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Mismanaging
natural resource

“Be very careful what you wish for; they might
come true”- ironic as the saying might sound, the
people of the state have had the unfortunate
experience of living this statement for a number of
years now.

What was a fervent wish for the people only a
couple of days back have materialized, only to add
more worries and cause much discomfort and
inconvenience. The frantic rush for water, made more
serious by the forecast of a prolonged spell of dryness
had the public worried, with much of the days
preoccupied with the process of looking for and
stocking up on any available source of water.
Neglected and stagnant bodies of water which have
hitherto been left untouched suddenly became
precious. Social organizations and public bodies
were suddenly awakened to the necessity of keeping
the environment clean and the waters hygienic. The
jolt did our society a world of good, and hopefully
the heightened civic sense prevails for years to
come.

But the irony of the situation is that only a few
days of rain have left the state in danger of being
inundated. Roads and lanes became unusable as water
everywhere was flowing on the streets, with the
newly constructed drains and drainage systems
either being too high off the road or disconnected
with the rest of the drainage system, if there still
exist such a system worth the name.

Incidentally, there is an apparent realization on
the part of the Government of the increasingly
worsening situation of floods and droughts in the
state, with reports of a plan to set up a plan to tackle
the situation. But it’s easier said than done and it
would take much more than a mere plan, however
practical or efficient it might be, to make things
work at the ground level. There needs to be a
radical change in the system as well as in the
mindset of those running the system. Welfare of
the public does not necessarily mean huge
expenditures and never ending construction
activities, nor does progress entail unimaginable
inconvenience to the public.

Timely execution and strict conformity to the
quality and schedule of activities could produce
better results. A concerted effort needs to be taken
up- a proposal that is in all probability an impossible
feat given the present circumstances. It is rather
unfortunate that a state like Manipur, endowed with
abundant resources and favorable conditions have
remained largely underdeveloped, not for want of
assistance from the centre, but as a result of the
haphazard implementation of policies and
programs, not with the best intention and welfare
of the public in mind, but apparently with personal
interests and private gains in sight. To say that the
state is prone to droughts and floods would be
stretching things beyond acceptability. It is rather
the absence of an efficient system of utilizing these
natural resources such as water and natural drainage
system, compounded by haphazard unplanned
populist measures of doling out contracts such as
for drains and culverts without proper planning.

The Government needs to take up measures to
harness and preserve resources such as rain water
and address the issue of disconnected drainage
system along with a system to keep these resources
and structures functional and clean. Involving the
multitude of social organizations and making them
partners in the process of development instead of
doling out contracts to the cronies of the powerful
and the influential will go a long way in mitigating
the various social inconveniences and inefficiencies
plaguing the system at present.
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Is New Delhi happy to make it various levels. So famost of the the multifaceted conflicts. representatives in the Parliament/
catch-22 situation — pulling otherscommunication have been of thel. A unification of the (principal) PH [whom may be called People
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Constable aims gun at| Disabled people have right
Congress Kamal Nath at to get higher education: SC
MP a"’port’ Suspended PTI Ashok Bhushan said that

New Delhi, Dec 15People with appropriate consequential
IANS ordered against him. disablility have a right to get action under the provisions of
Chhindwara, Dec. 1&small airport Unable to make out what washigher education and notthe Act would be initiated

near hindwara on Friday washappening there, dumbstru¢ckmaking adequate provisions toagainst the defaulting
witness to a huge commotion aongress workers and leadgrdacilitate their proper education educational institutions.

a policeman “dangerously”just watched the goings-onwould amount to It asked the University Grants
trained his rifle at Kamal Nath, unfolding before their eyes. “discrimination”, the Supreme Commission (UGC) to constitute
former central minister and nine-Pandey said as the 71-year-gldCourt said today a committee to consider the

time Congress MP fromlawmaker was boarding his planelr directed the government feasibility of having guidelines
Chhindwara. around 4.00 p.m, Pawar suddenlyinstitutions of higher education for accessibility of students with
Nath, who was in his pointed his INSASrifle at him. But and other such institutions, disabilities in universities and

constituency was boarding his he was immediately overpoweredwhich were receiving aid from colleges.

private plane for Delhi from the by the other security personnelthe government, to comply with It said the committee would

Imli Khera airstrip when the there. the provisions of the Rights of undertake a detailed study to
incident took place, taking abackAccording to informed sources, Persons with Disabilitied\ct, make provisions in respect of
one and all present on the sceneluring interrogation Pawar sajd2016. accessibility and facilities of

According to GK Pandey that he was only trying to shift his The Act provides for teaching for disabled persons
Chhidwara deputy inspectorrifle from one shoulder to the other reservation of not less than fiveand would also suggest the
general of police (DIG), policemanThe police is getting his healthper cent seats for persons withmodalities for implementing

Ratnesh Pawar has been putxamination done andalso| benchmark disabilities. those suggestions, their funding
under suspension and an inquirghecking his previous record. | A bench of justice K Sikriand and monitoring.
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