Imphal Times

2

Editorial

Imphal, Friday May 27, 2016

Checking the scourge
of corruption

The scourge of corruption has been one almost everybody in the
state has had the unfortunate opportunity to experience it. This
all pervading social malaise has been acknowledged, reported
and discussed, but till now precious little has been done to ease
its frightening grip on the society. And for the intrepid few who
dare tread the dangerous path to unveiling the mask of the
corruptors, the conclusion has almost always been the same-
engineered confusion and institutional indecision leading such
laudable efforts to be an exercise in futility. That the practice
of corruption has been deeply institutionalized in the system
would be stating the obvious and a fact made redundant by its
ubiquitous nature. The scourge is increasingly becoming a
crippling experience for the state, especially at the backdrop of
the increasingly volatile social atmosphere. As serious and
insidious as the problem is proving to be, there has never been
any worthwhile or concerted effort to remedy it. While the
number of individuals openly condemning the many reports and
instances of corruption has been on the rise, thanks in no small
measure to social medias and other interactive platforms,
institutional reforms or efforts has been sorely lacking. There
is a plausible explanation for the same- that corruption is being
bred and nurtured within the very system that generates power
and authority. Corruption results from a structure that can be
manipulated. The two might be regarded as the two sides of
the same coin, given the fact that where power resides, there
is bound to be corruption, for at the heart of the matter lie the
irrefutable truth that corruption is a result of inequalities, of
imbalances in power and authority and the insatiable urge of
men to collect wealth and riches not warranted by the power
and authority vested in them by the society. In other words,
corruption means the practice of obtaining power, influence, or
other personal gains through illegitimate means, often at others’
expense. While the situation looks gloomy, there also remains
the fact that corruption is a practice as old as civilization itself,
and that despite the years, there are still institutions and systems
which have managed to fend off or reduce the menace to a
great extent. Taking a leaf out of such government institutions
and systems, we need to build on the principles and procedures
which will elevate the problem to a manageable level, because
truth be told, eradicating corruption completely would be an
impossible ideal and wishful thinking. Amore pragmatic approach
would be to build a sub-system of checks and balances into the
system to counter the present practices and the procedures that
enables such practices to continue and flourish. Another approach
would be to raise awareness of the various devices made
available for individuals to check the menace at the personal or
individual level- the PIL (Public Interest Litigation) and RTI (Right
to Information), along with a proactive and earnest print and
electronic media, could prove very effective in stemming the
tide and keeping things in check for now.
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Denying ST status: Feeding the ghost from the past

Any sensible observer can see theheapened after Meitei has beeris being ST dividing people inhibiting this geo-
inhumed ghost of hatred walkinglisted as ST under Indian If that cannot be read as | saidpolitical entity hugely enveloped
tall in their heart which STDCM constitution is the basis of theirabove, why these people arewith conflicting interests that have
enthusiastically tries to exorcise tofear—the fear of being dishonored.shouting “being ST would make usevery so often been problematic
permanently put an end to the ageBut it seems that they never thinkinferior group” in every ST demand both in positive as well as negative
old rift between ‘ching’ and ‘tam’. the same civilization they arerelated meeting and public sense as this effort often represents
But they have felt this exorcism riteboasting of now is the product ofdiscourses? This point theythe interest of certain group of
as whopping threat on their psycheumulative efforts made by both frequently mention during their people to maintain their status quo
—a psyche that can be likened téching’and‘tam’. And it also seems speeches has brought me the ideather thanKanglei collective
the idea of lording it over thatthey never mind shouting beingof ‘honour killing’ enabling me to interest.
highlanders as symbol of nationakcheduled tribe or tribe as of lowerexactly say the genre in which thesd_et’s exorcise the ghost from the
pride— sensing it as dirtying theirsocio-cultural order’ adding insult movements (anti-st movement)past that has been keepiiehing’
honour leading them to feel theto injury hitting where it hurts most belong to. severed from ‘tam’ that has also
need of doing away with suchto hill-people. They appear not toThis kind of thinking associates been playing key cause of every
movements as ST demande able to grasp the simple fact thatwith illusions of ‘moving forward’ issue involving hill and valley as
attempting to let hill-settlers standwhat they really need now is not towhile they actually are traversingseen in the last few decades rather
on par with valley residents. thrashchingmeenor ST champions with reverse gear as they cagedhan biting people who love to
This act of tagging adherents ofbut removing their age-old ideathemselves in the past fasteningekindle the lost spark of love
pro-ST movement with obnoxiouscharged with vedic values that makeagainst a static pole reading thebetween highlanders and valley
labels like ‘traitor’ or ‘betrayer’ as them obsessed of losing honoumpast in the light of excessively settlers. So, please stop rearing the
widely written in Imphal based daily blocking all the ways leading to atwisted casteist narrative. ghost from the past in your heart if
papers bracketing proSdroups new civilizational order based onBy doing thus, they are not onlyyou really want to let your sons and
attempt to blot out the proverbialjustice and equality as longed byhampering possibilities we candaughters see a neMangleip
line of dissection between the twoall—both hills and valley achieve or attain but they are alsdhat is peaceful, progressive and
ethnic sisters with the notion ofBased on their view that takes beingencouraging violent acts that maycohesive as well, or else we will be
crossing cultural boundary is anST as downward slide, one thinglead us all to a point extremely closeannihilated soon.
evident testimony to anti-ST becomes more than clear that thereo what we may call mutual (Theideaexpressed hereispurely
peoples willing endorsement of hill- are still odds and ends of old evildestruction. of the author, and has nothing to
valley dichotomy initially borne out practices driven by orthodox meiteiAs everybody sees, since longdo with the ideology of Imphal
of embracing Hinduism in the 18thHindus’ jingoistic attitudinal traits there is a war going on inTimes. We welcome every
century now furthered by a thathas once spawned ill treatmenKangleileip& which can be meant constructiveargument even though
constitutional line drawn in the on highland lasses who have beeas some sort of historic effort toitisagainst theideology of | mphal
name of ethnic inequality married to any meitei family remove the baggage of historyTimes)
Because of these secret agendas dinese people are so cut off from
which they rest their arguments objective realities in which they are Admit Card & Mark Sheet Lost
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Hijam Irawat and political movements in Manipur and the Surma valley

