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Should we continue to have
faith in political parties?

Response of the civil society organizations to the ongoing
crisis in the state of Manipur throws some light to the
future of the state. However, the silence of the political
parties to the issues which is burning the state reveals
that there is something fishy going on in their game to
take political mileage. When civil society organizations have
come together in a common platform irrespective of their
ideological differences to mow down the extremity among
the sections of people, the political parties are seen
shouting in newspapers blaming their rival political parties
in the name of showing some concerns to the ongoing
crisis.

When people of the state are in frying pan, the political
parties are busy playing horse trading game. When people
felt that the political parties should go beyond party line
they keep on continuing their blame game.

The root of the present crisis in the state is known to
everyone. It is the economic blockade, then the
intensifying of it after the state government created 7
new revenue districts as well as the arrest of two UNC
leaders. On the other hand the open interference by cadres
of NSCN-IM by killing three personnel of Manipur police
and injuring 11 others at Imphal-Moreh route besides
snatching of 9 weapons from the 7" MR post along Imphal-
Jiribam road has added fuel to the flames.

If we recall back the speech made by BJP National Secy.
and North East in Charge Prahar Patel, soon after the
announcement of the creation of the 7 new revenue
districts, at which the BJP leaders said that there would
be communal flare up in the state, is a perfect example of
political hands to the ongoing issue. May be indirect but
the speech of the BJP leaders which is in power at the
central government is a provocative statement which
encourage the so called UNC in their activities. Moreover,
the silence on the part of the BJP to the terror strike by
NSCN-IM cadres also showed that everything happening is
being considered a chance on their move without bothering
how hard it will be for the common people.

Similar is with the Congress party which is in power in the
state government. Even after knowing that violent activities
are being carried out some sections of people along the
Imphal Ukhrul road no effective measures are seen taken
up to contained the situation. Lamlai Assembly constituency
and Khurai Assembly constituency is the area where the
worst scene happen. Both these constituencies have
congress MLAs - one a Minister and another, a senior congress
legislator. None of these MLAs had come out to contain the
situation. Imposition of curfew only brings more trouble.
This has been known from the past experience.

On the other hand, the Chief Minister of Manipur seems to
be taking the prevailing issue as his only way to come back
to power. That is why he is sticking to his stand of not
listening to the UNC.

With the kind of development in the state it is now clear
that the fate of Manipur is now left with the people of the
state and it is no use waiting for the political party.

And one thing that is needed to remember is that it is the
upcoming election that is giving all the trouble in the state.
So, if this election is something that will make cry our
motherland one need to ponder on whether we should allow
this election to happen or not.

Certificate lost

1, the undersigned have lost my original certificate for my class
examination bearing Roll No. 14088 of 1996 issued by Baor
Secondary Education Manipur and XII passed examination be:

Manipur on the way between Paona Bazar to Thangal Bazar on De
2016.
Finders are requested to hand over it to the undersigned.
Bhattacharyamayum Bino Devi
Contact No. 9612043435

WHENEVER YOU SEE CONSTRUCTION AND
MINING EQUIPMENTS, JUST THINK OF US
A SOLUTION FOR EVERY CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT

Automobile Engineering Works-1
R K HOP
New Checkon Road, Purana Rajbari
Imphal East,
Manipur - 795 001

Authorised dealer BEML Limited

(A Government of India Mini Ratna Company under Ministry of Defence)

Letters, Feedback and Suggestionsto ‘Imphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com.
For advertisement kindy contact: -
0385-2452159 (O)

arir)
Roll No. 11128 of 1998 issued by Council of Higher Secondary Educatiol

C.

