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War against women

“The strength of a woman is not measured by the impact
that all her hardships in life have had on her; but the strength
of a woman is measured by the extent of her refusal to allow
those hardships to dictate her and who she becomes.”” C.
JoyBell C. Today, the state is observing the ‘Nupi Lan’ day in
commemoration of the fearless struggles and defiance of the
British rulers by the womenfolk of the state, in not one but
two historical instances to assert their democratic rights and
highlight the injustices to the people of the state. the first
Nupi Lan which broke out in 1904 was against the British
order to send Manipuri men to Kabow Valley to fetch timber
for re-building the then Police Agent’s bungalow after it was
ravaged by fire, stirred up by the heirs-apparent of the
erstwhile ruling family who did not like the selection of Chura
Chand Singh as the King of Manipur. They persuaded the women
of Manipur to resist the British government’s order to
resuscitate the Lalup (A sort of forced labour where the male
member of society between the age of 17 and 60 should work
freely for ten days in every forty days of work). The struggle
in which more than 5,000 women took part lasted for a week.
Although the British rulers had eventually succeeded in
suppressing the uprising, they were compelled to rescind the
order, thus scoring what can be arguably considered the first
moral and psychological victory over the suppressive British
rulers. The second instance started in 1939 as an agitation
by Manipuri women against the oppressive economic and
political policies and practices of the then Maharaja of Manipur
and Mr. Grimson- Political Agent of the British Government in
Manipur (1933-45) which later evolved into a movement for
the constitutional and administrative reforms in the state.
The women of Manipur have evidently been at the forefront
of social interactions and are no pushovers. History bears
the sacrifices and the selfless struggles they had to undertake
to safeguard the society and its backbone of cultures and
traditions. They have taken equal, if not extraordinary,
responsibilities and endured endless sufferings in every sphere
of social and public issues since time immemorial, and yet
somehow, the present attitude towards them is increasingly
reeking of shallow lip-service and mere courtesy. Despite the
many laws and regulations being enacted to protect the
women, instances of crime and atrocities against them are
on the rise. The greatest cause for concern however is the
fact that the perpetrators, even when identified and indicted,
almost always slip through the sloppy legal procedures whether
by design or direful negligence, until the issues fade into
oblivion. The dismally low rate of convictions, especially in
cases concerning crimes against women bears testimony to
the fact that our society still need to go a long way and answer
some very harsh and extremely uncomfortable questions before
the situation improves. A society that fails to respect and
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Gandhi, who arrived iAssam on a| Islamabad. Dec 12Pakistan Prime Government Council Meeting discussed,” a statement said.
two-day visit on Friday was | Minister Nawaz Sharif will visit which is being held in ZhengzhouThe SCO is an important
speaking during a meeting with China next week to attend theon December 14-15. organisation founded in Shanghai
editors and senior journalists at theShanghai Cooperation OrganisatioriOn the sidelines of the SCOin 2001. Its member-states include
Brahmaputra Guest House in the(SCO) meeting. meeting, Prime Minister will have aChina, Russia, Kazakhstan,
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“The first ICC trial of a charismatic the opportunity to raise thelrappreC|atethatcrlmmalltyofsomebe painstaking, and sustained
Congo national liberation leader-government to a higher pedestal iof the heinous crimes have beemoncern of the ICC community to
Thomas Lubanga Dyilo had beerinternational rule of lawSame is recognized by the international lawhammer out the aggression
fixed on 23 June, 2008, after theequally true for the Indian peopleBinding treaties as well asdefinition.

charges have been confirmed byho despise injustice. customary international criminal “Prior to examining the progress
the pre-trial chamber of the ICC.“The ICC has received complaintslaw and the non-derogableofthe arrestwarrants, international
Dyilo, a national of the Democratic concerning the state parties viz.|nternational Humanitarian Laws cooperation and holding of trials,
Republic of the Congo (DRC) , theBurundi, Colombia, Gambia, lay down jurisdiction over heinous we could position ourselves to the
alleged founder of the UPC (UnionGeomia, Iraq, SouthAfrica and crimes like genocide, war crimesstrategies of the prosecutor and
des Patriotes Congolais) andVenezuela, and complaints notand tortureAs regards the crime of the court. The OTP lays down
former commander- in- chief of theconcerning state parties- Bhutanagainst humanifycustomary law three prosecutorial strategies so far
FPLC (Forces Patriotiques pour LaCote d'Ivoire, Iran, Israel, Lebanon,provides for permissive universalviz., positive complimentarity
liberation du Congo) and presidenSomalia, Sri Lanka, Thailand andjurisdiction; howevermandatory focused investigations and
of the UPC has been charged byimbabwe. By 2008, as many as 4@niversal jurisdiction is yet to be prosecutions with a view to
the PTC of the ICC on the basis ofountries have enacted domestievolved in the absence ofmaximizing the OTP efforts to
individual criminal responsibility ( penal laws recognizing the heinousodification and treaty laws. combat impunity and deterrence of
article 25(3) (a) of the Rome Statutecrimes so defined by the RomeThe civil law countries provide for heinous crimes.

