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Imphal-Jirbam road: a
tool for political gimmick

Again this is about playing with the sentiment of the common
people. Every move, now and then is directly or indirectly related
with the upcoming 11" Manipur Legislative Assembly Election.
Yesterday we in the Imphal Times had pointed out how the
controversies surrounding over the establishment of National
Sports University in the state of Manipur has been using as a
tool for campaigning the upcoming assembly poll by both the BJP
and INC. And today too it is the condition of the Imphal Jiribam
road that both the parties are considering as another effective
tool.

Well, fifteen years ago, the Imphal-Jiribam stretch of National
Highway is a major issue. Nongthongbam Biren, the MLA from
Heingang Assembly constituency, who had recently tender
resignation from the state assembly as well as the Congress party,
had organized a mass movement to repair the road with money
contributed from the public. At that time Mr. Biren was the Editor
of a popular Manipur’s Newspaper and soon after he became
MLA, the mobilization was let forgotten from the mind of the
people.

But each time when there is a prolong economic blockade called
along the National Highway, both the government as well as the
transporters started talking about this road until the blockade
called ended.

Fifteen years down the line now, nothing has change to the
condition of the Imphal-Jiribam road, now NH 37. The condition
is no better comparing those days.

The decision of the Transporters’ and Drivers’ Council to assist
the government in repairing the road is a welcoming step. The
congress government under the leadership of Okram Ibobi has
now announced about the need for urgent repairmen of the road.
But one wanders why only now when election is just four or five
months from now.

It is often heard that, the High Ways are supposed to be
maintained by the Central government. But the people of Manipur
had already heard the Central government blaming the state
government for its lack of corporation. This means the BJP which
is in power at the centre is playing its election gimmick to the
issue of National High way.

Every election time the condition of the road comes up in public
sphere and blame game begins between political parties. But
when the election days over the issue of this specific road will be
forgotten and will be left as it is until another election days come
to start their politics.
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Why NDTV Dropped Chidambaram Interview?