National & International News

I-T Dept cautions taxpayers against sharing user ID, passwor

PTI notepads or the whiteboard at youaccess sensitive information fromdoors,” the department warned.
New Delhi, Dec 22The Incom&ax desk,” it cautioned. your machine,” it said. It went on to advise against sharing
Department has warned taxpayerSKeeping sensitive information It has also asked users not to uskg-in credentials as also using the
against sharing their user ID andsuch as passwords in e-mailsthe same password for differentlogin credentials of any person other
password with any unauthorisedfolders and files in the computer caraccounts. “Using the samethan the authorised one appointed
person, saying they too will be liablebe risky If the e-mail or computer password for more than oneby the deductor for carrying out any
to face consequences for misuse aiccount is hacked, then theaccount is similar to carrying one activity on TRACES.

their confidential information. perpetrator could misuse thekey that unlock your house, ¢ar “You are requested to similarly treat
In an advisory to taxpayers, thepasswords, steal money from youoffice and safety deposit box. OneDigital Signature Certificate with
departmensTDS (Tax Deducted at bank accounts, misuse your e-mailost key could let a mischievousutmost securityas the user ID and
Source) Centralised Processing Celiccount or credit/debit card tounauthorised user unlock all password on TRACES,” it said.
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It further said that “if a password issecurity officials combed through thethe death toll at sevefiwo Taliban TheTaliban said the attack geted

hacked or stolen, it can result |nwreckage of a member of parliament' gunmen had also been killed, theya meeting of security officials who
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| MP to identify roads which can
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fPTI review meeting to list the roads which
Bhopal, Dec 22To reduce financial can be proposed as national
pfburden on road maintenance, théiighways,” a public relation
nMadhya Pradesh government islepartment dicial said todayThe
dgoing to start the process ofofficial informed that in addition to
ridentifying roads which can be existing 4,771 kms long national
yconverted into national highways. highways of the state, another 3,035
e The officials of public works kms long state roads have been
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, department (PWD) and MP Roaddeclared as national highways. “Now

g Development Corporation (MPRDC) state has a total of 7,806 kms long

navere directed to identify the roadsnational highwaysAlso approval in

e having the potential of being turnedprinciple has been given by the
into national highways. “(MP) Chief Centre to declare other 2,383 kms

, Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan toldlong roads of the state as national
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Transformation of government into governance in manipul

(Changing complexion of civil society: an assessment)

Here one may analyse theThe States are adopting newdrastically reducing the importanceparticipative decision-making,
authoritarian environment ofstrategies, using NGOs for their ownof proximity, the new technologies institution-building and community
Manipur in which the State does nopurposes. In short, State-centredhange people’ perceptions of management of resources through
in favour of expansion of civil and society-centred approaches arrommunity The potential for different civil society organizations
societies because such interactiomow providing problematic and building global civil society might which can surely solve the problem
between the two sides alwaysnadequate. Importantlyit is come at the expense of weakenetb some extentVoluntarism and
brought against the wishes of théelieved that the civil society identity with one$ Sate and with associationalism have been a part
ruling elites. In a real sense it shouldpproach is itself problematic, if itthe civil society within ones of the culture in the developing
be happening in the democraticloes not take cognizance of globatountry In the absence of a globalcountries, their potential needs to
system. Sometimes, the Stateivil society. The Sates are public space and an opportunity fobe harnessed, more so, in the
deliberately tries to crust all of themadopting new strategies, usingdialogue, robust global communityglobalization situation. The very fact
Recently maximum numbers of civilNGOs for their own purposes. may remain a distant dream. that the number of community
societies’ leaders were arrested anthe idea of global civil society In the development administrativeorganizations, voluntary agencies,
put into the jail by charging as anticombines elements of both anti-discourse such as public choiceself-help groups, and non-public,
social groups. It is happening setate and anti-nation positions. Thepproach, and now the New Publicon-market associations has grown
ften in ManipurAs consequence growing size, sophistication, andManagement (NPM) make antremendously in the last decade is a
e member of civil society seem tanfluence of the Global Civil Society endeavour to provide alternativesstep in the right direction. It needs
in violent activities. That is theOrganisations (GCSOs), have beeto bureaucratic hegemonut to be seen that their welfare and
dication of authoritarian regime. facilitated and actively encouragedwhile the public choice perspectivedevelopmental goals are not
we have already mentioned thaby one major factor-the Neo-liberalseeks to reduce individuals to utilitysidelined or discarded. The best
thé civil society organizations areconsensus that emerges from thmaximisers and focuses onexample could be mentioned about
generally equated with NGOs. Ifpower centres in the we#tmong individual interest, it does not COFRAI (Committee for Peace and
NGOs are seen doing welfare andther things, the consensusrovide the mechanism for arrivingintegrity) and its campaign to bring
developmental work, we feel civil dictates: at a collective general interest. Thepeace in Manipur when there was
society is working well. This i) The State, particularly in Third NPM, on the other hand, treats thethnic clash in between Naga and
approach ignores the intermediat&Vorld countries, should withdraw citizens as mere clients andKukiin Manipur

