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Recreation- a
serious business

The enigmatic cycle of our modern world has everyone in its
grip- people devoting increasingly longer time and efforts in
their pursuit for higher financial returns which will be utilized
for amassing more goods and services pushing up demands
and subsequently the prices thus forcing people to work even
harder to maintain their lifestyles and standards of living.
This endless cycle of consumerism and capitalism needs to
be slowed down before the mentality of the working public
become so attuned to the singular objective of earning more
to spend more, relegating all other social and personal
activities and responsibilities as secondary considerations.
Recreation- a word that conjures up images of whiling away
one’s time in seemingly mundane matters and activities- is
the remedy for all the tensions and pressures the busy modern
world is imposing on the society. It may take any form and is
the surest way to recharge and refresh the mind, body and
soul to meet new challenges. It releases the pent-up
frustrations one experienced in our daily grinds and struggles
and takes our minds away from everything that confines and
hinders our life. This becomes more relevant in our society
with the increasing number of educated and knowledgeable
young energetic generation vying for the limited opportunities
this troubled state has to offer. The increasing delays and
indifferences, not to mention the disorderliness and
hindrances one has to bear to get anything done leaves a
negative impact on our mindset which starts to manifest in
the general attitude of the public- the dour expressions and
wary exchanges tinged with suspicion and distrust, and even
the occasional physical violence. It will not be an exaggeration
to point out that our society- especially the youths are being
hemmed in from all sides thus making them feel emotionally
suffocated, deprived of their liberties and their personal
freedom infringed upon. On the one hand- social vigilantism
that often borders on the fanatic and on the other hand, the
armed forces treating everybody in the state with
suspicion and distaste thereby distancing themselves from
the people with each passing day, with the government
not doing visibly enough to make things better for the
common public. It is high time to take recreation seriously-
not with a frown and gritted teeth, but with our heart
and soul leaving all the worries and frustrations behind-
to be able to live our childhood again- even if for a very
brief moment and be truly free of all obligations and
responsibilities and pursue that one thing that brings us
real and undiluted happiness. It is only when the mind,
soul and the body are purified that we can focus on building
a better life and a contented and happy society
consequently.
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Significance of thé&nglo-Kuki war 1917-191@D

Atthe same time, many hill dwellersthe present rebellion is due primarilyseveral have been wounded. Th&uki chiefs murdered Khopum
were illiterate and lambus, acted aso the unpopularity of recruiting for British troops numbering 80 Chaukidar and in retaliation, the
middlemen between the British andhe labour corps, and therefore thenarched towards Lonpi to PunishBritish under the leadership of
the chiefs. There is ample evidenceost of suppressing the rebelliorthe Kuki but the Kuki attacked Cloete consisting of 150 rifles burnt
that they talked in favor of the should be paid from Imperial them.As stated above Higgirs’ down, eleven villages. Durbar
chiefs, thereby giving room for Revenues?A clear assertion of the mission to convince the chiefpresidentand his team burnt down
revolt against to the former priorities can be seen in thesdailed. When Higgins went to two villages between March 5 and
Perhaps, they favored the chiefs fostatements with regard to the BritisH_onpi, with an escort of Fifty Rifles, 10. On the 18 Mayhe Kuki raided
security reasons. By this timepolicies. to study the situation, he found thePangsang Chingmai, a Chiru
however there was only a single Besides, the Kuki religious systemvillage deserted.onpi village was  village.Twenty one lost their lives
government school in Mao regionwas also another big factdt was burnt down on the ¥7Octobey and five persons were missirg.
and a mission school at the preserthe head of the family alone who19177 TheWar between the Kuki Khongakhul, twenty six were killed
Ukhrul district headquarters. could worship, the good Lord onand the British was set into motionon the 22 May and thirteen were
The causesTheAnglo-Kuki war his behalf and also on behalf of allafter these events. Chingakhambgound missing. On the 23 Mahe
broke out due to the expansion ohis family members during thdun  Sanachaobao  Singh, whoKuki burnt down a suspension
colonialism into the territory of the ceremony that took seven days iprofessed to have supernaturabridge built over the Thoubal
Kuki. Before the Kuki of Manipur the last week of the month of Maypowers went tdVakha( Ukha) a RiverAtthe Kasom village, thirty-
has direct confrontation with theor first week of June, of the ChristianKuki village, called ten Kuki and five died after they refused to
British, many other Kuki who lived era. Recruiting almost all the abldooted the forest toll station at Ithaisupply rice and coolies to the
in Chittagong, Tripura, and themen for labour corps in other wordson the 19 December1917% The rebels.Angered upon the loyalty
Lushai Hills have encountered thevould mean all the heads of theKuki planned to attack Imphal onof the  Manipuri Raja,
British. Encounter with the British family. So, sending them tothe 22¢December1917 certainly Khutinthang, chief of Jampi
by the Kuki took for the first time overseas, without certain dates ofauses considerable anxiety amongillage proclaimed himself the
in 1777AD.®° This shows that the their return would have surelythe people of Imphal. Longya battleMaharaja of ManipuiCollections
Kuki and the British were enmity dismantled theHun ceremony followed Lonpi and Ithai incidents. of guns and terrorizing different
as soon as the British expandedhirdly, the tribal feud sustained byThe kuki troops under thevillages followed his
their unpopular colonialism andhead hunting tradition, or landleadership of Ngulbul and British, proclamations. On June 3, 1918, the
ceases sophisticated weapondispute- dispute over landunder the command of Captairrebels killed seven Muslims of
seize from the Kuki. The Kuki, who boundaries between villages andVontifiere show down another Kwakta, after receiving reports
kept weapons almost proportionatéribes- developed fear psychosidattle in February 1918. Ngulbulthat the latter had nexus with the
to all the able men, were forced teamong the Kukis that gave bigwas killed while trying to escapeBritish. They also shot dead
surrender or deposit their weaponsetback to the idea of recruitingfrom the stocked with his little sontwenty persons from th¢haram