By : Siddharth \aradarajan country NDTV'’s editorial director and their aftermath, or questionpresence or absence — evidence.
The Indian soldiers who Sonia Singh explained the newtheir military efficacy? Evidence is central to journalism. But
attacked terror targets in Pakistaneditorial policy: 10. Wl criticism of the Armed ‘evidence’ is also the word on which
occupied Kashmir may haveDearall, Forces (Special Powergt, or the the political debate of the past week
returned home without any fatalitiesAcross the NDTV network, we have use of pellet guns against civilianshas turned. While some of the
on their side but there is onedecided we will not give space toby the security forces in Kashmir demands for ‘evidence’ of the
casualty that the surgical strikethe bizarre political bickering that be allowed on NDTV in the future? surgical strikes we have heard over
did cause on our side of the bordethas broken out on the surgicallin her reply to ThéVire, Radhika the past few days are misplaced, the
Indian journalism has been leftstrikes.....no debates, no airtime oRoy provided a general explanatiordebate arose because the
grievously injured. my strikes vs yours, give proofof NDTV’'s policy, but did government needlessly withheld
Marching right behind the specialetc...whether it is opposition or thenot answer specific questions,information about the operation that
forces who crossed the Line ofgovt....only the army.....to explain especially those on Chidambaramought to be in the public domain in
Control to deliver “five slaps” on this.. here is a gfx we should carryRahul Gandhi, Manohar Parrikar andndia because it is already known to
Pakistan — to use defence ministetoday as the lead in ourAmitShah: the Pakistani military — such as the
Manohar Parrikds phrase — most bulletins.......[name redacted], “Like all decisions we take at NDTV locations hit and the mode of
news channels have crossed thelease can this be designed...heree are driven by editorial and attack. States that are serious
line that separates journalism fromis the text.... journalistic integrity and the belief welcome verification of claims that
PR and worse. INDIA ABOVE POLITICS that the political mud slinging they publicly make. This is not
If one channel is trying to get itsNational security cannot beregarding the surgical strikesbecause they are afraid their army
anchors to end their bulletins withcompromised by politics without a shred of evidence waswon't be trusted but because
a ‘Jai Hind' sign-off, another hasOur Army cannot be doubted oractually damaging to our nationaltransparency (on details that do not
created a ‘war room’ for its staff toquestioned or used for politicalsecurity We do not believe that we compromise security) builds greater
play soldier — complete with angains are obliged to carry every shred ofrespect for the capabilities of their
anchor wearing an imitation ‘flak The current political debate drivel that has now come to pass asnilitary.
jacket' to shield him from enemy fire threatens to do this public discourse. I'd also like to If important political leaders —
as he plans his own surgical strikeSNDTV will not air any remarks that stress that this is part of our normalwvhether from the opposition or the
on Pakistan. risk security for political advantage editorial policy not to provide a government — engage in mud
India Today TV anchor in faux The ‘gfx’ was prepared and platform to outrageous and wild slinging or make loose statements
military gear at his channsl*war highlighted at the top of the 9 pmaccusations that thrive only on“without a shred of evidence”,
room’. Credit: Siddhartkfaradarajan news bulletin on Thursday night. publicity. Our statement giving our should journalists shield the public
Even before the army operationFor some reason, the second poirmeasons is on air and | think thatfrom them? Or should they report
NewsX declared via its editor-in-— about not questioning the army -answers the larger question. their remarks, with context,
chief that the channel would nowas dropped from the graphic (seéAs the news develops, everybackground and analysis, so that
longer be referring to Pakistan asbove). statement being made is run througlhviewers or readers can form their own
‘Pakistan’ on its prime time show butIn keeping with the new editorial that editorial filter This is of course opinions? The danger in choosing
as ‘Terror Sate of Pakistan’. On its policy, the channel will no a fluid situation but the basic the first option, as NDTV evidently
part, Times Now has led the chargéonger allow politicians and other principle remains the sam#ke will  has done, is that it becomes difficult
against the presence of Pakistarguests to question the strikes on aiinvestigate any story — whether itto treat ruling party and opposition
artistes in India and has everrheWire sent a series of questionsnvolves the army or anyone else -alike. On Fridayfor example, the
demanded that diplomatic relationgo Radhika Royco-founder and as long as it is based on hardchannel broadcast back-to-
with Islamabad be downgraded. chairperson of NDTVand Sonia evidence. back press conferences Bynit
It's too early to tell what this sgg  Singh, on Friday afternoon — right“Regarding the rest, | am astonishedhah of the BJP and Kapil Sibal of
of nationalist reporting has done forafter BJPpresidentAmit Shahs that internal newsroom discussionghe Congress. But by the evening,
the ratings of these channels bupress conference was telecast oand draft mails, which may changethe channe§ website had only a
the aggressive manner in which theyhe channel. amilliontimes (as | am sure they dostory on Shah criticising the
have led the charge against analysts. What prompted NDTV to inany newsroom) is something thatCongress, with Sibad’ rebuttal
and opposition politicians who announce a new editorial policy asshould be a matter of publictagged on as two lines at the end.
suggested the government providenentioned in its message ‘Indiainterest! For us the final decisionTo be sure, both leaders played
more information on the surgical Above Politics'? and what we stand by is what goegolitics with national securityBut
strikes has drawn praise frokmit 2. Was it true that the decision toon ait” only one gets his video archived
Shah, president of the Bharatiyanot air Rahul Gandhs'remarks was There is one word which stands ouprominently — Shah —while the other
Janata Party taken pursuant to the new editoriain Roy’s reply because of the seems to have vanished into ether
The BJPS position is that it was the policy? importance she places on its(Courtesy: The Kashmir Observer)
army which decided to go public3. Extracts of PChidambarans
with the news about the strikesinterview to Barkha Dutt werg
and that asking for more informationplayed during the day on October
would lower the morale of the armybut the full interview was finall
and undermine national security never broadcastWe understand
As a news organisation that alwayshat this decision was also taken
¢ kept its head when others aroundeeping with NDTV5 new editorial
them lost theirs, NDTV was one ofpolicy. Is this true? Was
the few channels willing to Chidambaram saying things th
discuss the strikes rationally —withcompromise national security?
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. J&K: fresh ofensive launched
_toflush out terrorists holed up
“inside govt building in Pampore

eKashmir, Oct. 11: Security forces exchange of fire was going ow®
oflaunched a fresh offensive thisto three terrorists who had entered
htmorning to flush out the terrorists the EDI complexes in the wee hours
Uivho are holed up inside ayesterday and fired upon the
government building in Pamporesecurity forces triggering an
farea since yesterdaQuoting an encounterAn army jawan and a
dArmy official, news agency PTI policeman were injured in the
ereports that the area around th@peration. The official said, security
Entrepreneurship Developmentforces yesterday used mortar
Institute (EDI) premises on the shells, light machine guns and other
s Srinagar-Jammu National Highwaysmall arms to flush out the ultras
has been cordoned off andbutso far have not been successful.

