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Editorial

The rascal Godman drama

Something seems to be seriously wrong with the people of
Haryana and its neighbouring state who are blind follower
of Godman Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh who was convicted
20 years jail term for raping his follower. Rape is being
criticised across the country and many are voicing stern
punishment for the rapist. But what is more surprising is
that why so many people are against the Court verdict for
punishment of the so call God man who is accused of
raping so many girls including his adopted daughter.

The violence unleashed by Dera Sacha Sauda supporters in
the immediate aftermath of the conviction and arrest of
Godman Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh is highly condemnable.
But even more so is the abject surrender to the goons by
the Haryana government which allowed thousands to
congregate in Panchkula where the CBI court’s verdict in
the rape case involving Ram Rahim was delivered and to
wreak havoc on innocent residents. Accountability for such
gross mishandling of an event has to start from the top.
By that token, the State’s Chief Minister, Manohar Lal
Khattar, does not deserve to be in the coveted saddle for
one more day. He miscalculated and misjudged the reaction
of the Sacha Sauda supporters who had gone to Panchkula
with violence in their head, and apparently believed the
assurances of the Godman that his cadres would not resort
to violence.

There was indeed a perceptible softness of approach for
which innocent people paid with their lives and property.
Residents of Panchkula who were witness to the ghastly
events insist that the miscreants were well-prepared and
both the local police and the para-military forces showed
appalling dereliction of duty. It was the army which, with
a mere 350 soldiers, controlled the situation from turning
uglier.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Mann ki baat’ radio
address yesterday whose crux was that violence in the
name of faith was unacceptable, would indeed ring hollow
if the Chief Minister is not removed in pursuance of the
principle of accountability.

It is on the lips of the entire media and the citizenry that
this was a clear case of the BJP having had a soft corner
for the Godman and his sect. It is common knowledge
that the State government was indebted to Dera Sacha
Sauda for having supported it wholeheartedly in the last
Assembly elections. In the preceding elections it was the
Congress that was the principal beneficiary. With an
estimated five crore supporters, the dera was a formidable
vote bank.

But that did not mean that the State administration did
not have a responsibility to protect the people from lumpen
crowds that went berserk. The ghastly events in Panchkula
and some other strongholds of Sacha Sauda have drilled
fear in the minds of people at large. Horrible memories of
the sect’s supporters going on the rampage will live on in
people’s minds for a long time. If the Modi government is
to make amends and win back the trust of the people
even partially, it must act fast.