(iii) Women’s organization Manipur Praja Mandal (MPM). The INDIA where the Manipuris willbe was also not allowed to speak at the
Irawat worked not only among men,meeting passed resolutions on thable to freely develop their own said meeting. Irawat walked out of
but also among womenfolk. pitiable condition of the roads in theeducational, cultural, political andthe meeting along with his
Wherever he went he built up theTop area and other mattersA  economical aspects freelif those supporters of the MPS and the MKS.
MabhilaAtmaraksha Samiti (MAS). Working Commnitteeof 30 membersManipuris residing in the Only the twelve persons who stayed
The units of the MAS at was constituted. Bhuban Rajkumameighbouring places of Manipur arein the hall formed the Manipur State
Patharkandi, Hailaakandi9, SilcharGouramani , Hijam Irawat and Dr willing to come inside the Free Congress. The NMM ceased to exist
Lakhipur Ramnagar etc. whichwereLeiren  were elected as theManipur State enjoying equalfrom thatday

NSCN/GPRN says they are not terronggllt up under his guidance werePresident, th&/ice-President, the rights then their places will also beThe MPS was reorganized after
nits.

Secretary and theAssistant included inside the boundary of theBhubansana joined the Manipur

“The same oppressive British lawsThe statement added that the OnCB’] the second half of 1944 whileSecretary respectively of the MPM.Free Manipur te.And the people State Congress The re-organized
which oppressed the Indians forindependent sovereign Nagas had tpawat was under detention in theAfter returning from Cachatrawat of Free Manipur State will decide MPS celebrated the anniversary of
centuries nonetheless failing todefend herself against temed  Silchar jail, an artificial crisis of could attend the meetings of theby votes whether such a Freehe Nupilan on 12 December 1946 at
suppress the Indian freedom strugglévasion of her country by maraudingscarcity of yarn occurred.A Working Committee of the twice, Manipur State will be alone or will Keishamthong, Imphal. This was the
must have convinced the Indianhordes of Indiarmy aided by black massive agitation was launchedhe first on 5April 1946 and the affiliate to any province of Free first-ever celebration of the Nupilan
leaders of the futility of reinforcing law of the British era, theFSRA, that  against the scarcity of yarn by thesecond on 1Bpril 1946. After 15  India.” held in ManipurThe MPS prepared
same laws upon the Nagas for morgive even the NCO of Indiafrmy  womenfolk consisting of the Meitei, April Irawat was expelled from the On 21August 1946 a joint meeting and distributed a cyclostyled list of
than half a century nout has yielded the power to shoot on mere suspiciorthe Bishnupriya and the BurmanNMM without giving him any of the Manipur Praja Sammelani andhose protest-marchers who were
nothing else but the senselesarrest without warrant, raid without communities under the initiative ofinformation. the MPM resolved that in order tohurt as well as those who were
victimization of thousands of her police and administration etc on thethe MahilaAtmaraksha Samiti. On 5April 1946 a joint meeting of cope with the emerging political imprisoned in the course of the
young promisingArmy officers and Nagas in our own home country Irawat hadplannedthe agitation andhe Nikhil Manipuri Mahasabha andsituation, the two organizations beagitation.
soldiers, who massacres the Naga$nstead of repealing the blackalso guided it from the jail. WLomenthe Manipur Praja Mandal were heldunited into a strong political On that very day Maharaja
and themselves get massacred at tfiehuman laws of the British era thatfrom Ramnagaifooko. Borkhola, atWangkhei, ImphalThe said joint organization and be named theBodhachandra announced his
altar of Indias false pride and ego”, tormented Indians for centuries undedoypurBoaljur etc. participated in meeting passed several resolutionslanipur Praja Sangha (MPSA  declaration for the formation of a
the NSCN statement added. colonial rule, enforcing this on the the said agitation. In the course obn the post-war civic and economidWorking Committee of 21 members Costitution Making Committee. The
The NSCN/GPRN claimed notevenaéNagas in a more systematic andhe agitation Irawat serffonjam problems. The sixth resolutionwere elected. BhubansanaVIPS organized protest meetings in
single innocent Indian civilian citizen sophisticated manner in an era oBona to visit the venues wheredealing with the political questionsRajkumar was elected the Presidentlanuary 1947 against the biased,
or hurt or sabotage the interest otlemocracy and global enlightenmengayadeva singing were performedeflects Irawats perspective Gouramani Sharma as théce- ambiguous and undemocratic
Indian government has been targetedill certainly be highly regretted. during the Kang festival of the Irawat's perspective on the political President, Irawat as the Generainanner in which the election was
by the NSCN in any part of the Globe.India’s determination to experimentManipuri community Tonjam Sona identity of Manipur as well as his Secretary T. Ibotombi andT. notified. Inspitge of these protest
“There is not a single report of theneo-colonialism on the Nagas will gotook the opportunity to deliver co-incidence with the leaders ofGouramani as the Joint Secretariemeetings the election of the
Nagas damaging the properties, assetiown the annals of history as thespeeches to the audience eithesther political streams. The Englishand Pratap as the Cashiefhe Constitution Making Committee was
and vital installations owned by darkest epoch only to the unmakinghefore the start of the Jayadevaranslation of the sixth resolutionManipur Praja Sangha was basicalljneld on 20 January 1947. In October
Indian citizen or the Government ofof India Union gradually”, the singing or at the close of it.which was signed by Irawat as thecomposed of urban activists. Forl947 the draft Constitution was
India hitherto”, it further added. staement added. Thoussands of women assemble8ecretary of the MPM was organizing the rural masses, Irawatompleted. In March 1948 Rules for
at the Gandhibag (formerly knownforwarded to the/iceroy of India concentrated on building up theElection under the new Constitution
WHENEVE%&%%ESIE-FSC?&S{-H-}%Clﬁlé’%#gg MINING as Thangampat). The womerand the Governor dkssam on 1 Manipur Krishi Sammelani. On 16 were completed. On/Spril 1948 the
’ masses went on a deputation to thapril 1946. The forwarded May 1946, at the second session gfrogramme of work for the Manipur
A SOLUTION FOR EVERY CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT Deputy Commissioner of the Cacharesolution is cited below:- the Manipur Krishi Sammelani, State Election,1948 was notified. The
ar g,

