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A dangerous precedent

The declaration of Naga Student’s Federation to ban movement
of all Meitei/Meetei owned vehicles in all Naga inhabited areas
in the state is perhaps the clearest indication of the level of
audacity any and every organisation or group of persons have
elevated themselves to. It also indicates the level of failure of
the state government in nipping a problem in the bud and
preventing dissents and agitations. What was an issue of a
group of irresponsible state security forces mishandling a few
students have now been blown out of proportions and have come
to such a situation that the unfortunate event has acquired a
communal undertone. The not-so-subtle expression of
communally charged allegations could not be missed by anyone,
and the diversion from the real issue portents the increasingly
widening communal chasm. One major concern that has been
felt by the public is the increasingly diluted focus of the myriad
student’s bodies operating in the state, from indulging in price
checks of goods and commodities to interfering in admission
procedures. The root of the problem though, is the failure of
the state government in keeping a tight grip on the issues and
addressing the administrative anomalies in time. But what has
been conveniently ignored all along is the existence of the legal
system in the state. The reason is not very difficult to decipher.
The most obvious and glaring reason being the losing faith in
the legal system in addressing any issue. Issues which should
have been dispensed with as a matter of routine have been
made to fester and foment into bigger and more complex issues
thereby presenting an opportunity for the different groups and
parties to step in and pronounce their verdicts. The present
system of administration being followed in the state is nothing
short of a recipe for mayhem, and if opinions of various think
tanks and retired bureaucrats are of any importance, the present
social situation is not one borne of circumstances but rather
out of design. The real losers, however, turns out to be the
general public who still bore the brunt of the conflicts in interests
and show of strength. The present development however, is
threatening to steer the whole communal undercurrent into
totally uncharted territory and bifurcate the state into
unmanageable fragments. To be allowed to run amok along the
fragile communal fabric is a matter that needs to be checked
instantly. The state authorities should consider the allegations
and provide justice if necessary, at the same time, allowing any
party or group of individuals to drive a wedge between the
different communities on any pretext should not be tolerated.
It is time to take off the velvet glove and deal with the issue on
its merit rather than playing the reluctant bystander. The diktat
of the NSF should not be allowed to be a precedent for future
attempts at fomenting communal tension. Ever.
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Fake videos: checks channels can do

As the Kanhaiya video controversy continues, the BBESgicial
Media Editor explains how to handle videos.

Webby award-winning journalist ‘We take footage from ReuteA, be done to check whether a video isalled ‘ExisData’ - it has the
Mark Frankel says that a strongEuropean agencies etc. Some of thefake or genuine.’ properties of an image, the shape of
editorial policy coupled with a are also amateur videos bufrankel says that a reverse searcanimage, the picture quality and the
professional team that follows a strictaccompanying them must be dopen the Internet, on another sociatime it was uploaded. If someone
standard operating procedure, casheets and we are bound to rumedia platform, is a good way toposted it lateryou can detect that
ensure that doctored or fake videoxhecks on them to establish theidetect fake videos. ‘For example,when you analyse this data,” he
do not get aired. authenticity during the Paris attacks, hugeexplained.

In an interview with The Hoot from According to Frankel, things becomenumbers of people were posting orAre these processes difficult? ‘Not
London, Frankel said that the BBCcritical when there is a developingYouTube. When we started the at all. It involves asking some very
has an entire team dedicated taews story‘Suddenly the Internet search, we found that many of thebasic questions and cross checking
checking for fake videos on a 24x7explodes with video and some of thatideos had come from Instagramthe facts. If you do these things, you
news cycle basis. ‘@take it very willwork its way to us. What we then that is, the original video was onwill not end up using doctored
seriously and it is at the centre ofdo is what is called a ‘reverse imagelnstagram.We then found the videos,’ he said.