Not only must the Chief Minister be sacked and replaced
by a person of unimpeachable public goodwill, the
miscreants of that day must be punished for their misdeeds
without fear or favour. Above all, the BJP and the Congress
in particular must learn a lesson from the events of that
fateful Friday not to sacrifice public interest at the altar
of political expediency and vote bank politics.
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the world in terms of track lengthjumped 32 places and today thd E online declare marital rape & homophobia
and passenger volum®/e have country is the 6th largestNew Delhi,Aug. 29:Governmentof to be unconstitutional?,” he tweeted.
one of the largest armies in themanufacturing nation in the world. India’s firm stand against making Senior journalist Nidhi Rajdan said,
world. Projects worth Rs. 8 lakh croremarital rape a criminal offence has'ndia can learn something from its
We have among the workdbusiest pending for years have now beersparked debate on social media. Oneighbours. Nepal has laws against
airports in Delhi and Mumbai. Our cleared and put on the fast trackiuesdaythe Centre in its submissionmarital rape, so does Bhutan.” In
life expectancy at birth has increasedinder the Prime Minist&s personal to Delhi High Court said marital rapeanother tweet, she argues, “So the
from a mere 32 years in 1947 to 66nitiative. is not defined in any statue, while rapgovt is saying i ok to be raped once
years todayWe were one of the India’s efort and commitment is defined under Section 375 of IPC. lyou're married. I8 ok for husbands
foremost nations to establishtowards production and use ofsaid, “Defining marital rape would call to rape wives®ives cart say no?
nuclear reactors and produce cleaclean energy has found praisdor a broad based consensus of theathetic logic.”
enegy. Despite our financial and globally. The government has planssociety’ The Centre gued, “What However Madhavan Narayanan,
technological limitations, we haveto produce 175 GW of renewablemay appear to be marital rape to ajournalist and writgtweeted, “There
made the best use of our resourcemnergy and we have already realiseihdividual wife, it may not appear sois reckless lobbying by activists on
and from an importer of even a50 GW production levelin last threeto others.As to what constitutes #MaritalRape. Out of context
needle, today we are exporters ofears. India stands 4th in the worldnarital rape and what wouldstatements and poor understanding
software. in global wind power installed constitute marital non-rape needs tof first principles.” Supreme Court
Our technocrats and managers areapacity At least 22 crores LED be defined precisely before a view otawyer Karuna Nundytweeted, “At
celebrated worldwide for their bulbs have been distributed, whictits criminalization is taken.” marital rape constitutionality hearing
The Centres submission further said,today: *Govt now supports marital
nn\ *\ A “That it has to been ensuredrape exception. In writing.Another
Oa I Q a adequately that marital rape does nd¥IRA popped upTomorrow”
become a phenomenon which majaya Mirchandani, Senior Fellow at
destabilize the institution of marriageORF,  says, “Its (Centres)
apart from being an easy tool forcommitment to gender justice seems
harassing the husbands. Quoting thestricted to abolishing #Tripletalaq.
misuse of section 498A of IPCMarital rape/dowry deaths almost
observed by courts, the Cenge’ never mentioned. Why?”
sumbission said it needs to béThe Centre had also argued that India
“ensured adequately that marital rapdoesn’t need to follow countries
does not become a phenomenowhere marital rape has been
which may destabilize the institutioncriminalised. “That the fact that other
of marriage apart from being an easgountries, mostly western, have
tool for harassing the husbands.” criminalized marital rape does not
“If all sexual acts by a man with hisnecessarily mean India should also
own wife will qualify to be marital rape, follow them blindly This country has
then the judgment as to whether it ists own unique problems due to
a marital rape or not will singularly various factors like literagyack of
rest with the wife. The question isfinancial empowerment of the majority
what evidences the Courts will relyof females, mindset of the societgist
upon in such circumstances as themiversity, poverty etc. and these
can be no lasting evidence in case ahould be considered carefully before
sexual acts between a man and higiminalizing marital rape.”
own wife,” it added.
Centres submission has dividedHeavy rains claim four
social media usersas divergent
opinions have come up. Swars _IV€S in Mumbai
Kaushal, Supreme Court lawyer PTI
former governor and husband oMumbai, Aug 30: Four persons were
Union ExternalAffairs Minister washed away in separate incidents
Sushma Swaraj on Tuesday tweeted) Mumbai following torrential rains
“There will be more husbands in thesince yesterdayhe police saidlhe
jail, than in the house”. When a useincidents were reported from
asked if he was defending marital rapdpahisar Kandivli, Malad and Dadar
Kaushal replied, “There is nothingareas, a senior police official said.
like marital rape. Our homes should/Vhile two were washed away in
not become police stations”.nullahs, one was washed away in a
Journalist and writer Ranayyub drain and the other was washed
commented on Swaraj’stand, away during Ganesh idolimmersion
saying, “Ex governor and husbandroceedings, he added. In another
of MEA sushma swaraj defendsincident, one person Rameshwar
marital rape. So don't rejoice yet oveiTiwari was killed after the wall of a
sending godmen to jail.” power sub-station fell on his house in
Celebrated author Devdutt PattanaikAsalpha village in suburban
howeverbelieves marital rape shouldGhatkopampolice said. His 35-yeatd
be declared unconstitutional. “Nowwife and nine-year-old son sustained
that we have finally declared tripleinjuries in the incident that took place
talag unconstitutional, will we pleasein the early hours, they added.
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