district. The D.C. arranged to maké'Resolution No. 6: Irawat was elected as the Presidentlection to the Manipurt&teAssembly
the yarn available to the weaverga) It is already a known fact thatMaimom Madhumangol and Okramwas to begin from 11 June 1948.
e after aweek. Manipur will also be included in the Ibomcha Kabiraj were re-elected asAfter the election to the Manipur
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On 28 February the ban imposed bylorth Eastern Frontier Provincethe General Secretary and thetate Assembly held in June-July
the Manipur State Durbar on Irawatwhich is going to be constructedAssistant Secretary respectively 1948 the party-wise break-up of the
lapsed. After taking leave of his according to the plan proposed byrhe second session changed th®tal seat of 53 is — (1) The Manipur
beloved comrades, Irawat leftProf. Coupland. This so calledname of the organization from State Congress— 14, (2) The Manipur
Silchar for Manipur on 3 March 1946.North Eastern Frontier Province will‘Manipur Krishi Sammelani’ to Krishak Sabha -5, (3) The Socialist
1ILPOST-SECONDWORLDWAR  neither be included in India nor in‘Manipur Krishak Sabha’ (MKS). Party -3, (4) The Manipur Praja Santi
POLITICAL MOVEMENT IN Burma. Thisis a reduction of a parfThe MKS became became the singl&abha — 12, (5) Hil\reas — 18, and
MANIPUR fromAssam and a loss to India. It ispeasantsdrganization of Manipur (6) Nominated — 1.The MKS
Having arrived in Manipur on 4 a plan to prolong the suppressior©n 4 October 1946 a joint meeting ofcontested in 23 seats and won in
March 1946, Irawat met Laikhuramof Manipur and the hill districts the three political parties, viz., (i) thefive. The following are the elected
Khagendrajit and Karam Bidur andwhich are dependent, undevelopetiMM, (ii) the MPS, and (jii) the candidates of the MKS:-

the three of them discussed tand are not yet given their dueMKS was held at Imphal to form a 1. Hijam Irawat - Utlou
organize a meeting of the publicrights. This meeting strongly single political party of Manipur 2.Takhellambam Bokul - Pangei
workers on 7 March 1946. On theprotests against this plan and thélowever the meeting turned out to 3.AyekpamAngahal - Nambol
said day a meeting of the publicproposal as well. be a conspiracy to negate Irawatt.Maimom Madhumangol-
workers was held at the residencéb) This meeting resolves thatfrom the political life of Manipur Pungdongbam

of Bidur atWangkhei, Imphal, Manipur will remain as a FREE Irawat's nomination from either the 5.Thokchom Shyamo -  Kakching

which reorganized and expanded thIANIPUR STATE inside FREE MPS or the MKS was rejected. He(Tobecontd..............)
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