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Stretching the good times

The state of Manipur is indeed volatile to the point that the
merest hint of an aberration in the society never fails to draw
huge crowd, and having thus gathered, without the slightest
idea of the actual going-on, will then proceed to participate and
pass judgments. It is perhaps the manifestation of the constant
need to escape from the grim reality that is incessantly
threatening to tumble the fragile social balance. Or, it may also
be the inherent urge to celebrate life, no matter what the
circumstances be that challenges our daily lives. Leaving the
reasoning for such social phenomena aside, it must be said that
the people of the state surely do take celebrations or any
expressions of personal or social emotions for that matter, to
an altogether different level. Almost everyone of us is on the
lookout for a good time, and there is invariably some form of
continuation of the myriad festivals being celebrated in the state
by different communities and groups throughout the year. Such
a tradition which has had social sanctions more often than not
tends to be a source of nuisance and disturbance to the society
ultimately. If we consider any festival or celebration, we will
invariably find that there almost always is a residual celebration
to wind up the principal or major event, and as if that is not
enough, people will find a way to associate another event with
the one which has been done and over with. There had been
many undesirable consequences in the past as such, and going
by the present social arrangements, things are set to remain
unchanged for the foreseeable future. While celebrations are
social necessities and should be observed as such, there is a
visible deviation from the actual purpose which slowly yet surely
takes away from the experience and the importance of it all.
The extra toll regarding the social, financial and safety aspects
such prolonging of celebrations takes need to be ascertained so
that the society as a whole can appreciate the need for its people
to come to terms with reality and try to make collective efforts
to lift the presently pitiable social and economic condition of
the state instead of overindulging in trivial pursuits of
momentary delights. It is time we take stock of the situation of
the various ills restraining the state from making rapid strides
towards progress. We need to earn our celebrations and breaks
from our routine physical and mental sapping tasks. Every
organisation, group as well as the government have a stake in
curbing the excess before things get out of hand and becomes
an accepted social evil. We need to enjoy and entertain without
letting go of our responsibilities.
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NIT Kashmir: local and national versiondelif

The national media whipped up emotions by carrying provocative stories. The Kashmirpapers