with, among others, for committing’ statute, 1998. the universal jurisdictions in their “Moreover, the ICC strategises its
the war crime of enlisting children “On the other hand, thanks largelyordinary penal codes, whereas théhreefold objectives viz.,
under the age of fifteen punishableéo the US initiative, impunity common law countries including maintenance of high standards
under article 8(2)(b)(xxvi) or article termination has been the objectivéndia incorporate universaland quality of justice,
8(2)(e)(vii) of the Statute; the of setting up other tribunals like- jurisdictions in the vent of grave strengthening the support base of
charges have been confirmedsierra Leone tribunal (US fundingbreach of Geneva conventions irthe institution and, streamlining
hence the first ICC trial . 29.9 million dollars in 2004), ECCC their national legislations. The public administration by way of
“When Ituri conflict started of Cambodia (US funding 56.3Rome statute paves way forstreamlining processes,
between Hema ethnic group tomillion dollars), Iraqi tribunal (also harmonious application of civil law maintaining flexibility and
which the UPC and Dyilo belong known as Paul Bremer tribunal, USand common lavifhe long march guaranteeing accountabiliffwo
and the Lendus ethnic group, UPGunding largely through the USof the permanent ICC — theevents are noteworthiyr situ
has forcibly conscripted child financed Iraq budget) and, also th@dyssey of international justice ha€Congo trial and the ICC permission
soldiers, allegedly committed largelCTY (US funding 272 million dollars started with small steps. The ICQio the victims to present actively
scale murderrape and torture of in 2005), the ICTR (US funding 256 consolidation has been initiatedin the trial. The first ICC president
civilians. Noine MONUC million dollars in 2005). The USAis and the ICC jurisprudence isas well asthe UN secretary general
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safeguard its womenfolk cannot consider itself progressive.

peacekeepers have been murderget to contribute a modest fundinggradually taking shape with thehas recurrently sought active
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Candidates from far away p|ace§:onscr|ptmg and enlisting childrenstrengthening the international ruleinclusion of terrorism and drug decade ago in 1998 is celebrated
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on 25 March, 2005. In fulfillment of to the ICC .The unipolar world hasASP review conference in theinternational cooperation in order
ICC’s arrest warrant, Dyilo hasprovided sufficient political space offing in 2010, which mayin all  to consolidate the ICC process.
been arrested on the charge ab the USA to navigate the worldlikelihood review article 124 of the “17 July - the day the Rome
commiting war crime by” order towards durable peace byRome statute, consider thestatute had been adopted a

under the age of fifteen years anaf law and justice. The navigationcrimes in the statutorgorpa as International Justice Day by
using them to participate activelymight face disadvantages if the ruledelicti. The agenda of definingthe international community
in hostilities”. In Northern Uganda, of law course, the ICC has alreadyggression remains the activavhich had been waiting for
arrest warrants have been issuecharted out is weakened, and theoncern of theASP Among the impunity termination, for a long
against Joseph Konyincent will of the international community suggestions advanced so far foperiod of time. History happens
Otti,Raska Lukwiya,Okot bent by unilateral action of thethe definition, the UN general once again subsequently after the
Odhiambo, Dominic Ongwen. In power that be.“By revisiting the assembly resolution no. 3314 ofemergence of the UN as a
lhe DRC, as many as four offenderinternational rule of lawwe could 1974 might be addressed. It couldsignificant human event.”
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warrant have been issued again
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n tethnic group and their FNI
(National Integrationist Front), and
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Force in Ituri) have committed| State : Manipur ! )
crimes in the village of Bogoro,| ImplementingAgency : Department of Commerce & Industries, Govt. of Manipur
Ituri. The fourth arrest warrant had Subject : Use of facility for Provisiofved Commercial Production ispparel &

Garment Making Centre

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (REP)

been issued against Bosc
Ntaganda- the current commandey
of the Mouvement Revolutionaire|

Letters, Feedback and Suggestionsto ‘lmphal Times’
can be sent to our e-mail : imphaltimes@gmail.com.
For advertisement kindy contact: -

0385-2452159 (O)

du Congo. Application is hereby invited from Trust and Society or MSME Unit or Partnership Firm/Compafy for
“A third front of investigation is | Selection ofAgency for using facility ofwo Provision of Commercial Production Unitspparel &

likely to be opened in the Kivu| Garment Making Centre at Lamboikhongnangkhong in Imylesit, Manipur set up under North East¢rn
region by the Office of the | RegionTextile Promotion Scheme of the MinistryTefxtiles, Govt. of IndiaThe Sate Govt. had relaxefl
Prosecutar(OTP). On the basis of | the condition of turnover and is to be taken the networth of Rs. 1.00 crore of the agency as the dligibility
the UN security council referral in| criteria in place of turnover

March, 2005 (USA has not| Details ofTerms & Conditions along witApplication Form of Bid may be had from the Handloon| &
exercised veto) ,in DarfuBudan, | Textiles Ofice of the Directorate of Commerce & Industries at Lamphelpat, Invggstiand also available
arrest warrants have been issugd in www.dcimanipurgovin

against ministeAhmed Haroun | Date of Invitation of fresh RFP 1 08-12-2015

and militia leadeli Kushayb. Last date and place for submission of RFP  : 04-01-2016 at Directorate HQ at Lamphelpat

Active investigations continue in| Date, Time and Place for evaluation of Bid :08-01-2016 at 2:00 p.m at Directorate HQ

the CentralAfrican Republic. | Telephone No: 0385-2414220 Fax No: 0385-2414220

Unlike several other countries, thg PIN-795004

USA does not hesitate to takg Website:www.dcimanipurgovin

recourse at her chosen bidding tp E mail:dcimanipur@gmail.com

the UN security council referral to

the ICC orto the establishment of (B. John Tlangtinkhunfa)

international criminal tribunals and
ignore them at her conveniencej
TheAmerican people have not lost\_
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