our newsroom. What is real? WhatsearchWe look at the video frame original and discovered that the firstAsked if he remembered any major
is fake? That is the team | manage.by frame, we look at the datetime it was posted was on an entirelynstances where doctored videos
“The BBC has an entire teamencrypted on where the video waglifferent platform and not on had got past editorial scrutiny
dedicated to checking for fake taken, when itwas taken and how reafouTube,’he said. Frankel said he had seen it happen
videos on a 24x7 news cycle basis.”it is. We look at when the video wasOn the doctoring of sound in a videoonly in still photography ‘The
The BBC ensures that the videodfirst postedWe look at the location (as has allegedly happened in thebvious ones have been those
they use have not been tamperednd timing.We look online at the case of the JNU video), Frankel saidrelated to the weathewe have
with in any way through several weather in that place at the time whefiThat is a very easy thing to do andnoticed instances when during an
measures. 'A number of checks carthe video claims it was shot anditis known as the ‘classic’ distortion. impending tornado or tsunami, you
be done routinely to ensure that thecheck whether it was really takenlt is also very easy to detect, eaclwill get a picture of an event like that
footage is not fake. The videos will where it was supposed to have beedate can be traced, we can track wheposted. It will be an old image, nota
often be thumbnail images. In faketaken. the picture was uploaded and wherurrent one, so you can't really
videos, people scrape thatimage antiLots of things can be done to checkhe sound was uploaded. There islescribe it as fake, but it is not
it reveals it.You can easily detect whether a video is fake or genuine.”something called the ‘unique code’associated with the current weather
that it is associated with anotherThere are other cross checks too. Fand it will contain that date. Oncepattern and hence is false,” he said.
video,” Frankel said. example, suppose a video claims iyou see this data, you can quicklyThe basic message from the BBC’
Other than its own homegrown has been shot in Egypt, but in theletect whether the sound track is irSocial Media Editor is check, cross-
footage, the BBC has a relationshipbackground we can hear lots of peopleync with the picture or has beercheck, check, cross-check...
with various global news talkinginItalan, then obviously there added from another plac&ll you constantlyAre IndianTV channels
organisations to source footageis a problem. So lots of things cameed to do is look for somethinglistening?(Courtesy The Hoot)
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NDA Govt. inherited problems from BPegime: Naidu

this government/Ve inherited some geared up to corner the governmenwill begin today with President
New Delhi, Feb.23:With the of these problems. Whose regimén the Budget Session of ParliamenPranab Mukherjes’address to the
Congress cornering the governmentvas there when the students werearlier alleged that the NDA regimejoint sitting of the Lok Sabha and
over the recent controversies suchommitting suicides in Hyderabadwas trying to saffronise thethe Rajya Sabha.
as the JNU campus row and thé&Jniversity? It was the Congresseducational institutions of the During the session, the Rail Budget
suicide of Hyderabad University regime. They have to answer to theountry will be presented on February 25
PhD scholar Rohitkfemula, Union country” Naidu toldANI. The government has, howeyerand the General Budget on
ParliamentanAffairs Minister M. “With regard to JNU, such thingsassured the Opposition that it isFebruary 29.
Venkaiah Naidu ofiuesday alleged have been happening since manyeady to discuss each and everyhe first phase of the Budget
that the BJP-led government hagears,” he added. issue in the Budget Session. Session will come to an end on

Agltators remove bIOCkadeS frornrnherlted some.of these problemsSpeaking on the JNU yome saiq Leader of thg angress Party.in LolM'arch 16 while‘the second phase

most of the roads in Haryana

rom the UR regime. that there was no question of closingabha, Mallikarjun Kharge, said thawill start fromApril 25 and conclude
Naidu assured the Opposition thaa ‘very prestigious university’. they are going to raise eight to nineon May 13.
the government is willing to discuss“We will strengthen it further but important issues, including theThe government has prioritised 32

New Delhi, Feb. 23in Haryana, the ordered to keep closed allevery issue whether it is JNU,anti-national comments will not be controversies surrounding the JNUjtems for the session including 11
agitators have removed blockadegovernment and non-governmenHyderabad UniversityPathankot allowed. It can be used as a platforniyderabad University PhD scholarBills pending in the Rajya Sabha

from most of the roads including educational institutions

National Highway number one andtomorrow In Rohtak candle march Budget Session of Parliament.
number 10 and rail tracks. The trafficfor peace was taken out. RohtakAll these issues are not created byrhe Congress Partyvhich is all
has been restored on these roadRange IGBhrikantyadawvho was

President ofAkhil Bhartiya Jat being blamed for letting the things 1

Aarakshan Sangharsh Samithappen has been shifted. He is Indla eXtendS
Yashpal Malik has said that Jatposted as IG State Crime Record HTH
agitators had left the railway trackBureau at Madhuban. The curfewUSD 1 ml”lon
near MayyerHe said that as per hishas been lifted at Rohtak but at

knowledge agitators have clearedsonepat and Hisar curfew aS |mmed|ate ANI

almost all the blockades. Thecontinues.

agitators have left the Bhattu rail Sirsa Deputy Commissioner has also. d I

track in Fatehabad district. Howeyerannounced to keep government anal tO CyC One T
agitators in Sonepat today morningprivate educational institutions
closed.Army has taken control of
Sonepat Deputy westerryamuna link canal and water
Commissioner Dr Rajiv Rattan hassupply to Delhi is being restored.