to the government authority befordabor corps among the Kuki of on his arnf. The mid March, 1918, village and forty were found
the outbreak of the war that furtheManipur. Besides, the economicwitness another show down atmissing after gun shots. It is
widen the enmity between the twopressure  was increasinglyChassad-Kamjong. In thebelieved that some might have
For second, recruitment of laboutbecoming overwhelming upon theencounter several casualtiessuccumbed to death after getting
corps hurt the sentiments of themasses of the Kukis. inflicted and Lt.Molesworth was wounded. On the 16 Juikongde,
Kuki who prided themselves asimpor tant events:At Lonpi Battle killed and Lt.Kay Mauyatt, who Kuki village chief was shot dead
‘people who never bowed downthat was fought at Chakpi Rivercame from the Burma, was serioushfor guiding Hutton on his visit to
before others'. Lieutenant Colonel,crossing point, in September 1917wounded-® Sapvomi The Kuki opened fire at
H. Cole, the political agent, the Kuki warriors and the British The Kuki directed their action some cultivators ofringbam
supporting the view of J&/ebstey have a prolong pitched battle. Heretowards the British and their villagers on the 18 Jurié.
commented: “l am convinced thatthree British soldiers died andsupporters and vice-versa. The (Tobe contd..............)
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Mizoram 2015: Of Guv appointments, Brus, liquor ban lifting

PTI sworn-in at the Durbal Hall of Raj stringent prohibition regime for 18 According to the road map, it was
Aizawl, Dec 18:Frequent change Bhavan. years, the Mizoram Liquor planned that Mamit district along
of governors dominated the politicalThe frequent change of governorgrohibition and Contrdkct, 2014 Mizoram-Tripura border would
scenario in Mizoram in 2015 whichdrew sharp criticism from many came into force from January 15 andhost 2,594 Bru families, while 628
also saw lifting of an 18-year-old banquarters and the Mizo Zirlai Pawl orliquor shops opened from Marchwould be resettled in Kolasib
Mizo students’ federation staged a6 in Aizawl from where permit district along Mizoram-Assam

-1 liquor in the state.
CBI CondUCtS CheCkS at Chennal alrpoﬁe year began with the swearingprotest demonstration in front of theholders could buy and consumeborder and 233 families in south

PTI

Chennai, Dec 18 A CBl team in the wee hours and heldjanuary 9 by Justice MichaelTripathi was sworn-in.

