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All about transparency

“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.” The word ‘Corruption’ connotes many things
for many people and under differing circumstances which
makes it difficult to define. However, in a narrow sense,
corruption is mostly concerned with ‘bribery’ and ‘undue
advantage’ and it takes several forms. Transparency
International- a global movement with the vision to free
the world of corruption and having chapters in more than
100 countries leading the fight against corruption describes
‘Corruption’ as the abuse of power for private gain. It is a
global phenomenon and is pervasive in almost every society
the world over. Corruption, especially in a state such as ours
where strife and unrest is a part of our everyday life, is a
consequence of the parasitic nexus between Bureaucrats,
politicians and criminals. Its reach and chronicity can perhaps
be gauged by the very fact that at one time, bribe was paid
for getting wrong things done but now bribe is being paid
for getting right things done at right time. Today, India ranks
85 out of 174 countries, on par with Burkina Faso, Jamaica,
Thailand, Philippines, Peru, Zambia, Sri Lanka and Trinidad
& Tobago according to the Corruption Perception Index 2014
Report released by Transparency International. The big
question is: Is it possible to contain corruption in our society?
To fully answer the question, it would be crucial to understand
certain perceptions and myths such as: Corruption is a way
of life and nothing can be done about it, or that only people
from underdeveloped or developing countries are prone to
corruption. Distrustful or apathetic attitude of the public
towards the political system, its institutions and its
leadership also creates a big hurdle to challenging corruption.
The best weapon for fighting corruption is transparency.

It is about shedding light on rules, plans, processes and
actions. It is knowing why, how, what, and how much.
Transparency ensures that public officials, civil servants,
managers, board members and businesspeople act visibly
and understandably, and report on their activities. And it
means that the general public can hold them into account.
It is the surest way of guarding against corruption and helps
increase trust in the people and institutions on which our
futures depend. Corruption is an intractable problem and
can only be kept in check if representatives from the
government, business and civil society work together to
develop standards and procedures they all support. It cannot
be eliminated in one fell swoop. It is a global problem that
all countries of the world have to confront, solutions,
however, can only be home grown. We have tolerated
corruption for so long, hoping the next person will take up
the cudgel for us. The time has now come to root it out
from the society, and if we are to succeed, we all should
give it a hand.
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NIA probes call records to
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d New Delhi, Jan. 14NIA officials person who lived at the
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Computer programmers are usingvho used to make regular calls
specialised software to check howPakistan.
many of the people living in Apartfrom this the NIA has aske
itiPathankot were in touch withfor CCTV footage from all the|
people in Pakistan. petrol pumps that are on the rou|
Computerised checks are essentidhken by the terrorists after the
because during questioninghijacked SFSalvindets car NIA
_ksuspecls have denied that theyants to check if the car stoppe
P were in touch with people acrossfor refuelling and if the camera
the border have captured images of th
The NIA has not yet been able topassengers.
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ANI The bomb caused heavy damal
London, Jan 14:At least two to the outer walls of the polic
people have been killed and 39station, and the attackers the
others injured in a car bomb attackfollowed up with rockets and long
on a police station iffurkey’s range gunfire.
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blamed on the outlawed KurdistanNo group has yet claimed eithg
Workers Party (PKK). of the attacks.

Massive earthquake jolts northern Jag
ANI earthquake which struck off th

Tokyo, Jan. 14:An earthquake coast of Hokkaido in Japan.
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measuring 6.7 on the Richter scal@he PacificTsunamiWarning
shook northern Japan onCentre (PTWC) has ruled out th|
Thursday possibility of Tsunami due to the
There are no reports of anyearthquake.

injuries or casualities due to theFurther details are awaited.

Foreign Secretary-level talks
pnnot to take place tomorrow

YANI MasoodAzhar, and sealed its
New Delhi, Jan.14:The Foreign offices.
ISecretary-level-talks betweenExternalAffairs Minister Sushma
dindia and Pakistan will not place Swaraj had a two-hour long
lOtomorrow sources said. meeting with Prime Minister
eSource, howeveradded that the Narendra Modi last evening.
aalks would take place at a laterAccording to reports, it has been
stage. decided to wait for the return of
Reports as per Pakistan medidNational SecurityAdvisor Ajit
suggested earlier that Islamabadoval from Paris today for a final
¢had detained several militantsdecision to be taken with regard
Ybelonging to JeM, including to the talks.

¢ Secretary-level talks must not be
¢ cancelled: R.K. Singh

I this. It is just a media report. But
@w Delhi, Jan. 14Former home the primary indication suggests
secretary and Bharatiya Janatahat  Pakistars  civilian
]Party (BJP) MP R.K. Singh on government is serious in pursuing

Thursday said foreign secretary-this. The military and ISI are not
gkevel talks between India andsubordinate to the civilian
@ Pakistan must not be cancelled iyovernment there. If I1SI and
nthe reported detention of Jaish-ePakistan Military is involved in the

Muhammad chief Maulana Pathankot attacks, | don't think

MasoodAzhar in connection with real perpetrators will be punished,”

the Pathankot terror attack is truehe added. While responding to
N“Till then it is not clear that the the reported detention of Jaish-e-

Pakistan army is not consideringMuhammad chief Maulana
2 itself in normalizing relations with MasoodAzhar in connection with

India these question will keepthe Pathankot terror attack, the
érraising. Till then army is not taken Ministry of ExternalAffairs (MEA)

in confidence, there will be no late onWednesday evening said

solution and these things will keepthere was no official confirmation

Bgppening. If the civilian from Islamabad in this regard.

government is putting so much“We have no dicial confirmation
£ effort and if the detention is true on the arrest of JeM chief Masood
then | think the talks should takeAzhar We have seen the press
place. It would not be good if therelease that has been put out by
Ctalks are cancelled,” Singh toldthe Pakistani side, but we have no

ANI here official confirmation on the arrest,”

“There is no truth about his arrestsaid MEA official spokesperson

as there is no official statement onvikas Swarup.
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