set on fire some shops.
Meanwhile,

Bangladeshi held for Kolkata firing incident

PTI arrested during a raid at a guesindian Government.
Feb 23: A house yesterdaguperintendent of This was disclosed by Ministry gf

Barabanki (UP),
Bangladeshi citizen accused oPoliceAbdul Hameed said.

opening indiscriminate fire outsideAn automatic weapon was spokespersoiikas Swarup on
a college in Kolkata has beerrecovered from the possession offuesday on twitterFiji has been
arrested from Dewa area here, policismal, who used a fake identity tostruck by “Cyclon&Vinston” which

said today Arid-ul-Islam was stay at the guest house.
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till attack and Jat reservation in thdor pro-Pakistani element#/e are Rohith Vemulas suicide and the and one in the Lok Sabha besides

very clear about it,” he said. FTII. transacting financial business
The Budget Session of Parliamentelated to the budget.

Delhi HC agrees to gent hearing of Umar
Khalid's plea for ‘protection’

Ashutosh KumarRama Naga and looking for them then they
New Delhi, Feb. 23:The Delhi Anirban Bhattacharya, who haveshould join the police
High Court on Tuesday agreed tdbeen accused of sedition,investigation.And if they are
an urgent hearing of the plea ofeturned to the campus oninnocent, they should present
Jawaharlal Nehru University Sunday night. evidence of their innocence,”
(INU) student Umar Khalid and Earlier, Delhi Police Commissioner Bassi told the media here.

four others booked by the DelhiBhim Sain Bassi asked the INUWhen asked if the police would
Police, seeking ample securitystudents, who returned to theenter the JNU campus to arrest
before they surrender so that nainiversity campus to join the jointhe students, the top cop said
untoward incident happens. probe and present evidence ofhat his men are competent
€All five students Umar Khalid their innocence. enough to deal with the
Anant Prakash Narayan,“l would say if the police is situation.

JNU row: HC asks police to file status report of
probe in Kanhaiya case

kilometres per hour and sea andT| I will not proceed.Ask your “If they don't have the same
ocean waves up to 12 metres high. New Delhi, Feb. 23:Delhi high investigating officer to file the (notification) they cannot stand
The area crops and several villagescourt on Tuesday directed theaeport.” on their legs before this court,”
have been flattened completely by thezity police to file byWednesday a ASG Mehta, howevertold the Mehra told the bench.

natural calamity status report of its investigationbench that they will file the statusResponding to thi§SG Jain said,
So far 29 people have reportedly digdin the sedition case in whichreportin a sealed cover as “this i$Once theASGs are appearing in
and many others have been shifted tONUSU president Kanhaiya Kumara pre-charge sheet bail and théhis matteyyou have no business
evacuation centres. has been arrested. status report cannot be shown tao interfere in this issue.”
Considerable damage is beingThe courts direction came while the accused.” At this stage, the bench
reported from the main Fijian islandshearing Kanhaiya bail plea To this, the bench observed, “I dointervened and said, “Let’not
of Viti Levu and Koro after they were which was opposed by Delhinot need it in a sealed cov¥ou fight over this issue. | will
hit by strong winds directly Police. will have to file it. Issue notice. proceed only if status report is
As aid efforts intensified| As soon as the hearingFile the status report byfiled.”

communications were establishedcommenced before Justiceomorrow” Advocate Mehra, howevesaid,
with some of the worst-hit remote Pratibha Rani at 10.30am, theéThe bench, howeveclarified that “They have crossed the ‘laxman
communities, revealing the scale pfoench said, “Are you filing a the status report will be limited torekha’ and | will not allow this
the disastetOfficials say the Pacifiq status report? If you were awarethe extent of bail only unless the court passes an order
nation’s recovery from the you should have done it.” As the matter commenced, seniot am appointed by the full court
devastating storm could take monthsAdditional solicitor general (ASG) standing counsel of Delhireference of this high court.”
Power is gradually being restored inTushar Mehta, appearing for thegovernment advocate RahulMehra also contended that the
the main centres and roads cleafegolice, told the bench that theyMehra opposed the appearance aftatus report in this matter has to
of felled trees. The international were opposing the bail plea 0ofASGs Mehta and Sanjay Jain ande filed by the Delhi Police
airport at Nadi also reopenedKanhaiya. lawyer Anil Soni, saying before commissioner and he has to
yesterday allowing international| At this juncture, the bench saidappearing in the matter theyclarify his stand as he had earlier
tourists caught up in the disaster to'What about the status report. Ifshould show notification in this said that the police will not
return home. you do not have the status reportegard. oppose Kanhaiya’'bail plea.
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