stuck to the facts. MOAZUM MOHAMMAD writes from Srinagar

A survey of the press coverage oMinistry of Human Resource forces, rather than the Jammu &forgets JK Police has been on the
the events at the National InstituteDevelopment when they listed theirKashmir police, as one of their forefront of fighting the armed
of Technology (NIT) in Kashmir demands. Here’the link to the demands to the Ministry of Human militancy in the State.
shows that the local media did notstudents’ demands given to theResource Development. Meanwhile, the Jammu-based Daily
take a stand against outstatiorMinistry’s fact-finding team. This was explained by IBNLive: “As Excelsior reported in one its reports
students and based their reportingn the Jammu-base®ate Times,, Jammu and Kashmir Police has nobn April 7, said “unfazed by the
onfacts. Instead, it was the nationathe non-Kashmiri students’ demancbeen able to provide security andhostile atmosphere, the
media that blocked or ignored soméor NIT to be moved out of Kashmir safe passage to leave the campugourageous” non-local students,
facts, which escalated the row and for action to be taken againsend rather has lathi-charged theall girls, also hoisted tricolour on
Two prominent local dailie&tising the policemen involved in the students and shot tear gas shells othe campus amidst shouting of
Kashmir and Kashmir Reader, lathicharge were both reported. Buthem. Therefore central forcespatriotic slogans like ‘Bharat Mata
reported the incident axpril 2when  here too, there was no mention ofhould be engaged for the securityi Jai’, ‘VandeMatramand ‘Jailak
the clashes erupted between locadny female student complaining ofof students of NITSrinaga® Suraj Chand Rahega, Bhargra
and non-local students after thea rape threat. In any case, if the national mediaNaam Rahega’.”
latter thrashed the delivery boy of ain an interview withKashmir were agitated at the presence offo get the nuances of these stories
courier company and attempted tcdReader, the chairman of the Board security forces on a campus, it isright, perhaps editors in New Delhi
assault a faculty member of Governors, Dr M.J. Zarabi, saidodd that they have never noticedshould trust their local reporters on
The version of events, according tathe allegation was false. What thethat this is not at all an abnormalthe ground more. Instead, Times
the Times of India however was female students had complainecbccurrence at Kashmiri educationalNow, NDTV,ABPNews, and IndiaTV
different. Its report said that the twoabout, ratherwas restrictions on institutions. If it is something flew in reporters from outside the
groups of students clashed with on¢heir movement which they wantedunusual and unwarranted, then whyvalley to cover the NIT
another after Kashmiri studentsrelaxed. have they not reported on howcontroversy despite having fully-
celebrated Indiag'defeat by thevest In fact,Mail Today, whenitcarrieda some of Kashmis educational fledged bureaus here.
Indies in theT20 World Cup semi- story by their local correspondent,institutes are occupied by theThis is rather insensitive given that
final after which the non-Kashmiri Naseer Ganai, contradicted its owrsecurity forcesAn education local reporters sometimes risk their
students took out a march whichearlier report because Ganai wrotedepartment official has expressedives and also have to bear the brunt
triggered clashes — without any“Outstation girl students said thathelplessness at getting a schoobf peoples wrath. Journalists
mention of the assault on the couriethey have no complaints againsbuilding vacated by the army butworking with the national media
person or the faculty member local students and people. Keepinghis has not been a story for thehave to hide their identity on
“Some of the reports filed from New their faces covered, the girls said thanational mediaA case of double occasion because local people
Delhi were provocative.” they have issues with the NITstandards? accuse them of taking sides and
Some of the reports filed from Newadministration and the Jammu andTo get the nuances of these storiebeing unfair in their reporting. On
Delhi were provocativeA Mail ~Kashmir Police and said that theirright perhaps editors in New Delhi the other hand, they are not trusted
Today story filed by Siddhartha Rai protests should not be given ashould trust their local reporters onby their organizations to do stories
had the headline “Non-Kashmiri girl religious colour’ the ground more. “ themselves, without New Delhi
students of Srinagar NIT narrateAnother story in thdimesof India  After the police lathi charge on journalists being flown in to
horror, say they are getting threatscan be also be deemed to be@rotesting students, some newsupercede them.
of rape”. SimilarlyZee News carried inflammatory It appeared on the channels such as Zee News wer®ne reporter who works for a
a story along the same lines. front page orApril 8 with a New even more provocative and raisechational news channel and who did
What's striking is that not a single Delhi dateline and claimed that NIT questions about the integrity of thenot wish to be named, deserves the
local media organization nor asinglevas Indias most militarised Jammu & Kashmir police “for lastword. He lamented that reporters
Kashmir-based reporter working forcampus. It failed to mention the factstopping students raising thefrom Delhi either had a
a national organization — and don'tthat the central paramilitary forcesindian tricolor and shouting Bharat “preconceived mindset or they
forget these were the people on thevere brought into the campus toMata Ki Jai”. didn’t have any understanding
round - reported anything aboutprevent the situation deterioratingThis prompted police official to about local issues, which results in
ape threats. Nor did any studentiny further In fact, the students come up openly and defendsuch provocations”. Indeed.
@port the threat to the police or thdisted the deployment of centralthemselves. The national media (Courtesy The Hoot)
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nine people dead and stictNearly 800 people were injured,
caution is being maintained as50 severelyThe prefecture dice
more aftershocks are expected. said 44,449 people ha

According to CNN, search crewsevacuated.

are still looking for people GenAoki, director of the Japan
Agency’s
earthquake division, warned more.

trapped under

buildings.

collapsedMeteorological

The magnitude-6.2 quake struckaftershocks could occur over the,

near Ueki, the U.S. Geologicalnext week.

d New Delhi,April 15: The wreath- encounter with ZUF militants in the! &

ANI The soldiers had engaged in

laying ceremony of MajoAmit Nungba area.

Deswal who was killed during aDeswal, of 21 Para SFeceived a

gunbattle with Zeliangrong Unitedgunshot wound to his stomacl

Front (ZUF) militants in Manipur during the operation. Unfortunately

his body could not be recovere

Major Amit Deswal was killed immediately as the area was dense
uring a combing operationforested.

Is underway

Survey said. Dozens of smallerThe quake was centered mostl
aftershocks followed. under land, not an ocean, meanin
Two deaths occurred in Mashiki, it did not spawn a major tsunami.

North Korea missile launch failed

ANI region and focus instead on

onducted by the Rashtriya RiflesManipur Chief Minister Okram Ibobi
nd the Special Forces inSingh also extended his
Tamenglong district of Manipur condolences to the bereaved fathe!

