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Saving the future to
fight over

The relentless agitation spearheaded by the JCILPS Manipur has
been demanding the state government to obtain the assent or
approval for the three bills- (Protection of Manipur Peoples Bill
2015, Manipur Land Revenue & Land Reforms (seventh
amendment) Bill 2015, and Manipur Shops & Establishment
(second amendment) Bill 2015 ), passed by the state legislative
assembly on August 31 last year from the President of India,
even after the state government have appointed a committee
to represent the state and argue the case for approval of the
said bills which will enable them to be enacted as laws speak
volumes about the level of trust the public has endowed on the
current government. Perhaps the genesis of this deep distrust
and suspicions of the intent of the state government can be
traced back to the time when neighbouring forces, both as
individuals and in groups from across the state cajoled the central
government to extend the ceasefire between NSCN-IM and the
Government of India ‘without territorial limits’ during June 2001
which prompted the public to go on a spontaneous rampage fuelled
by the feeble attempt of the state government to raise objections
against the pact which the public in the state considers a
transgression of ethical and territorial integrity of the state. Or
perhaps the calculated silence is a tried and tested formula for
waiting out the initial fervour of any agitations or campaigns by
the public, which, while mostly successful on the part of the
state government, have further embittered the agitating public,
paving the way for more intense and destructive forms of protests
and agitations.

The present agitations, however has two sides to the story, and
the people in the hills are rising against the efforts of the state
government to push for the enactment of the bills by the state
government, terming the three bills as ‘Anti-tribal’ and threatening
the future of the people in the hills. The protests against the
state government passing the bills in the state assembly has been
gathering momentum, and by the looks of it, the two opposing
parties are on a collision course if both decides to stick to their
points. It must be added here that there are certain points of
contention in the bills which needs to be revised and brought to
consensus as otherwise these will prove to be the proverbial
spanner in the works, one most prominent point being the fixing
of 1951 as the base year for detection of outsiders and their
deportation. The very point, though included in the three bills
passed has not reached its rational conclusion with many prominent
individuals and organisations expressing doubts and reservations
on the particular issue, and as Imphal Free Press editor and author
Pradip Phanjoubam opined- the point is not ‘within reason,’ and
has ‘no practical application’ and hence the Manipur government
needs to revise it, while adding that “There are still major doubts
about the claim that the three ILP related bills hurt the sentiments
of the tribal people in the state. I’ve gone through the contents
of the bills. Though I’m not a legal expert, | would say that the
bills do not impinge upon their interests at all”.

The ominous showdown of the two contrasting views and demands
has put the state to a grinding halt, and the society has adopted
a suspicious and uncertain outlook as a matter of fact. It is time
to bring a rational closure to the protracted issue before there is
no future to fight over.
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Army Mountaineering team

scales Mt. Everest

New Delhi, May 20:An army team,
led by Lt Colonel Ranveer Jamwal
from Jammu and Kashmhras scaled
the Mount Everest. Army
spokesman in Udhampur said tha
the IndianArmy mountaineering
team scaled the mountain yesterda
morning despite unfavourable
weather conditions.

He said that the expedition to scalt
the worlds highest peak at 8,84
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NEETrow: Arvind Kejriwal uges PM Modi | jounalist threatened

for exposing the truth

not to bring any ordinance to overturn SC ord&F vey 20 jounaistwin

Dainik Jagran, Rajesh Singh has
Agency Kejriwal added it is also being saidexpected to clear an ordinance |omlleged that four men entered his
New Delhi, May 20:Delhi Chief that many politicians are runningan executive order to defer theoffice and asked about the piece
MinisterArvind Kejriwal on Friday their own private medical colleges,implementation of NEET about voters being threatened
wrote to Prime Minister Narendrain which some institutions are The decision to issue an ordinancejuring the panchayat elections.
Modi asking him not to bring any indulging in the practice of was taken in the aftermath ofRajesh allegedly told them that the
order against the Supreme Couraccepting large donations, which isseveral meetings between Unionpiece was based upon the District
ruling on National Eligibility-cum- why they were vehemently againstHealth Minister J.Nadda and state Magistrates inputs. He alleges that
EntranceTest (NEET), saying the the NEET examinations. health ministers to discuss theever since that report he has been
students had welcomed théltis my humble request to you toissue. receiving threats from the JD(U)

metres was launched after a hiatusnd personnel of five other ranks decision as it discouraged wellensure that no orders are broughthe meeting was convened afienLC.

of two years following the Nepal Chief of theArmy staf General

endowed parents from makingagainst the Supreme Court ruling irseveral parliamentarians opposedrhe goons then reminded Rajesh

earthquake. The team included onBalbir Singh has congratulated thedonations’ to get their children the matter otherwise people will the common medical entrance telstabout what had happened to

junior commissioned officer (JCO)team for its achievement.
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admitted into reputed privatethink that the Centre stand withsaying the NEET has createdRajdev Ranjan and threatened him
medical colleges. those who garner black money confusion among the students whawith dire consequences if he did
In the lettey Kejriwal said the hard Kejriwal said. have already applied for the statenot apologise and stop writing
working and diligent students Meanwhile, the Union Cabinet is entrance exams. against Heera Bind.

missed out on opportunities for a N N

quality medical education, as the d d d d
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the matter should not be challengegource Xinhau have so far recovered 16 bodies ibeing hampered due to heavy rains.
or questioned. _ Colombo, May 20: The death toll Aranayake while 144 are still buriedMore than 450,000 people have been
“It has come to my attention thatfrom Sri Lankas flash floods and under the debris. The landslide whichaffected by floods and landslides
reports are adrift that the Centre isandslides rose to 63 on Friday astruck on Tuesday evening, burieccross the island country due to
making plans to overturn thewater levels in many districts three villages and has been recordeskavy rains and strong winds which
decision by the Supreme Court andontinued to rise owing to heavyas the worst in Sri Lanksthistory began on Saturday evening.
people have been tensed uporins, the Disaster Managemenfreams have also recovered 14 bodigeveral people remained trapped in
hearing this news. The people ofCenter said. from Bulathkohupitiya and aremany areas across the country and
the nation will be cheated if theSri Lankas central Kegalle District searching for a further 15 peoplehe Disaster Management Center
Centre goes through with thishas so far reported the highestrapped under the debris when gaid rescue efforts were continuing.
decision. Just a few days ago,number of deaths with 34 peoplejandslide struck otWednesday The DMC on Thursday warned that
Union Health Minister J.Madda killed after two massive landslidesmorning destroying 6 rows ofwater levels of the Kelani River was
called a meeting over the issuehit the district on Tuesday andhouses. also rising and people residing along
where almost all health ministe_rsWednesday The army said that additional troopshe river banks had been evacuated.
opposed NEETexcept Delhi Rescue teams are continuing witthad been deployedAranayake and People in the hilly areas have also
Health Minister Satyendra Jain,"their efforts to search for thoseBulathkohupitiya to continue theirbeen warned to self evacuate if they
the letter stated. missing under the mud and rock andearch operations but efforts werebserve any signs of landslides.
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