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Let adopted child
knows the truth

There are not many people who would not agree that an adopted
child must be told that he or she is adopted. In the rare case
where adoptive parents have, for one reason or another,
refrained from doing so, the consequences have been disastrous.
With so many people involved in the exercise, an adoption can
never be kept a total secret, and sooner or later the child involved
will discover the truth. It is not difficult to imagine his or her
reaction to this belated discovery. So shattering is the experience
that youngsters in this situation have been driven to suicide.
In fact, such is the importance placed on a child knowing that
he is adopted. There is a strong movement in the West to
encouraged White parents to adopt a negro or Asian child rather
than one of their own kind. The rationale is that since the child
looks so different from his parents, there is no doubt in his
mind, or anyone else’s that he is adopted and from the very
start he is accepted as such. With the shroud of secrecy thus
removed, the whole business of telling the child of his
antecedents becomes easier to handle.

Yet the temptation for adoptive parents to suppress this
information must be considerable, if only to protect the child
from hurt. Their own feeling for an adopted child cannot be any
different to those they would have for a biological child. The
parental bond are as strong and their love as great. For them,
nothing can made the child less their in any way.

Yet for the child, it is different. Much though this child may
love the adoptive parent and feel a secure, intrinsic part of the
family, there are two factors that are bound to influence his or
her reaction to the situation a natural curiosity about the
biological parents and an over whelming feeling of rejection at
the thought of having been abandoned or given up by them.
This last is what makes telling an adopted child the truth so
difficult. W. Shyamsunder who adopted a son over 20 years
ago, when adoptions were still not very common or orgamosed,
tells the advice he was given by both the gynaecologist who
delivered the baby and the society that arranged the adoption.
“When the time comes to tell your son that he is adopted,”
they said, “he will want to know how and why he came to be
adopted, and why his parents did not want him. The simplest,
and least damaging way to deal with this is to tell him that his
parent were both killed in a car crash. This way, he will not feel
rejected. Nor will he be tempted when he is older to look for his
‘roots.”

Whether this friend took this advice or not, and had the courage
to ask. But the pros and cons of this advice for sometimes now
should be well look upon. If the end justifies means telling a lie
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when the lie is told to the child himself? Shouldn’t a relationship
between a parent and child always be based on total truth?
But apart from the ethics of the situation, there seems to be a
very practical reason for sticking to the truth. In the remote
event.
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to co-accused former Lt Col Prasad’he court was hearing the appealterrorism squad anymore to supporapplied MCOCA in the case against
Purohit. filed by Sadhvi Pragya and Purohitor oppose the plea. Pragya, Purohit and nine others.
. R . . Thecourtdirected Sadhvi Pragya ta@hallenging an earlier order of aThe families of some of the victimsLast year in its secondary
Paklstan 10 kllled In blast Insurrender her passport to thespecial court rejecting their bailof the blast argued that the plea bsupplementary charge-sheet, the
. National InvestigatiorAgency pleas. deniedor there exist ample evidenceagency had cited lack of evidence
K t b | H (NIA) and not to tamper with the The families of the victims, who hadin theATS’ chage sheet to establishagainst Sadhvi as the reason, and also
Urram rl a reglon evidence. She has also been askéidled an intervening application that Thakur was one of the mairstated that the draconian MCOCA
. . . to report to the NIA court as andchallenging Sadhvi Pragyabail conspirators of the blast. was not applicable in the case.
EzshawarApril 25: At least 10 E:;i;ug?;(}?trgg?n%et:f injured towhen reqt_Jired. ) . plea, onTuesda_ysought from the The NIAhad opposed Purohitbail_ Purohit, howeverremained a key
people, including s-ix children andSecurity personnel ruéhed to thdragya Singh Thakur is to furnishcourt a stay on its order so that theplea and argued that there was primaccused in the case.
two wc;men were killed and 13 blast site and cordoned off the entir&S 5_ lakh bail amount and twocan appeal against it in the Supremfacie e_vidence in th_e form of audioThe NI_A has_ recommend_ed»_
others injuréd on Tuesdayhen a_area.A search operation was alsosuretles of same amount, accordin@ourt. and video recordings, call dataprosecution against Ramesh Shivaji
: ; . to the news agendyNI. According to the investigating records and witness statements thatpadhyay Sameer Sharad
passenger van was targeted with aonducted. No group claimed., " . . e N A N
remote-controlled bomb in Pakistan’ responsibility for the attack. T_he appeal f||ed_by Sadhvi Pragyaager_mes, the blast was allegedIlyprove h_|s involvement in the case. Kulkarni, Ajay Ré_lhlfka{ Rakesh
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