Pistol, threat letter against Kanhaiya Kumar found on bus

Washington D.C.,April 15: taking concrete steps towardPT! o The weapon was recovered in @and Umar Khalid, who wereinside the campus but the
South Koreas Joint Chiefs of fulfilling its international New DelhiApril 15: A country- bus operating between Kashmerarrested under sedition chargeniversity authorities have clearly
Staff has announced that Northcommitments and obligations,” amade pistol and a threat letteGate ISBT and the JNU campuspver a controversial event in JNUbeen instructed to inforiasant
Korea’s attempt to fire a missile U.S. State Department official said@gainst JNUSU presidentafter the driver spotted ancampus, will be decapitated. ~ Kunj (North) police station
from its eastern coast ended irEarlier this week, U.S. Kanhaiya Kumar purportedly unclaimed bag and raised anrhe letter was purportedlyeverytime he leaves the campus
failure. intelligence satellites spotted Written by a man who had earlieralarm. written by the person who hadand security is provided
According to CNN, the statementsigns that North Korea may havethreatened the student leadePolice is trying to ascertain identitythreatened Kumar over Faceboolccordingly )

from South Korea military the been preparing to launch a mobileover Facebook, were recoverecbf the bags owner and severalearlier saying that men withAfter the alert, the police are
attempt involved an ballistic missile. rom a bus operating between arpersons have been questioned, weapons are already presenlikely to increase his security
intermediate-range MusudanPyongyang carried out its fourth |SBT and JNU campus following senior oficial said on Friday inside the campus, ready to kilicover and also enhance vigil
missile. nuclear test in Januarand had Which Delhi Police is mulling With the gun, there was also ahim any moment, the official said.around the JNU area, the official
“We call again on North Korea to said it succeeded in miniaturizing €nhancing his security letter which said that KanhaiyaKumar doesn’t get security coveradded.

refrain from actions and rhetoricnuclear warheads to fit on M|||tary Operat|on expected aga|nst Rajanpur gangsters

that further raise tensions in themedium-range ballistic missiles.
IWHENEVER YOU SEE CONSTRUCTION AND MINING ANI policemen and commandos of theecurity check-posts in his territory planning for a large-scale operation.
EQUIPMENTS, JUST THINK OF US Lahore, April 15: A full-fledged force, reports Dawn. and the return of the gaisdirearms  For the rescue of the 22 kidnapped
A SOLUTION FOR EVERY CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT military operation against the The crackdown against thefor ending the crisis. policemen, locals have been
. i notorious Chottu gang of Deragangsters of Rajanpur continued fol he police have ruled out acceptingcontacted through influential tribal
ﬁ o Ghazi Khan is expected today afterthe 18th day ofihursdaya day after any demands and are insteadeaders.
o2 i) -l o = hundreds of army troops arrived inthe outlaws killed seven an
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. Rahimyar Khan and Rajanpur lastabducted 22 policemen in fierc:th Peace talks W|th |nd|a to go ahead
R .

night. clashes in Kacha Jamal area in So|
Around 500 soldiers, including two Punjab. Islamabad,April 15: The Pakistani was “suspended”, Dawn online
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groups of Zarrar Commandos, flewPunjab IGP Mushtaq Sukhera met théereign office has rejected a notionreported on Friday

into Rahimyar Khars FaridAirbase  Multan Corps Commander in Rahipthat the peace process betweetDialogue is the best option.
from Okara while two companies of Yar Khan and asked for the army’ Islamabad and India was suspendediplomacy is for interaction and
33, Punjab Regiment from Multan help in eliminating criminals from the saying it remained engaged with Newengagement between countries,”
arrived in Rajanpur with four area. Delhi. Zakaria said.

helicopters. The gang of Ghulam Rasool Chottu;We need to look ahead and not think.ast Decembethe two countries had
The latest development came aftewho carries a huge bounty on hisn terms of foreclosing any options.agreed to restart the peace dialogue,
the federal interior ministry head, has more than 100 gangsteBoth sides are in contact with eachwhich was named Comprehensive
accorded approval for launching aagainst whom at least 54 cases| afther” foreign ofice spokesman Bilateral Dialogue.

military operation against the murders, robberies and kidnappingdlafees Zakaria said on Thursdayit was agreed during Indian Prime
hardened criminals of Rajanpair are registered in police stationgluring a weekly media briefing. Minister Narendra Mod§ surprise
Rojhan tehsil. across South Punjab. The spokesman was referring to mediatopover in Lahore on Christmas Day
A strike force with paratroops from Chottu has demanded the release¢ oéports quoting Pakistas’'High that the foreign secretaries would
Rangers would also take part in thenis comrades, withdrawal of policeCommissioner in IndigAbdul Basit meet to decide the schedule and other
joint operation along with regular and Rangers and dismantling pfs having said that the peace procesetails of the first round of talks.
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