. Vijaya Dashmi being celebrated across
r the country today; PM to visit Lucknow
[, to celebrate festival this evening
erNew Delhi, Oct. 1.: The festival of occasion. Union Home Minister
oVijaya Dashmi is being celebratedRajnath Singh is already in the Uttar
across the country todajffhe Pradesh capitahIR correspondent
festival marks the victory of good reports that Mr Modi is scheduled
alover evil. PresidenY/ice President to reach Lucknow at 6 PM.In Delhi,
and Prime Minister have greetedPolice have made elaborate security
lepeople on the occasion. In hisarrangements to avoid any
lomessage, President Pranabntoward incidenton the occasion.
Mukherjee appealed to the peopl®©ver in Karnataka, the Navaratri
sto resolve, to follow the path of festivities culminate with grand
etmoral and ethical rectitude whichJamboo savari procession in
has guided for centuries. HeMysuru today The famous 4 km
expressed the hope that therocession also known as
r celebrations will bind the Vijayadashmi procession will be
| communities and regions of Indiaflagged off by Chief Minister
in a true sense of brotherhood an&iddaramiah after performing puja
le motivate them to make renewedo the Nandi dhwaja in front of the
efforts for the unity and progressMysore palace. The main attraction
of the countryice President of the procession is herd of 12
eMohammad Hamidnsari said, the caparisoned elephants led by 56-
efestival fills the people with the year old elephamrjuna.lnAssam,
ssspirit of brotherhood and amitile  tight security measures are being
isexpressed the hope that the festivahken in Guwahati as well as in other
I will bring peace, harmony andcities for peaceful conduct
liprosperity in the nation. Primeimmersion of Durga. Several
y Minister Narendra Modi said in aBrahmaputra ghats have been
tweet greeted the country Wijaya specially decorated. Colourful
dashami. Mr Modi will attend the procession have been taken out by
ehistoric Aishbagh Ramlila in puja committees amidst chanting of
5 Lucknow this evening on the hymns.

more information. But in a dramatichome minister or by the leader
gurnaround which suggests thethe main opposition party amou

arguments about the danger opart?

now declared that it would nonot encouraging politics an
longer air “any remarks that riskpolitical debate to compromis|
gsecurity for political advantage.” national securityNDTV showed
On October 6, the channel decide@®JP leaderAmit Shahs press
not to telecast an interview withconference today live. Is thi
¢ Congress leader Bhidambaram — because, in your chanreliew his
eWho as a former home minister andemarks do not constitute
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eManmohan Singls cabinet and of national security?
committee on security for a decadé. Raksha mantri Manohg
made
Modi government$ political statement about how the Indig
handling of the surgical strikes thearmy realised its strength only aft
Indian army had conducted acrosshe current government came
the Line of Control in Kashmir last power: "Indian troops were like
week. Hanuman who did not quite kno
In extracts that played out on thetheir prowess before the surgic;
channel on Thursday morning,strikes,” Parrikar said. In your vie
Chidambaram criticised statementss this an example of political debal
made by defence minister Manohathat does not threaten ft
Parrikar in the aftermath of thecompromise national security?
September 29 surgical strikes and. NDTV sent an email to its staffe
noted that even Prime Ministeryesterday which had a fourth bull
Narendra Modi had since cautionegoint as part of the channsl
his ministers against thumping theiradvisory:
chests on the issue. “Our Army cannot be doubted d
The full interview which questioned or used for politica
Chidambaram had recorded withgains”
NDTV's star anchor Barkha Dutt,Why was this line deleted from thy
would be broadcast in the eveningfinal advisory?
viewers were told. Except that it8. Is it NDTV's view that reporters
wasn't. and editors (not to speak of th
Dropping Chidambararsinterview public at large) cannot question tl
wasn't the only act of censorshiparmy any more, or even expre
at the channel that defyditors were doubts about what the army sa
instructed that Congress viceOr has this part of the origina
president Rahul Gandbistatement advisory sent by Sonia Singh to
in Uttar Pradesh about Modi tradingstaffers been withdrawn internall
in the blood of Indian soldiers wasas well?
not to be run on the channel either9. Wil NDTV henceforth not permij
In an email on October 6 to all of theon air guests who criticise th|
channels journalists across thegovernmens handling of the strike
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