkaAnamika) Station in Bhubaneswar haveAuthor is an award-winning,
the poor They are a rich source ofand brinjal (ArkaAnand andArka oriented their research towardsenior journalist. She is based in
vitamins, minerals and plant fibresKkeshav) and stringless Frenctupgrading technologies forNew Delhi.
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No stamping of flyerdandbags at 7 airports frakpril 1

frisked) has got 36 and the securitfChanges have been made on thdand bag stamped tags have a
New Delhi, March 31:ComeApril1  hold areas (where flyers are sent afteollers - belts with circular steel number in fine print which identifies

H H nd passengers flying out of seveffrisking) have got 44 HD cameras,”structures on which hand bags rolthe counter where the bag was
2 |nd|anS abducted In Soutrﬁiggest airports - Delhi, Mumbai, CISF chief OP Singh told TOI. HD to first go into the X-ray machinesscreened. The idea is to fix

Sudan released: Swaraj

Kolkata, Bengaluru, Hyderabad,cameras now cover all the domesti¢input roller) and then come out ofresponsibility in case something
Ahmedabad and Cochin - will noand international passenger areafem on output rollerThey have that could be a threat to flight safety
longer have to get their cabin bagf Delhi Airport by getting the been made longer at some of thes allowed to go in those bags

PTI Indians Midhun Ganesh andtags stamped “security checked”. existing ones also “repositionedairports where hand bag tagbeyond this point by finding out the
New Delhi, Mar 31: Two Indian Edward Ambrose along with a The Central Industrial Securityand refocussed”. SimilarlySingh stamping will end orApril 1. screener whose lapse led to that. Full
petroleum engineers who werePakistaniAyaz Hussein Jamali, wereForce (CISF) took this decision forsaid the Mumbahirport has got 85 “Acrylic barriers have been installedcamera coverage allows the same to
abducted in South Sudan have beesbducted by rebels from near theiboth domestic and internationalHD cameras. (at the point where hand bags exihappen without stamping,
released, Externdffairs Minister workplaces earlier this month in oil-flyers after carrying out some“We have asked for interruptedX-ray machines) to segregatesomething that happens in airports
Sushma Swaraj said today rich Upper Nile state. Jamali has alschanges at these airports. Th@ower back-up support at all theseloubtful bags considered as an developed countries.

“I am happy to inform about the been reportedly released.

Bureau of CivilAviation Security seven airportst some airports we threat,” Singh said. No advanced countrincluding the

release of two Indian nationals“Following requests from Indian and (BCAS) had on February 23 soughhave got revolving cameras fixed inOnce all these measures were takddS and EU nations, have this

Midhun and Edward who werePakistani governments,

thethe ending of stamping at the seveaddition to fixed cameras to minimizeat these seven airports, CISF gaveequirement of stamping hand bag

abducted in South Sudan. Sudanese and Ethiopianbig airports, which includes all grey areas.We will enhance the go-ahead to end stamping ofags or boarding cards and India is
They have reached the Indiargovernments coordinated togethemetros except Chennai. passenger experience at airports biyand bag tags frodpril 1. Now for among the few still following this
embassy in Khartoum. to secure the release of the three oiWe have got high definition taking steps like ending stampingthe remaining 52 airports, CISF will practice. The CISF and BCAS had

“| appreciate the efforts of Indianworkers,” Sudare National cameras installed @erminal 1 and and continue to provide the bestexamine how they too can get rid otarried out week-long pilot projects
Ambassador in South Sudanintelligence and Security Service3 of Delhi Airport. The pre- possible security the DG said. stamping. “It may be possible weat 12 airports last December where

Srikumar Menon for the release ofsaid in a statement.

embarkation security check arearhese seven airports account foneed to do trial runs at some of thoskand bag tags of domestic flyers

Indian nationals,” she said in aHowever it did not spemfy when (where flyers queue up to get80% of all air traffic in India. airports,” said Singh. were not stamped.
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Maoists attack Odisha railway station to oppose Modi visit

PTI talkie of the station masteand
Bhubaneswar March 31:Maoists forced staff of a goods train
attacked a railway station instanding outside the station to sh
Odishas Rayagada district earlydown the engine, Mishra said.
today triggered a blast and put upRayagada Superintendent of Polic

proposed visit of Prime Minister the spot, said minor damage wa:
Narendra Modi to the state nextcaused to the engine of the good
month. train.
Around 15-20 Maoists stormedNo railway staff or local people was,
Doikalu railway station under however hurt in the incident, the
Sambalpur Division shortly after CPRO said adding control room ha:
mid-night and ransacked the statiomeen able to speak to the staff. Naveen Patnaik regime in OdishaPirector General of Police K B Singh

mastets office, Chief Public Train services through Daikallu, officials said. said combing operation has been
Relations Officer of East Coastlocated between Rayagada anth one of the posters, the attackerkunched in the area by CRPF and
Railway (ECoR), J P Mishra said. Titlagarh stations, were disruptedopposed the proposed two-daySpecial Operation Group (SOG)

The ultras pulled out station mastefor quite sometimeA number of visit of the Prime Minister to Odisha personnel after the incident.

S K Parida and triggered antrains were stranded at MunigudaonApril 15 and 16 to attend BX¥’ Railway officials said that movement

explosion in the station premisesstation, railway officials said. national executive meeting. of goods trains with restricted speed
Parida and a token porter Gobindrhe Maoists left behind Some posters also criticised nonhad resumed after security
Hikaka were also detained by themhandwritten posters opposing theDdia officers being appointed toclearance, while steps are being
for a brief period, he said. policies of Narendra Modi senior posts in the state police ataken for resumption of express and
The attackers snatched the walkiegovernment at the Centre andvell as administration, they said. passenger trains soon.
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