The CBI sleuths arrived herein of Aziz Qureshi as governor onRaj Bhavan orpril 4, just before  Indian made foreign liquor

Mizoram's Lunglei district.
Following this, Conference of the Howeverthe mega plan for which

today held checks at the airporchecks at the InternationalZothankhuma, who himself wasThe central committee of teung  Synod, the highest decision-Rs 68 crore was earmarked failed
here in connection allegedArrival area, police said sworn-inas ajudge of Gauhati HighMizo Association (YMA), the making authority of the Mizoram as not a single Bru came forward

irregularities over seizure ofwithout divulging further Court two days ago.

smuggled gold, police said. details.
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largest community-basedPresbyterian Church, decided thafor identification as bona fide
Repatriation of Brus lodged in sixorganisation in the state, alsgpeople selling liquor and holding resident of Mizoram.
relief camps in North Tripura district condemned the frequent change gfermit  for purchase and The Brus had migrated to Tripura
also dominated headlines. governors. consumption of alcohol will not be from Mizoram en masse during the
Qureshi was then removed orSharma is the eighth governor ofallowed to take active partin churchlater part of 1997 after militants
rch 28 andWest Bengal Mizoram to be appointed afteractivities. belonging to the erstwhile Bru
overnor Keshri Nath Tripathi wasVakkom Purushothaman resigne®n the Bru issue, the MizoramNational Liberation front gunned
asked to take additional charge obn July 12, 2014 in protest againsgovernment chalked out a road magplown Lalzawmliana, a forest guard
Mizoram. his transfer to Nagaland by the NDAfor repatriation commencing from working inside the Dampa Tiger
On May 26, Lt Gen (Retd) Nirbhay government. June 2 and to be continued tillReserve near Persang hamlet on
October 21 that year

Obama wyed to remove restrictions on Sikhs in US military

serve if Pentagon gives them arinto it and will follow up,” the Earlier this month, in a rare
Washington, Dec 18A prominent  exception. This needs to go. Pleaseelease quoted Obama as sayingxception, an active-duty Sikh
Sikh-American organisation hasdo not leave office without taking Singh also pointed out to Obamaombat soldier in the US army was
urged US President Barack Obamaway this restriction againstthat Canada has a turban wearingranted a temporary religious
to allow Sikhs to serve in the Sikhs,” Singh told the President. Sikh as its defence ministevhich accommodation that allowed him to
American military “without “Sikhs are greatwarriors. | will look the President acknowledged.  grow his beard and wear a turban.

Cbama 1993 Mumbai blasts convict dies in Nashik

Obama in turn promised to look
into the matter and agreed to
follow up, according to the Sikh PTI Supreme CourtAccordingly, he around noon yesterday
Council on Religion and Nashik, Dec. 18:Sharif Gafur was lodged in the Nashik prison.As per the procedure, the body has
Education. Parkar convicted and sentenced toHe was convicted by thiBADA  been sent for post-mortem to Dhule
The chairman of the council,life imprisonment in the 1993 court for his role in organising the civil hospital, Kamble said, adding
Rajwant Singh, met Obama at theMumbai serial bomb blasts caselanding of arms and RDX in that a case has been registered in
White House oiWednesday and died at a hospital here following Raigad district prior to the March connection with the death.
pressed him to allow Sikhs in USillness, jail authorities said today 1993 serial blasts, and in arranging -

1 killed after

Armed Forces without any Parkar (80), suffering from paralysisa conspiracy meeting.
restrictions. and a neurogenic disordetied at He was undergoing medical H
“US President promised to lookthe Nashik Civil Hospital treatmentfor his illness in jail anfl truck, car collide
into the matter and agreed toyesterdayNashik Road Central Jail Nashik Civil Hospital for past fe: in Badar ur
follow up,” a media release said{ Superintendent Ramesh Kamblemonths, Kamble said. p

Singh and his wife were invited tptold PTI. Parkar was also recently admittecANI

the White House Holiday Parkar had surrendered before @ Mumbais J J Hospital and two New Delhi, Dec. 18At least one
reception hosted by the Firs$tTADA court in Mumbai in May days back he was brought back|tperson was killed and three others
Family. 2013 to serve the remaining part othe prison here. were injured after a truck collided
“Y ou have to allow Sikhs to servehis life sentence in connection withHe was admitted to Nashik Civjl with a car in National Capital’
in the Army without any| the case, after his conviction in theHospital two days back in thgBadarpur area.

restriction. They are only able tpblasts case was upheld by therisoners’ ward, where he digdFurther details are awaited.
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