institutions and their role in thefrom the social sector customers. The Pluralistic, COFFAlI was formed by arriving
society This tendency also limits ii) The market should be freed fromCommunitarian, New Public Servicetogether 48 voluntary organizations
our understanding of a broadll constrains. and NetworkAgency perspectives of Manipur including UNC and KIM
process of interaction amongii) Communities in civil society give due regard to communityon- under the initiative of National
different types of organizations.should organize their own socialbureaucratic institutions andResearch Centre (NRC) Imphal.
The concept of civil societypoints and economic reproduction andvalues, but do not focus much orOther prominent member-
out Alan Whaites, has beenwell—being. the development of the idea oforganisations include such adl
‘grabbed’ by NGOs as one relatingrhe State has thus been liberatedutonomous, self-reflective, Manipur Ethnic Social and Cultural
closely to their own naturalfrom its traditional responsibilities humane and conscientious civilOrganisation (AMESCO), All
strengths On the surface, civil of providing the conditions of society with an accent on genuineManipur United Club Organisation
society is intimately connectedhuman flourishing. This stance ispublic interest. (AMUCO), All Manipur Sudents
with the role of local community particularly complex in context of That means there are not alternativedsnion ( AMSU), All Manipur
associated or groups, and with thggovernance’, as the State has téo the institution of the presentWomens VolunteerAssociation (
indigenous NGOs sector assume the role of facilitator andrepresentative democracy and thAMAWOVA), Fraternal Green
In the globalization scenario, itcatalyst in bringing about just andmarket. The future would, be theCross(FGC) a leading NGO in
needs to be kept in view thatgalitarian governance. The Neoendless repetition of more of theManipur, Friends in Need
among the donor agencies, théberal Sate’s roll-back ideology is same, with politics centred inSociety(FINS), Peopls'Democratic
interest in civil society has beemrmisplaced in the context ofbureaucratic problem-solving,Movement (CDM), and Chanura
associated with the evolution ofdeveloping countries like India. Thelimited social engineering and liberalLamjinglen Kangleipak (CLK), etc.
the conditionality of aid in the same fate falls in the context ofcompromise. This is indeed a significant
1980s. Donors have begun to reManipur also as part of India. This, indeed, is a very pessimisticachievement as it took place amidst
appraise the role of civil society inThe vision of civil society minus a projection of the socio-economicthe speculation that the ethnic armies
providing a foundation for well-defined role of the State isand political realitylf one goes by of both the groups involved warned
sustainable democracyThe therefore replete with seriousit, the alternatives to absolute Stat¢heir fellow tribes to abstain from
combination of donors’, NGOs andconsequences, which not onlyor market control over productionparticipating in any of the meetings
UN’s interest provides theweakens civil societybut also and provision of goods seemorganized by the government or any
background to what has beerneopardises the future of GCSOs. lalmost elusiveA ray of hope could organisation aimed at restoring
termed as the civil society ‘grab’. has been pointed out that bybe democratic decentralizationhormalcy and peaddo be contd...)
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